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reading ῥευμάτων in| 1, takes it of the accumulanon of moist emana- 
tions, but it 15 very common in Epicurus in the atomic sense. 

4. ἐπιτηδείων it is interesting to note this reference to the main 
theory. to produce a given effect, a thing must be composed of the 
night atoms in the nght formation 

{c) Thunder. § 100 5-11. From clouds and rain the writer 
naturally proceeds to thunder, Ightning, and thunderbolts, and 
suggests an unusually large number of causes for these phenomena. 
Lucretius similarly treats these subjects at gieat length (vt. 96-422), 
and as usual the letter corresponds closely with his explanations. 

5. πνεύματος . dveiAnow: the wind shut up in the hollows of the 
clouds and by its whurt always thickening their sides, reverberates 
loudly. The idea is clearly explained by Lucr. vi. 121-131. 

ἡ. ἀγγείοις, ‘vessels’. the ordinary Greek jar with a narrow mouth 
would, as Bignone points out, make a noise when one blew into it. 
Lucretius’ illustration from a bladder 1s really more appropriate " 


nec mirum, cum plena animae vesicula parva 
saepe ila dat parvum sonitum displosa repente. 


πυρὸς πεπνευματωμένου βόμβον: an explanation not mentioned by 
Lucretius. The idea is no doubt of the flame excited by wind, which 
seems to get inside it and drive it about with a great roar, as ina 
forge. Ido not think Usener is mght in translating (in his analysis) 
tgnis im spirifum soluft. αἴ 1s not the natural meaning, nor required by 
the context Bignone agrees with my view. 

8. ῥήξευς .. . διαστάσεις : the clouds themselves are actually torn 
asunder, and make a noise, like the rending of awnings in a theatre or 
the tearing of paper, as Lucretius aptly says, vi. 108-115. 
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διαστάσεις " Usener unnecessarily corrects to διασπάσεις 

Tapatpipers . . κρυσταλλοειδῆ : ἃ more difficult idea. The clouds, 
congealed to a kind of rigidity, scrape along one another and burst 
with a report cf. Lucr, vi. 116-120: 


fit quoque enim interdum ut non tam concurrere nubes 
frontibus adversis possint quam de latere ire 

diverso motu radentes corpora tractim, 

aridus unde auris terget sonus ille diuque 

ducitur, exierunt donec regiombus artis 


9. κατάξεις, ‘breaking ’, ‘bursting’ doubtfully I follow Bignone in 
adopting this reading from Froben’s editio princeps The majority of 
the MSS. have τάξεις, which 1s impossible. VF has διαστάσεις, whence 
Usener conjectured τάσεις, ‘tension’, the idea bemmg that the clouds 
being stretched emit a sound like the string of a lyre but this is very 
far-fetched. 

κρυσταλλοειδῆ = Surely not ‘like glass’, as Usener renders in his 
analysis, but ‘like ice’, it 1s a less violent form of the process which 
produces hail: see § 106 

καὶ τὸ ὅλον. .° the usual appeal to the ‘plural’ method. τὸ ὅλον 
here apparently the whole subject of meteorology: τοῦτο τὸ μέρος, the 
special question of thunder 

11 ἐκκαλεῖται cf ὃ 86. το 

τὰ φαινόμενα both the phenomena of thunder itself and phenomena 
on earth, which supply analogies 

(4) Lightung. §101 1-§ 102.6 The causes of lightning are set 
out in a rather confusing profusion. The explanations may be 
analy zed thus 

(1) fire-atoms contained τη the clouds are driven out of them— 

a) by collision or friction with other clouds (1-3) ; 
Mi) ap and 4: ἢ 
(c) by compression (6, 7). 
(2) fire atoms are driven out, which came originally 
(4) from the heavenly bodies (8-10), 
(6) from a filtration of lght-particles through the atmo- 
sphere (10-12) 
(3) the cauge 1s wind— 
(2) itself ignited in the cloud (13, 14), 
(8) bursting the clouds and driving out fire-atoms (101. 1-3). 
The last cause (34) is hardly distinguishable from (14), but it 1s now 
regarded from the point of view of the wind as cause. Nearly all the 
explanations can be paralleled in Lucr vi 160-218, and many can be 
discovered in the earher philosophers. 

2. παράτριψιν καὶ σύγκρουσιν.. παράτριψις, the side-fricuon of clouds 
tubbing against each other (cf 100 8); σύγκρουσις, the collision of 
clouds charging against one anotuer. The two operations are of 
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course distinct, but are classed together: it is unnecessary to alter 
καὶ to ἥ, as Usener suggests in his notes. This cause Lucretius 
also places first (vi. 160-163) It was the theory of Democritus, and 
Aetius in his account (1. 3.11) has just the same combination of 
σύγκρουσις and παράτριψις : ἀστραπὴν δὲ σύγκρουσιν νεφῶν, ὑφ᾽ ἧς τὰ 
γεννητικὰ τοῦ πυρὸς διὰ τῶν πολυκένων ἀραιωμάτων ταῖς παρατρίψεσιν εἰς 
τὸ αὐτὸ συναλιξόμενα διηθεῖται 

ὁ πυρὸς ἀποτελεστικὸς σχηματισμός: a splendidly atomic expression : 
the night conformation of the nght kind of atoms to produce fire. 

4. ἐκριπισμὸν ... παρασκευάζει - the second means of ejection; a 
violent casting out by winds, This 15 treated by Lucr. vi. 185-203, and 
may be traced in Anaximander and later in Metrodorus of Lampsacus 
(Aet. ni. 3. 3) 

τῶν τοιούτων σωμάτων ἃ... again characteristic. the nght sort of 
atoms for the purpose. 

6. κατ᾽ ἐκπιασμόν. the third possibility, the atoms are squeezed out 
by the presence of other clouds or of wind, a cause simula: to the two 
preceding, but less violent. Lucretius does not deal with ot separately. 
It was the theory of Anaxagoras. 

7. κατ᾽ ἐμπερίληψιν. .. διὰ τῶν νεφῶν the writer now passes to the 
second class of causes in which the fire 1s not supposed to be onginally 
contained 1n the clouds, but to enter them from without, and first from 
the heavenly bodies. This curious 1dea is explained by Lucr. vi 204- 
213: it was apparently the theory of Empedocles. κατεσπαρμένου 
seems a very necessary correction of the MS. κατεσπειραμένου, Which 
Usener strangely keeps 

10. κατὰ διήθησιν... τοῦ λεπτομερεστάτον φωτός. the light-particles 
are now regarded as collected in the clouds fiom the air in which they 
previously floated. This is not mentioned by Lucretius, but seems to 
have been a notion of Anaxagoras, who regarded the αἰθήρ as fire and 
said that it was κατενεχθὲν ἄνωθεν κάτω, and that the hghining was 
διάλαμψεν. .. τούτου τοῦ πυρός (Arist. Mefeor. 369b 15): cf. also Seneca, 
Nat Quaest, 1. 12. 3, who uses the word d@is/llare, which 1s clearly 
a translation of διηθεῖν. 

(διὰ). a necessary addition of Usener’s. 

11. λεπτομερεστάτου : particles of heat or hght are always in the 
atomic theory extremely hght and subtle, so that they can both rise 
and penetrate cf ὃ 90. 9 λεπτομερῶν τινων φύσεων. 

After φωτός the MSS have ἢ ἀπὸ τοῦ πυρὸς νέφη συνεϊλέχθαι καὶ τὰς 
βροντὰς ἀποτελεῖσθαι καὶ κατὰ τὴν τούτον κίνησιν. The words from ἢ 
ἀπὸ... ἀποτελεῖσθαι are excluded as a gloss by Usener, who then omits 
κατὰ and takes καὶ τὴν τούτου κίνησιν parallel to κατὰ διήθησιν. This 
is arbitrary, and Bignone has shown that the words can be pieserved in 
the text with the slight changes of 4 to ἡ and συνειλέχθαι to συνεφλέχθαι 
(Usener), and the omission of καὶ before κατὰ τὴν τούτον κίνησι.. The 
clause will then constitute a parenthesis connecting the phenomenon of 
lightning with that of thunder, which has already been discussed: it is 
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this penetration of the light particles from the ether which causes the 
kindling of the clouds and so the occurrence of thunder through the 
movement of the enclosed fire. He discovers the same connexion in 
Lucr vi. 150 ἢ, where he says: 


andior porro si nubes accipit ignem, 
uritur ingenti somtu succensa repente. 


The infinitives συνεφλέχθαι and ἀποτελεῖσθαι will be dependent on 
a suppressed ἐνδέχεται, as in § 92. 3 γενέσθαι δύνασθαι. 

In a later note Bignone 1s inclined to keep both καί and κατά and 
to suppose a lacuna: he would then write καὶ κατὰ τζὴν cif καὶ 
κατὰ τ)ὴν τούτον κίνησιν. ois Occurs in Arist. Aeseor. κα. 9. 3694 in 
the sense of ‘a hissing noise’, such as would be produced by the fire- 
particles in contact with the moisture of the clouds and might cause 
thunder. He then quotes as parallel Lucr. vi. 145 ff. where two causes 
are adduced: (1) the noise of the fire in contact with the wet clouds ; 
(2) the onward rush of the increasing fire. An exact parallel would 
then be produced, but I think this 1s going too far in the way of 
imaginative restoration. 

13. κατὰ τὴν τοῦ πνεύματος ἐκπύρωσιν this is the third class of 
causes, namely wind. Here the wind inside the clouds catches fire 
owing to the severity of 1ts motion. Lucretius explains this cause in 
νι 175-182. 

§ 102. 1 κατὰ ῥήξεις. . . ἀποτελουσῶν : wind is here the active 
cause which drives out the fire-atoms. This explanation 1s found in 
Lucr, vi. 214-218, and corresponds nearly to the theory of Democritus, 
given in § ΤΟΣ. 4, but 1s here represented from the point of view of 
wind as the main cause. 

2. ἔκπτωσίν re for ἔκπτωσιν τῶν. the particle is essential, 

3. φάντασμα the ‘appearance’ which we perceive, not said of 
course with any sense of its unreality. 

5. ἀεί - for the MS. καὶ. 

τὸ τούτοις ὅμοιον - i.e. that which in earthly phenomena resembles 
what we see 1n the sky. 

6 συνθεωρεῖν. cf. § 96.9, § g7. 11 

(ec) Why lightning precedes thunder. § 102. 6-§ 103. 2. The writer 
now deals with the question why the lightning precedes the thunder in 
our experience: he offers two solutions, one with the general idea that 
the lightning actually takes place first, the other that the two are 
simultaneous, but the lightning travels more quickly to us than the 
sound. The latter reason alone 15 asserted by Lucr. vi. 164-172, who 
for once seems to abandon his Epicurean suspense of judgement. 

ἡ. περιστάσει : lit. ‘gathering of matter tc form the clouds’: so 
practically ‘atomic conformation’: cf. § 92. 3, § 111. 8. Bignone 
again takes it less concretely, ‘1n the case of such phenomena in the 
clouds ’. 

2978 U 
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καὶ διὰ τὸ ἅμα, . .: this explanation goes with those of lightning 
and thunder above which attributed them to wind: the wind enters the 
cloud and at once expels the fire-particles, and then 18 itself caught in 
the cloud and rushing about causes the sound of thunder, so that the 
lightning does in fact occur first. A description of the idea will be 
found in a different context in Lucr. vi. 194-203. 

8. ἀποτελεστικὸν σχηματισμόν. cf. ὃ ror, ]. 3 above. 

ὕστερον δὲ, ., ἀποτελεῖν τοῦτον ; cf. ὃ 100. 5 above. 

10. κατ᾽ ἔκπτωσιν, ‘Owing to the falling out’ both of the hght and 
sound from the cloud at once. The MSS. are here much corrupted, 
B’s xaréurrwow being the nearest approach to sense. Usener keeps 
κατ᾽ ἔμπτωσιν, but it is not a question of the light and sound entering 
the cloud (which the sound does not do on any theory), but of their 
being driven out of it simultaneously. Usener shows this clearly in 
his analysis, where he renders ‘ posse etiam simul! utrumque nubibus 
emitti’: ἔμπτωσιν cannot possibly mean this, and it seems to me 
necessary to correct to ἔκπτωσιν. Bignone apparently retains ἔμπτωσιν 
in the sense of ‘ occurrence’. 

τῷ Tdxet... τὴν βροντήν : involving of course the general idea that 
light travels quicker than sound. We must remember that on the 
Epicurean theory both sight and sound are caused by actual particles 
of matter, which move from the objects in al] directions, and when 
they impinge on our sense-organs, cause sensation: cf. Ep. 1 
§§ 49-53. 

§ 108. 1. καθάπερ én’ ἐνίων : Lucr. vi. 167~170 illustrates from the 
case of a woodman felling a tree: we see the blow of the axe before 
we hear it. 

πληγάς τινας ποιουμένων : a quite correct atomic expression, refer- 
ring of course to the blows on the pupil of the eye and the drum of 
the ear, made by the impinging particles of the εἴδωλον and the φωνή. 

(75) Thunderbolts. 8 108. 3-§ 104, 4. The ongin of thunderbolts 1s 
explained on the lines of the previous sections. Either they are por- 
tions of wind, fanned into flame by movement inside the clouds, or 
portions of the fire contained in the cloud, driven by the wind: in 
either case the outburst 1s due to the condensation of the cloud, which 
impedes further motion inside itself. The description 1s more detailed 
than usual, and from the fact that Lucretius devotes a long section 
(vi. 219-422) to the ongin of the thundeibolt and its behaviour, we 
may gather that 1t was an important point in Epicurean meteorology. 

3. κατὰ πλείονας πνευμάτων συλλογάς, ‘many gatherngs of winds’, 
Le. the conjunction of several of those whirls of wind pent in the 
clouds, which are described mn ὃ 100. § above. The emphatic word 
i8 πνευμάτων as opposed to πυρός, 1. 7 below: this 1s the distinction 
between the two theories, which in effect come to much the same. 
Lucretius (vi. 246-284) has a long description in which the ideas of 
wind and fire are not kept distinct, though it on the whole inclines to 
the present notion of ignited wind. 
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4 ἐκπύρωσιν καὶ κατάρρηξιν μέρους : the whole is ignited, and then, 
as it comes into collision with denser and denser masses of cloud, 
a part breaks off and falls as a thunderbolt, There 1s no doubt that 
the sentence is continuous, and that καὶ κατάρρηξιν, &c., forms part of 
the first explanation: cf. Lucr. vi. 281~284, where he exactly describes 
this portion of the process. Usener in his text followed the authority 
of the better MSS. and printed ἐκπύρωσιν καὶ κατὰ ῥῆξιν μέρους, 
starting an independent explanation: but, as he sees in his preface 
(p xx), that leaves the first explanation incomplete (and μέρους in the 
second would be strangely vague) Bignone agrees in reading καὶ 
κατάρρηξιν. 

6 διὰ τὸ τοὺς ἑξῆς τόπους. the violent rush of wind condenses 
the cloud more and more, and so it offers an ever increasing resistauce 
to the wind itself as 1t advances, until 1t 1s compact enough to cause 
a portion of the wind to break off and fall out of the cloud. 

7. καὶ κατ᾽ αὐτὴν δὲ In the second explanation it 1s the fire- 
particles which produce the thunderbolt, bering driven violently by the 
wind, and then owmg to the same opposition of the increasing density 
of the cloud, breaking through it and fallng The MSS. have κατὰ 
ταύτην, on which Usener’s κατ᾽ αὐτήν 18 certainly an improvement, 
though even that 1s not very easily intelligible: 1t probably refers back 
to the theory of thunder in § 100. 5 ff 

8 καθὰ καὶ βροντὴν. certainly a reference to the theory of 
§ 100 5. One would have expected a reference to one of the theories 
of lightning here rather than thunder 

9. πνευματωθέντος. cf. πεπνευματωμένον, § 100. ἡ. 

To διὰ τὸ μὴ ϑύνασθαι ὑποχωρεῖν just in the same way as the 
igmited wind above, 1 4 

11. TO πίλησιν γίνεσθαι After these words the MSS, have τὸ μὲν 
πολὺ πρὸς ὄρος τι ὕψηλον, ἐν ᾧ μάλιστα κεραυνοὶ πίπτουσιν The words 
interrupt the sense badly and μέν has nothing to correspond with it, so 
I have followed Usener in rejecting them asa note But the high 
mountain 1s a promiment feature in the Epicurean theory of clouds, as 
we may see from Lucr vi 459 ff., and the note is at any rate on quite 
correct Epicurean lines. 

§ 104 1 καὶ κατ᾽ ἄλλους δὲ τρόπους. .᾿ Lucretius suggests several 
In vi 295 ff., 300 fF, 309 ff 

3. ὃ μῦθος © of course the Idea that the thunderbolt is the direct 
instrument of divine vengeance, which Lucretius combats at length 
Vl. 370-422 

4. τῶν ἀφανῶν. it is of course the causes of celestial phenomena 
which are ἀφανῇ and not the phenomena themselves We are to get 
hints (σημειοῦσθαι) from causes we know about causes beyond 
our ken. 
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IV. ATMOSPHERIC AND TERRESTRIAL PHENOMENA. 


(a) Cyclones. § 104. 5-§ 105. 4. The writer deals first with cyclones 
and suggests three explanations: in the first cloud is the main con- 
stituent, which is forced down by wind: 1n the other two wind, which 
either forms itself into a spiral, or 1s impeded by the mass of cloud 
and so driven downwards. Lucr. vi. 423-450 deals with the same 
topic and, though he only suggests the first explanation, sets it out with 
much picturesque detail. The section owes much to the restorations of 
Usener, who has, however, gone a little too far τῇ ‘correcting’ 1t. 

5. κατὰ κάθεσιν νέφους, &c. The cloud is forced down by wind, 
which also causes its rotation, and its advance sideways 1s caused by 
an external wind: cf. Lucr. vi. 431-442. 

6. στυλοειδῶς, ‘hike a pillar’: a brilliant restoration of Usener’s for 
the MS. ἀλλοειδῶς : Lucr vi. 433 ‘tamquam demissa columna’ makes 
it almost certain 

7. πολλοῦ, ‘ by the violence of the wind’, which in its whirling efforts 
to escape drives on the cloud. Usener reads κύκλῳ, comparing 1. 9 
κατὰ περίστασιν δὲ πνεύματος εἰς κύκλον, but the sense 18 already 
sufficiently given by στυλοειδῶς, and a change here is unnecessary. 

8. εἰς τὸ πλάγιον. another emendation of Usener’s for εἰς τὸ 
πλήσιον. again, }, 11 els τὰ πλάγια διαρρνῆναι gives it strong support 

9. κατὰ περίστασιν. . . In this explanation wind 1s the main con- 
stituent, which forms itself into a rotating spiral. For περίστασις cf 
§ 92. 3, § 102. 7. 

ἀέρος τινὸς ἐπισυνωθουμένου ἄνωθεν: 
‘vento in gyrum acto et desu 
μένου as a middle in an acti 
simultaneously from above ’, 
improbable, (4) 


Usener, who analyses this clause 
per pulso’, apparently takes ἐπισυνωθου- 
ve sense, ‘atmosphere thrusting 1t down 

But (a) such a middle use 1s very 
e ἀήρ could not have this thrusting power. The 
participle is surely passive’ wind in a spiral formation could not in 
itself account for the phenomenon of the spout. it needs also some 

body’: this 1s supphed in a portion of misty atmosphere (ἀέρος τινός) 
which is thrust down from above into the wind-spiral. 

ΗΝ ῥύσεως πολλῆς. .: the third explanation, which also takes 
hes eae chief constituent, follows the lines of the explanations of 
᾿ Ais sph given above. The wind in the cloud, being impeded 
pe condensed mass of cloud in its endeavours to move sideways, 15 

tion. find an exit in a downward direction: cf. ὃ 103. 3-7. 
ean a he ne ἕως pév...: the same distinction of the whirlwinds 
oe - vue Waterspouls at sea produced by the cyclones is implied 

y Lucretius, who, after his description of the phenomenon at sea, 
appends a picture of what occurs on land (vi. 443-447). 

2. ὡς ἂν » ++ ylyntou: Usener having emended ὡς ἄν to ὡς ἀναγκαίως, 
pel τιν to δίνησιν, and γίνηται to γίνεται, then excludes the clause as a 
gloss on δῖνοι. This is exceedingly arbitrary, and Bignone points out 
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that the words will make good sense as they stand if ὡς ἄν be taken in 
the sense of ‘in whatever way’, ‘in all the various ways in which the 
creation of such whirlwinds may occur owing to the movement of the 
wind’. He would however himself prefer to suppose a brief lacuna, 
γίνζονται, ἰδίως δὲ καὶ ὀνομάζονται, ds dy... This would, no doubt, 
give further point to the clause, but once again it seems to be unduly 
ymaginative restoration, and I should prefer to keep the words as they 
stand as a reference to the various kinds of whirlwinds which may 
occur. 

(6) Earthquakes. 8105 5-§106 2. The writer suggests two main 
causes for earthquakes. (1) The dislocation and shaking of the earth 
by wind, which either (2) penetrates from outside, or (4) 1s produced 
by the falling 1n of large masses of ground into subterranean caverns. 
Or (2) this falling may itself circulate a shock underground, which is 
ultimately arrested and returned by compact tracts of earth We must 
remember that the earth 1s conceived of as flat and of no great depth. 
The explanations are for the most part hke those suggested by 
Lucr. vi. 535-607, and may be traced to their authors among the 
early philosophers, from whom too comes the tradition of reckoning 
certain subterranean phenomena among τὰ μετέωρα. 

5 κατὰ πνεύματος... The causing of the earthquake by subter- 
ranean winds 1s described by Lucr. vi. 577 ff. 

6. παράθεσιν. presumably ‘dislocation ’, ht ‘the putting aside’ of 
the earth in small masses by the force of the wind, which ultimately 
by cumulative effect causes a great motion. 

7 δτὴν.. παρασκεύαζει Usener for ὅταν .. . παρασκενάζη (sic). 

τὴν κράδανσιν, ‘the swaying of the earth’. so τὸ περιέχον κραδαίνον- 
ros, Δεῖ. μι 15.4, In his account of Anaxagoras’ theory of earthquakes. 
The reading of the majonty of the MSS points to «padacpov, which 
Casaubon adopied, but the second hand m B supports Hermann’s 
restoration xpddavow 

καὶ τὸ πνεῦμα toiro.. the writer deals with the question of the 
ongin of this wind. It may come from outside. This was apparently 
the theory of Anaxagoras. cf. Aet. loc. cit., and Arist. Afefeor. ii 
7 3652 so Lucr, vi 578: 


ventus ubi atque animae subito vis maxima quaedam 
; extrinsecus . . . coorta. 


8. (4). a necessary addition of Meibom. he must proceed now to 
the alternative cause of the wind. 

ἐκ τοῦ πίπτειν. . .: the second cause: the carth is cavernous 
beneath, and from time to time masses of earth fall in which stir the 
air and so create a wind. This idea is explained in Lucr. vi. 535-556 
and was the notion of Anaximenes: Anst. Afefeor. u. 7. 365 b Bpexo- 
μένην τὴν γὴν καὶ ξηραινομένην ῥήγνυσθαι καὶ ὑπὸ τούτων τῶν ἀπορρηγνυ- 
μένων κολωνῶν ἐμπιπτόντων σείεσθαι. So too Seneca, Wat. Quaesi. vi 
20, in explaining Epicurus’ theories of earthquake says: ‘ fortasse 
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enim aere extrinsecus alo intrante agitatur, fortasse aliqua parte 
subito cadente percutitur et inde motum capit’. 

There can be no doubt as to the meaning, but the text is uncertain. 
The MSS. have ἐκ τοῦ πίπτειν εἰς ἐδάφη els ἀντροειδεῖς τόπους. Usener 
obelizes the first εἰς and suggests in his notes that 1t may represent some- 
thing hke εἴκοντα or ἐκλελυμένα, but Hermann’s simple emendation εἴσω, 
mentioned by Usener in the preface, seems to set the passage right. 

9. ἐκπνευματοῦντα 18 again a correction of Usener's for ἐκ πνευμάτων. 
A participle 1s badly wanted, and this gives yust the sense required : 
Mie may compare πεπνευματωμένον, § 100. ἢ, and πνευματωθέντος, 

103. 9. 

10. ἐπειλημμένον of Q 15 probably nght : πεπιλημένον of the majority 
of the MSS. is certainly wrong: there is no question here of the con- 
densation of air. 

(καὶ) κατ᾽ αὐτὴν δὰ...“ the second main cause: the communica- 
tion of a shock owing to the fall of ἐδάφη There seems to be nothing 
quite like this notion elsewhere. Lucr. vi. 557-576 has the idea of the 
fall, but regards it as due to wind and causing wind, as above, 1 J, and 
Democritus too (Seneca, Wat. Quaest vi 20) connects it with the 
motion of a subterranean stream. The MSS. have κατὰ ταύτην : the 
sense demands Usener’s restoration: cf. § 103 7 

διάδοσιν, ‘the distribution’ of the shock. 

12, ἀνταπόδοσιν, ‘the return’ of the shock: the movement reaches 
a firm, rocky piece of earth and 1s repelled: so, with his general 
notion of wind, Lucr. vi. 568 ff. 

ἀπαντήσῃ. sc. ἡ κίνησις. 

8 106. 2. γίνεσθαι. Usener, who puts a full stop αἱ ἀποτελεῖσθαι, 
suggests in his notes that δυνατόν is missing it 1s probably another 
instance in which ἐνδέχεται or the ike must be supphed~ cf. § 92. 3, 
§ 107. 4. 

(c) (ὁ Volcanoes. 8 106. 3-7 There follows a short passage dealing 
with the genesis of wind, which 1s palpably fragmentary It does not 
seem to be part of a general theory of wind, though Bignone appears 
to take it as such, but rather of its origin im connexion with some 
other phenomenon. Usener is inchned to attach it to the section 
dealing with cyclones (§ 104 above), but it does not seem to fit well. 
Comparing it with Lucretius’ descnption (vl. 680-702 and especially 
694-700), I am inchned to believe that 1t formed part of a section on 
the cause of volcanoes. Lucretius explains that there are subter- 
ranean tunnels from the sea underneath Aetna, and the water which 
thus enters causes the wind which drives out the flames, &c. The 
passage in Lucretius has also been unfortunately mutilated, but we 
may notice the lines: 


et penetrare mari penitus res cogit aperto 
atque efflare foras ideoque extollere flammam 
saxaque subiectare et harenae tollere nimbos, 
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which correspond well enough to the second half of the first sentence 
of this section. If this theory be nmght, a considerable passage must 
have fallen out 

3. τὰ δὲ πνεύματα: Usener suggests that we should read ra δὲ 
πνεύματα (ratra), and whether the reference be to the cyclones or to 
volcanoes, or any other phenomena, it 1s a very probable addition: 
something is wanted to distinguish ra πνεύματα here from τὰ Aouad 
πνεύματα below. 

ἀλλοφυλίας tivds* probably the alien matter of wind as opposed to 
the earth of the volcanoes. I do not understand how Usener takes it 
on his theory of the context. 

4. καθ᾽ ὕδατος ἀφθόνου συλλογήν will, on my view, be a second 
cause, namely, that descnbed by Lucretrus—the entrance of the sea- 
water, which forces the alr in the caverns up as wind. 

5. τὰ δὲ λοιπὰ πνεύματα, ‘other winds’ concerned in the eruption 
apart from the special ones with which he has been dealing: these are 
produced when a few wind-particles or currents fall into the hollows 
beneath the mountain, and setting the interior air in motion cause 
a spreading of wind. Bignone would read τὸ δὲ λοιπὸν. 

6. ὀλίγων : sc. πνευμάτων, as Opposed to the πολλὰ κοιλώματα into 
which they enter. The word does not seem to mc, as Usener thinks, 
to require emendation Bignone would translate ‘few bodches of 
matter’, holding that the writer is arguing against Democnius, who 
said that when many bodies were in an empty space, wind followed : 
this seems very far-fetched. 

διαδόσεως, ‘spreading’ as the currents set in motion the air which 
they meet and that in its turn stirs more distant air: cf. κατ᾽ αὐτὴν δὲ 
τὴν διάδοσιν τῆς κινήσεως, ὃ Τοῦ. 10. 

(α)ὺ Hal §106. 6-§107 4 The wmter now returns from terres- 
trial phenomena to more strictly meteorological occurrences, and deals 
with the formation and shape of hail The text 1s uncertain and the 
meaning obscure’ unfortunately Lucretius passes by the subject of 
this and the next few sections with the general statement that it will be 
easy to account for the formation of such things when we have once 
grasped the nature and powers of the atoms (vi 527-534), nor can we 
derive much assistance from the accounts of the theones of early 
philosophers. The general idea, however, seems clear. Hail ts 
formed either(1) by the powerful congelation of particles of wind, or 
(a) by the milder congelation of particles of water: in erther case 
together with the process of congelation there is a (? simultaneous) 
process of division which causes the formation of small masses of ice 
instead of the freezing of the whole cloud. Wuth regard to details 
both of text and interpretation I am inclined to differ considerably 
from Usener. 

8. κατὰ πῆξιν ἰσχυροτέραν - because it requires a stronger congela- 
tion to sohdify the subtler and more elusive particles of wind than the 
already more compact particles of water. 
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9. πνευματωδῶν : the emphatic word ὦ i lanati 
Opposed to the Diaronihe of the second. ae a ταῦ ae 

περίστασις, ‘conformation’, the comi i 
quarters to form a whole: cf. pone eee βιὴ 
§ ake 9 above: for the wee also ὃ 92. 3, § 102. 7. sis 

καὶ καταμέρισιν : so the MSS., except t ἃ μέ i 
two words, Simultaneous with the ny aos ΕΓ γγάκ cate aca of 
division, which causes the formation of separate nodules of hail instead 
of one solid mass. Usener reads κᾷτα μέρισιν, ‘and anes 

piacere ae : Η a subsequent 
division’. but (a) 1 is extremely improbable that any one held th 
notion that the whole congealed ‘in a mass, ‘and then’ was ainda 
surely τὰ φαινόμενα ἀντιμαρτυρεῖ, (6) the lengthier explanation of 
the process in the second theory shows that this was δι the c 
pee meth follows Usener. sae 

καὶ (kara) πῆξιν μετριωτέραν . . .: the second theory: it 1s water 
bere which congeal, and for this purpose a less sie freezing ic 
equired. (xard) 18 a necessary mnserlion made by Meibom 

10. (kat) ὁμοῦ ῥῆξιν, ‘and at the same time a breaking ’: i.e. just 
as in the case of the πνευματωδῇ particles, there must be a concurrent 
process of division : the idea 1s then doubly explained: this causes 
a simultaneous ‘thrusting together’ (σύνωσις) of the particles, and a 
splitting up (διάρρηξιν) into separate nodules; the former process 
makes the individual parts of the hailstones cling together (κατὰ μέρη), 
the latter makes them cling together as separate wholes (xara ἀθροότητα). 
I believe then that with the single insertion of καί the MS, text gives 
a perfectly intelligible and consistent account of this double process 
and that no further emendation is required. Usener, however, adopts 
the correction ὁμούρησιν (cf. Ep. ad Ad? § 64. 9) for ὁμοῦ ῥῆξιν, and 
to account for it inserts before it ςπνευματωδῶν δέ τινων But (a) the 
alteration is very considerable; (4) the ‘neighbourhood of certain 
windy particles’ 1s not required to account for the double process, 
(c) it destroys the tnple parallelism of the whole clause (wjéw .. . ῥῆξιν, 
σύνωσιν.. .. διάρρηξιν, κατὰ μέρη. .. κατὰ aOpodryra); (4) it introduces 
a confusion between the two explanations: all that 1s required mm the 
second is ὑδατοειδῇ particles (this 15 made clear again by ὃ 107. 3 εἴτε 
ὑδατοειδῶν εἴτε πνευματωδῶν). The correction 1s very ingenious, but 
to my mind quite wrong, Buignone’s translation again follows Usener’s 
text without comment. . 

αι. σύνωσιν : the process of union of the parts m a whole as opposed 
to διάρρηξιν the breaking up into separate nodules: the particles con- 
geal, but in single nuclei, 

ποιουμένην agrees grammatically with ῥῆξιν, but in sense, of course, 
also with πῆξιν. 

12. κατὰ μέρη, as far as regards the parts of the nodules as opposed 
to κατὰ ἀθροότητα, as far as regards the individual nodules as separate 
wholes. With the general idea of the second theory we may compare the 
notions of Anaximenes, χάλαζαν δὲ (ἐκθλέβεσθαι), ἐπειδὰν τὸ καταφερό- 
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εκ eocaite & et aoe εἱς aae iy ἰφα τὰ ὅταν ἀπὸ τῶν 

ψυχρούμενα στρογγυλοῦται (Aet. mm 4. 2) ἐν ἘΠΕ ΛΕΙΣΣΕ ἘΣ 

ὃ 107. r. ἡ δὲ περιφέρεια... : the writer proceeds to consider the 
cause of the round shape of the hailstones and su 

ggests (1) that the 
corners are rounded off as they fall; (2) that as all the composin 
particles come together in exactly even quantities and at even oie 
from all sides, the round shape is naturally formed: this 1s true 
whether the particles are of wind or water. 

2. τῶν ἄκρων ἀποτηκομένων " this 15 stated as Epicurus’ 

Aet ML 4 5 στρογγυλαίνεσθαι δὲ τὴν χάλαζαν ey 
μακρᾶ oe ilar nd 

καὶ ἐν τῇ συστάσει. : i 
Seneca, Net pidge a 1S most ingenious idea 1s again imphed in 

πάντοθεν... ῶ ᾿ 
Girefelnese of inet haan Ube aoc oe ci a ᾿ fh Hayles 
philosopher's theory. ἸΣΕΟΡΗΓΟΙΒ pine 

ὡς λέγεται ᾿" but unfortunately we cannot attribute’it to its author, 
Re: ὑδατοειδῶν: Usener for some reason adopts the reading of F, 
ὑδατοποιῶν, against that of all the other MSS., which preserves the 
parallelism and 1s strongly supported by ὑδατοειδῶν in ὃ τοῦ το. 

(c) Snow § 107. 5-§ 108. 4 A section naturally follows on snow 
The text 1s again corrupt, but the general sense is clear, and a series 
of brilhant emendations have greatly improved the MS. reading. 
There are three theories (1) that waler 1s driven out of the clouds, 
which subsequently congeals in cold regions below; (2) that the 
pressure of clouds on one another congeals the water into snow 
inside, so that it falls out im that form, (3) that the friction of con- 
gealed clouds causes bits of snow to break off along the edges The 
last 1s perhaps the most typically Epicurean explanation. Lucretius 
again passes over the question without comment (v1. 529) 

5 ὕϑατος λεπτοῦ... : the first theory . fine parucles of water exude 
from clouds of the right atomic formation provided with pores to fit 
them, and entering cold regions below become congealed into snow 
flakes. This was the theory of Anaximenes and Anaxagoras, 

6. διὰ πόρων a striking correction of Kiihn’s for διαφορων (variously 
accented) of the MSS. 

θλίψεις, Usener. θλίψεως MSS.- the writer uses διά with acc. rather 
than gen. in this sense, e.g. διά τινα ioxupav .. . ψυχρασίαν just below, 
and the accumulation of genitives would be almost intolerable. 

4. νεφῶν ἀεὶ ὑπὸ πνευμάτων σφοῦράς a Semes of corrections for the 
MSS. νεφῶν καὶ ὑπομνήματος σπορᾶς, which 1s clearly nonsense. 
Usener excludes καὶ, but I have accepted Bignone’s correction ἀεὶ 
(cf. § τοΖ. 5) 

8. ἐν τῇ φορᾷ: 1.6. 1m its descent. 

9. κατωτέρω, Cobet, for κατώτερον 

περίστασιν. see §§ 92. 3, 102. 7, 104. 9, 106. 9. 


ν 
καὶ τὸν ὑετὸν ἀπὸ τῆς 
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καὶ κατὰ πῆξιν 8'...: the second explanation: the congelation of 
the snowflakes may take place inside clouds of sufficiently fine 
texture, and their exudation caused by the pressure of clouds in 
juxtaposition. 

10. ὁμαλῇ ἀραιότητα : the clouds must be fine in texture to produce 
such fine particles as those which compose snow: they must be of the 
game texture all over (ὁμαλῇ) to cause the evenness of the formation 
of the snowflakes: cf of the formation of hailstones, ὃ 107. 2, πάν- 
robe... κατὰ μέρη ὁμαλῶς περιισταμένων. 

ἔχουσιν, Meibom, for ἔχουσαν or ἔχουσα. 

τοιαύτη, Froben, for τοιαύτην 

12. Before ὑδατοειδῶν Usener inserts (τῶν) unnecessarily, ὑδατοειδῶν 
καὶ συμπαρακειμένων ate conditions which must be fulfilled by the 
clouds. Bignone translates ‘ when the watery elements are pressed by 
those near them’: I do not see how this can be got out of the Greek 

σύνωσιν in the technical sense: the driving together of particles to 
form the flake: see ὃ 106. 11. 

13. ὃ μάλιστα γίνεται ἐν τῷ ἀέρι : i.e. this process of σύνωσις, the 
driving together of particles by an external agency to form things 18 
especially frequent in the atmosphere, where there 15 greater freedom 
of movement. We have seen it in the case of hail in ὃ τοῦ. 11. The 
clause is cunous, but not, I think, unnatural There seems no 
necessity for Usener’s ἐν τῷ ἔαρι, though Arist. Mefeor, 1. 12. 347 Ὁ 
says al δὲ χάλαζαι γίνονται ἔαρος μὲν καὶ ὀπωρίνου μάλιστα. 

8 108. τ. καὶ κατὰ τρῖψιν δὲ νεφῶν. a third possibility : the clouds 
themselves may be congealed, and by their friction cause the flakes of 
snow to spring off by a kind of trituration: a specially Epicurean 
idea. 

a. ἀπόπαλσιν. a technical word: the particles which form the con- 
gealed clouds are always in a state of vibratory movement, and the 
friction enables them to ‘leap away’ from the cloud. 

ἂν λαμβάνοι τὸ, Schneider, for ἀναλαμβάνοιτο or ἀναλαμβάνοι τὸ. 

4. ἄθροισμα : again technical, the right conformation of atoms to 
make snowflakes. cf. 100. 3 

(/) Dew and Frost. §108.5-§109. 8. Dew is next dealt with 
in a section which presents no great difficulty. There are two 
theories of 118 formation: (1) that particles which form it unite in the 
atmosphere and fall; (2) that particles rise from damp places, umte 
and form moist drops, which fall again as dew. ‘To this account 15 
appended a brief statement that frost 1s formed in the same ways, 
when the most particles are congealed by cold air. Lucretius does 
not even mention dew in his hst of phenomena passed over: 
vi. 527-534. 

5. ἐκ τοῦ ἀέρος is emphatic: in the first theory the origin of the 
moisture is in the air: moist particles gather together there till they 
form a drop big enough to fall as dew. 

ἡ. καὶ κατὰ φορὰν δὲ. ..: the second theory differs in that the 
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origin of the moisture 1s the earth: moist particles are exhaled from 
damp places which then gather together and fall once more as dew- 
drops. Bignone would read κατ᾽ ἀναφοράν, unnecessarily . cf. φοράν 
for the fallin} 7. 

ἀπὸ νοτερῶν τόπων: sc. marshes, ἢ ὕδατα κεκτημένων, sc places with 
ponds or streams. 

8. οἵοις - Usener’s correction for τοῖς, better than Kiihn’s οἷς, which 
18 too abrupt. 

9. εἰς τὸ αὐτὸ with σύνοδον only: cf, σύνοδον πρὸς ἄλληλα, lg above. 

10. ὕγρασίας - Bignone would insert παχυτέρας : if anything 1s to 
be added I would rather insert τοιαύτης. 

καθάπερ ὁμοίως. . .. the appeal to famihar phenomena is not so 
obvious as usual: perhaps the writer is thinking of such things as the 
formation of steam into water on an intervening solid 

II. τοιαῦτά τινα there 1s obviously a lacuna after these words 
which must have contained (4) the conclusion of the sentence, (4) the 
beginning of a sentence about hoar-frost, as Gassendi long ago inferred 
from the context. I should differ slightly from Usener’s tentative filing 
up, (2) because I think συντελούμενα 18 unnecessary and not quite 
m accordance with the writer’s usual phraseology (cf. § 95. 9, &c ), 
(ὁ) because οὐ διαφερόντως συντελεῖται τῶν δρόσων Seems an unnatural 
expression I suspect a participle, μεταβαλλομένων OF ἀλλοιουμένων 
1s lost. 

8 109. 2 τοιούτων τινῶν, Usener, for the τούτων of the MSS - the 
correction 1s not absolutely necessary, but makes the construction less 
abrupt, and is hinted at by B’s τούτων τινά. 

(g) Ice. 8109. 4-8 <A short section on the formation of ice 
follows Two theores are advanced both hold that ice 1s produced 
by the ehmination of particles of round formation and the gathering 
together of those of angular shape, but they differ in that the first, 
which is probably that of Democritus, descnbes the process as taking 
place entirely in the water, the second holds that it is an external 
formation which then comes and causes congelation in the water. 
The ideas seem rather grotesque to us, but we may remember (1) that 
to Epicurus the alteration of the σχηματισμός of component particles 
1s always the cause of change, (2) that round smooth particles are 
always characteristic of water (cf Lucr 1. 451-452), and that conse- 
quently their emination would be the natural prelhmunary to the change 
of water into a solid; (3) that the observation of the formation of ice- 
crystals might well lead to some such idea. Lucretius (vi. 530) again 
passes over the problem with a mention. 

4 ἔκθλιψιν, ‘the squeezing out’, a technical word of the atomists 
for the process by which a particle (or an atom) between two others 


. 


gets dnven out usually in an upward direction (cf probably Ep i, 


§ 53. 6). 


5. σχηματισμοῦ : the formation of atoms into a nucleus of matter: 
Lucretius’ glomeramen: cf. §§ 101, 102. 
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σύγωσιν, as in ὃ 107. 12. 

σκαληνῶν καὶ ὀξυγωνίων : it is a little difficult to realize the difference, 
but probably by σκαληνῶν he means particles of triangular shape, by 
ὀξυγωνίων other angular formations. 

6. τῶν... ὑπαρχόντων : this 1s emphatic as it is the point in which 
the first theory differs from the second. 

καὶ κατὰ ἔξωθεν : again the emphatic point: the nuclei are formed 
outside, and attaching themselves to the water cause the change in 
shape and texture. We ought perhaps, with Schneider, to read 
κατὰ (τὴν). 

4. πρόσκρισιν : the use of this word leads one naturally to suspect 
that thrs was the theory of Anaxagoras, though I can find no trace of 
it elsewhere: cf. § go. 8. 

8. mood, ‘a certain number’: the use 1s odd, but seems vouched 
for by the MSS. 

(4) Zhe rainbow. ὃ 109. 9~§ 110. 6. The writer proceeds to deal 
with the rainbow. Two theories again are advanced: (1) that st 1s due 
to the shining of the sun’s rays on a watery atmosphere; (2) that it 1s 
caused by a mixture of light and air which produces these colours, 
which are then reflected by the surrounding aur. The former theory 
alone is mentioned by Lucr. vi. 524-526, and seems to have been the 
notion of Anaximenes (Aet, πὶ. 5. 10). 

9. ἀπὸ τοῦ ἡλίου " the MSS, have ὑπό, which can hardly be rght. 
Usener, following F, omits the preposition: I think it 1s more likely 
that it is a mistake for ἀπό. 

Io. κατὰ πρόσκρισιν. the MSS. have κατ᾽ ἀέρος φύσιν, a palpable 
error. Usener reads κατὰ κρᾶσιν, which 1s excellent in sense, but 
hardly accounts for the MS text. I suggest κατὰ πρόσκρισιν (κατ᾽ 
ἀέρος = κατὰ mpda.); cf. ὃ 109, 7 above. If the suggestion be right, 
one would expect this to be the theory of Anaxagoras, though Aetius 
(ii. δ. 11) states that he supported the reflection theory: 1t may be 
that the writer adopted Anaxagoras’ technical term without intending 
to imply his authorship of the theory Buignone, feeling the same 
objection to Usener’s emendation, reads xara σύμφυσιν. 

Ir, ἰδιώματα, ‘the special characteristics’: cf. πρόσκρισιν ἰδίαν 
above. 

εἴτε. . . μονοειδῶς : 1.6. the peculiar combination of light and aur 
may produce all the colours at once, or separate combinations may 
cause the separate colours. 

13. τοιαύτην, Usener, for ταύτην “ cf. § 109. 2. 

14. κατὰ πρόσλαμψιν πρὸς τὰ μέρη i.e. the shining of the same 
light on different parts of the surrounding atmosphere may cause the 
production of different colours: a suggestion to explain povoedds 
above. 

§ 110. 1-6. As a secondary point the writer discusses the shape of 
the rainbow. Here we have two qutte different theorres corresponding, 
though not at first obviously, to the two theories of the formation of 
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the rainbow above: (1) if the rainbow 1s merely the reflection of the 
sun’s light, then it is round because all points of the reflection are 
equidistant from our sight; (2) if it is caused by the m:xture of 
elements of light from the sun and air in the atmosphere, then its 
roundness is due to the fact that one or other of these two component 
elements is actually arranged in round form and impresses its shape 
on the combination. 

ἃ. διὰ τὸ... θεωρεῖσθαι : the conformation of our κόσμος being 
spherical, the yonction of points equidistant from the earth will assume 
a round appearance. 

3. ἢ aivwow ...: this explanation clearly goes with the second of 
the two theories as to the general nature of the rainbow. 

4. τῶν ἐν τῷ ἀέρι... ἀποφερομένων : corresponding exactly, though 
with a more careful statement, to τοῦ τε φωτὸς καὶ τοῦ ἀέρος, 
§ 109. 10. 

ἀτόμων " all the MSS. have τομῶν, a palpable mistake, which, as 
Usener has seen, was corrected by the isertion of ἀτομῶν after the 
participle ἀποφερομένων. 

ἀπὸ τοῦ αὐτοῦ dépos: after these words the MSS. have προσφερο- 
μένου πρὸς τὴν σελήνην Usener insists, followmg C. F Hermann, 
that the words from ἀέρος to σελήνην are only a meaningless repetition 
of a phrase from the following section Usener also excludes αὐτοῦ, 
which I am inclined to keep as emphasizing the contrast between the 
light atoms derived from the sun and the air atoms already in the 
atmosphere: all that need be excluded 18 προσφερομένου πρὸς τὴν 
σελήνην. 

5. περιφέρειαν . ταύτην. This combination (sc. of hght and air 
atoms) stretches downwards, a kind of round shape 1e spreads out 
in the round shape which it assumes from one of itselements But the 
expression 1s odd and the text rather uncertain, all the MSS. having 
καθεῖσθαι instead of καθίεσθαι, which 15 Meibom’s correction. 

(1) Zhe moon’s halo. §110. 7-111 2. Three easily distinguishable 
theories are propounded (1) that the halo 1s formed by air advancing 
from outside towards the moon; (2) that it 1s formed by effluences 
from the moon itself, which are checked equally all round by the 
ar ; (3) that it is formed by the surrounding air, which is piled up in 
a thick circle either by an external current, or by heat which blocks 
up the channels for its movement The text 1s rather corrupt, though 
it has been greatly improved by Me:bom and Usener. Lucretius does 
not deal with this problem, nor does it seem possible to obtain any 
hght from the accounts of the earlier philosophers, from whom no 
doubt these theories are derived. 

4 wat the MSS. have καὶ κατὰ, their most frequent mistake, due to 
dittography. 

9. ἀναστέλλοντος, ‘ blocking’, ‘ banking up”. Meibom’s correction 
for ἀναστέλλοντα, ἃ Mere mistake due to the neighbourhood of ῥεύματα 
and ἀποφερόμενα. 
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10. περιστῆσαι εἰς : Usener’s most ingenious correction of περὶ τῆς 
als, based on Meibom’s previous suggestion πέρ 

καὶ ph τὸ παράπαν διακρῖναι, ‘without any distinction all along’, 
1.6. the process of the banking up of the eee circle takes place 
equally at all parts, an elaboration of ὁμαλῶς in } 

11. ἀναστέλλοντος : : SC. τοῦ ἀέρος, as before " he. expression is loose, 
‘the air checks the air round the moon’. Possibly it was the con- 
sciousness of this carelessness which led the writer to add the clause 
δε έγεται . . . ἀπεργάσασθαι, which explains the real causes of the 
chec 

12. περιφερές, like παχυμερές, is predicative. 

παχυμερές, ‘thick in parts’, 1.e. with 1ts parts closely compressed, 
580 dense. 

§ 111 1. ὃ γίνεται... - ἀπεργάσασθαι. I take this sentence to refer 
only to the last explanation : the ‘ banking’ of the air may be due 
either to an external effluence or to the effect of heat. Bignone would 
refer it to the whole paragraph, taking #rou. . . ῥεύματος as the cause 
of the advance of air from outside (first explanation) and ἢ... ἀπερ- 
as σασθαι as the cause of the ‘banking’ of the air (third explanation). 

he singular 6 seems to me agamnst this. 

κατὰ μέρη τινά, sc. in different parts of the sky during the moon’s 
course one or other of these causes 1s at work. 

2. ἢ τῆς θερμασίας... ἀπεργάσασθαι is not very explicit. Bignone 
takes this to mean that heat seizes on the pores through which the air 
would naturally move and blocks them up, so as to produce the 
phenomenon of the halo. I feel sure that this 1s the meaning, but do 
not see how it can be extracted from the MS text, with which it must 
be that the πύροι are ἐπιτήδειοι εἷς τὸ τοῦτο ἀπεργάσασθαι I therefore 
propose the small change to ἐπιτηδείως 
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The wnter now, with a certain irregularity of procedure, returns to 
celestial phenomena, and deals with certain problems which he had 
hitherto left untouched. It would not be nght to transfer this and the 
following sections to their logical position at the beginning of § 99, 
because the whole letter 1s so obviously a patchwork compilation 
without systematic treatment. Usener suggests that this paragraph 
on comets ought to come after the two sections on the planets and 
fixed stars and immediately before that on falling stars. Again we 
may agree that this would be more logical, but there seems liitle 
reason for supposing that the writer was careful enough to put his 
subjects in the rational order. 

(2) Comets. § 111. 4-11. For the occurrence of comets the writer 
suggests two possible causes, the latter being subdivided. (1) It may 
be that they are casual collocations of fire in the sky due to a special 
atomic conformation ; (2) it may be that they are real permanent stars, 
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and that either (a) some special movement of the sky reveals them to 
us when they were previously hidden, or (δ) they move independently 
so that they come into our vision. I cannot at all agree with 
Usener that (2 4) 1s a mere repetition of (1) and should therefore 
be excluded: see notes. Bignone agrees with me both in keeping 
the text and in the explanation of it. 

5. περιστάσεως, ‘a gathering of matter all round’ to form some 
new object one of the writer’s favourite technical terms- cf. §§ 92, 
102, 104, ἂς 

6. ἢ ἰδίαν. . . ὑπὲρ ἡμᾶς the second cause: the whole heaven 
moves so as to bring the comets into view. compare the account 
given of the motion of sun and moon, ὃ 92 9. 

7. τὰ τοιαῦτα ἄστρα 1s emphatic’ the comets are actual ἄστρα, 
permanent heavenly bodies, which through the movement of the whole 
sky now become visible. 

ἢ αὐτὰ. ἐκφανῆ γενέσθαι. the third cause: the comets may be 
permanent celestzal] bodies, which though the whole heaven remains 
stationary, come into view from time to time by their own movement. 
The construction of the clause, as Bignone points out, is agatn infint- 
tive depending on a suppressed δυνάτον or ἐνδέχεται. cf ὃ 92. 3, 
§ 101. 11, ὃ 106, 2. Usener excludes the whole clause on the ground 
that τ 1s a mere repetiuon of (1), but it differs from tt in that (1) 
regards the comets as occasional temporary aggregations of fire, and 
(2a and 4) as permanent bodies It 15 essential to the passage to retain 
the clause, which 1s then parallel to the second possibility with regard 
to sun and moon given ἸΏ ὃ 92. 9. 

8 διά τινα περίστασιν 1.6 some conformation of the atmosphere 
which presses on these normally stationary bodies and stirs them into 
action Bignone again translates ‘for some reason’ see § 102 7. 

9 τήν τε ἀφάνισιν. αἰτίας. There can surely be no reason why 
Usener should exclude this clause. the explanation of the disappear- 
ance of the comets 1s not only natural but almost necessary. 

(δὴ) Fixed stars §112 1-8 The wrter now proceeds to consider 
the problems of the various kinds of motions of the stais, and deals 
first with the fixed stars | His explanations correspond exactly to the 
theories of the motions of the stars given in § 92, with which passage 
this .s closely connected. (1) Ifthe whole heaven rnoves round and 
the stars witH’ it, then the fixed stars are at the po:nts which do not 
revolve (1.e, the poles), (2) if the heaven is stationary and the stars 
move independently then, (4) if the stars are driven by their own 
whirl (δίνη), the fixed stars are prevented from moving by a circular 
current all round them which keeps them im their place, (6) if the 
stars advance to the regions where they can successively find fuel for 
their flame, then the fixed stars are kept in one place as it 1s the only 
source of their proper fuel. We may therefore fairly attribute the first 
theory to Anaximenes, the second to Democritus, and the third to 
Hersachtus. The reference is to the polar stars, i.e. as Bignone 
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explains, those whose distance from the pole is less than the height 
of oy pole above the horizon, so that they are visible all the year 
roun 

δ 112 τ. τινὰ ἄστρα στρέφεται αὐτοῦ ὃ συμβαίνει : the MSS. have τινὰ 
ἀναστρέφεται αὐτοῦ ὁ συμβαίνει. Usener’s restoration ἄστρα for ἀνα- 1s 
certain, and he nghtly sees that the expresston 15 a remmuscence of 
the Homeric dpxrov.. 4 τ᾽ αὐτοῦ στρέφεται (7). 18. 487). That being 
80, it seems more hkely that the wnter should have made the quotation 
exact and followed it with ὃ συμβαίνει, as the MSS. have it, than that 
he should have brought the phrase into line with his usual form of 
expression by writing, as Usener emends, στρέφεσθαι αὐτοῦ συμβαίνει. 

στρέφεται αὐτοῦ. not merely versatur 1b:dem, but literally ‘ revolve 
in their place’. 

od μόνον. . . στρέφεται. the first cause: these stars are in a 
stationary part of the heaven. 

2. τὸ λοιπόν : sc. ‘the rest of the heaven’: there is no reason to 
adopt Schneider’s τὰ λοιπά, ‘the remaining stars’ 

3. τινές we may then take to be Anaximenes and his followers. 
Usener thinks the reference is not to the polar stars, but to the theory of 
the Pythagoreans that the ‘middle and end’ of the world were fixed. 
But the parallel of § 92 seems to demand the polar theory. 

ἀλλὰ καὶ... καὶ τὰ ἄλλα. the second theory: the other stars per- 
form an orbit, but these are kept im their place by a revolving mng of 
air around them. 

4. περιεστάναι: with the full technical force of περίστασις the 
encircling whirl is formed all round the star 

δ. ἢ καὶ διὰ... .: the third theory, which is really so different in 
general] idea from the other two, 1s carefully marked off from them 

6. κείμενα : emphatic, ‘ fixed’ 

καὶ κατ᾽ ἄλλους. . : the usual caution: the parallel of earthly 
phenomena may suggest several other ways in which the occurrence 
may take place. 

(c) Planets and regular stars. § 112. 9-§ 113. 12. From the fixed 
stars the wnter passes to the moving stars, and fist suggests explana- 
tions for the difference between the (apparently) erratic course of the 
planets and the regular orbits of the other stars. The two explana- 
tions given again correspond, but not so completely, to the theories of 
8 93. The notion of the movement of the whole sky new drops out, 
and the two theores of the independent motion of the individual stars 
are considered (1) 1f they move according to orbits determined by 
necessity from the beginning, then some of these were regular circles 
and some are interrupted by aberrations , (2) if the stars move towards 
the regions which supply their fuel, then some pass always through 
regions equally open and prolific in fuel, others through irregular 
tracts with an unequal supply, so that their movements are erratic. 
For the latter notion we may compare, in a slightly different context, 
Luer. v. 696-7oo. The wording of the passage 1s 2 httle obscure and 
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the text in places uncertain, though I incline, as usual, to think 
Usener’s corrections rash. 

9. εἰ οὕτω... συμβαΐνει: a parenthesis’ ‘if indeed it is the case 
that their movements are erratic’, suggesting the possibility that im 
such distant phenomena even our observations may be doubtful. 

ἢ 118. 1. τινὰ δὲ ph ζοῦτων κινεῖσθαι. The MSS. have τινὰ δὲ μὴ 
κινεῖσθαι, which cannot be right, as the question of the fixed stars has 
already been disposed of in the previous paragraph, and the contrast 
now 1s between the aberrations of the planets and the regularity of the 
stars. Usener boldly emends, on the analogy of the terminology else- 
where in ths paragraph, to τινὰ δ᾽ ὁμαλῶς κινεῖσθαι. But this seems 
too violent, and 1 am inchned to think that δὲ μή 1s night and some 
word has dropped out: possibly ἀνωμαλῶς, but more probably simply 
οὕτω, referrmg back to οὕτω... συμβαίνει. Bignone would exclude 
κινεῖσθαι as a gloss—not a very probable one. 

2. παρὰ τὸ κύκλῳ. ..: the first explananon: in this idea of the 
whirl and ἀνάγκη we seem again to recognize the theory of 
Democnitus, 

3 Spoddy... 6 dpahds... 7. ἀνωμαλεῖς There is considerable 
doubt as to the form of the adjectives. Elsewhere the forms ὁμαλός 
and ἀνώμαλος alone are known the MSS. here are doubtful, they are 
unanimous for ὁμαλήν in 1 3, divided between Guards and ὁμαλεῖς in 
1, 6, and distinctly in favour of ἀνωμαλεῖς in! 7. Usener prefers the 
grd declension forms throughout I incline to think that MS evidence 
combined with the invariable practice elsewhere 1s against It Possibly 
the right solution is, as the MSS suggest, that the writer used ὅμαλός 
but ἀνωμαλύής, a shghtly more probable form than ὁμαλής. 

4 κατὰ τὴν (sc. δίνην) ἅμα τισὶν ἀνωμαλίαις χρωμένην is the MS. text 
and seems to me quite reasonable . the course of the planets is an orbit, 
but at the same time (ἅμα) it has some irregularities. Usener emends 
quite unnecessarily to κατά τινα Sivyow, Bignone less violently but, 
I think, gratuitously to κατά ru’ ἄλλῃν. 

ἐνδέχεται δὲ... : the second theory, that the fuel track of the planets 
is regular, seems to bear the mark of Heraclitus. 

5. παρεκτάσεις, ‘tracts’ of air surely not ‘currents’, as Bignone 
renders 

6. ἐπὶ τὸ αὐτὸ συνωθούσας κατὰ τὸ ἑξῆς, ‘urging them on (by the 
attraction of appropnate fuel) continuously in the same direction ’, 
1.6. n the direction of a regular orbit. 

4. mapadAayds, ‘alternations’, so ‘aberrations’: for the word 
cf § gs. 8. 

8. τὸ δὲ μίαν αἰτίαν... : the usual attack on the ‘theological’ view, 
which adopts one certain theory: cf § 87. 

10. ἀστρολογίαν : here clearly ‘theological astronomy’, the view 
which wishes to see in the movements of the stars an indication of the 
divine will. cf. ἀστρολόγων τεχνιτείας, ὃ 93. 12 

Ir. αἰτίας τινῶν is the MS text, and again there seems no reason 

2978 x a 
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to follow Usener in altering to αἰτίας dorpwv—if indeed that is a possi- 
ble expression. Bignone’s πάντων 1s more probable, but possibly the 
wniter’s expression here was more mild. 

ὅταν... ἀπολύωσι ' again a familiar point, The primary object of 
Epicurean astronomy 1s to show that the divine nature πράγματα οὐκ 
ἔχει, K. A, i, 

(2) Difference of speed in the stars’ orbits, §114. 1-7. The writer 
next deals with the apparent variety of pace in the orbits of the stars. 
His explanations hee cannot be attached closely to preceding theones, 
nor are they exactly parallel to Lucretius’ treatment of the same 
subject (v. 614-649), but they are within the same range of general 
ideas, Enther (1) all stars are going on the same orbit, but some 
faster than others, or (2) some are really moving in the opposite 
direction, but are caught back by the whirl of the others and so seem 
to follow them more slowly, or (3) all move in the same direction, but 
some being at a greater distance from the centre have a larger distance 
to travel The only difficulty of the passage lies in the text and 
mterpretation of the second explanation. 

3. περιιόντα of course nom. plur, roy αὐτὸν κύκλον being an 
internal acc. περιιόντα 15 the correction in Froben’s text for the 
MS περιόντα 

καὶ παρὰ τὸ. ὑπὸ τῆς αὐτῆς δίνης. with this, the MS. tcxt, the 
idea seems to be that the ‘slower’ stars are actually moving in an 
orbit in the opposite direction to that of the ‘faster’ stars, but they 
are, 85 11 were, caught up by the whirl of the others and dragged back, 
so that they seem to move in the same direction as the others, but less 
fast The idea is not quite clearly thought out, but sufficiently clear 
to be maintained in the text. Usener alters τῆς αὐτῆς to τοιαύτης, and 
in his analysis renders causam posse esse vertiginem ila ex orbila 
defrahentem, the idea being apparently that of a whnl ‘ of the requisite 
nature’ (τοιαύτης) dragging the stars out of their course. But (4) this 
entirely neglects τὴν ἐναντίαν κινεῖσθαι, (0) ἀντισπώμενα could only mean 
‘dragged tn the opposite direction’ and not ‘dragged out of the 
course’; (c)the facts of the case are against such an idea, which 15 
more appropriate to a planet. Bignone apparently accepts τοιαύτης, 
but agrees with me in the general :dea of the passage. 

4 τῆς αὐτῆς δίνης then 15 the whirl which moves the other stars 
as opposed to τὴν ἐναντίαν : cf. τὸν αὐτὸν κύκλον above. To me the 
expression seems quite clear and natural. 

καὶ παρὰ τὸ περιφέρεσθαι. .: this idea approaches nearly to the 
theory of Democritus as explained by Lucr. v. 621-636, but is without 
the elaborate notion of optical delusion which was a cardinal point in 
Democnitus’ explanation. We may compare the expressive phrase in 
the Epicurean Diogenes of Oenoanda, 355. vill. 1. 11 οἱ μὲν ὑψηλὴν 
ζώνην φέρονται, of δ᾽ αὖ ταπεινήν. 

6. τὸ δὲ ἁπλῶς... the same caution as above, ὃ 1132. 8. To insist 
on the single explanation is to lay claim to miraculous knowledge 
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(τερατεύεσθαι). Compare again Diog Oen./7 viil. 3 7 μάντεως yap 
ἃλλόν ἐστιν τὸ τοιοῦτον ἢ ἀνδρὸς σοφοῦ 

(e) Falling stars §114. 8-§ 115 8. The letter proceeds to deal 
with falling or shooting stars, a sequence which would be quite natural 
if we were to follow Usener’s suggestion and transfer the section on 
comets to a place immediately before it Three explanations are 
offered, as to the first of which there 1s great divergence of opimon 
As I understand the passage they are. (1) the falling stars may 
actually be fragments of stars, rubbed off 1n collision of star with star 
and driven down towards earth by an outburst of wind; (2) they may 
be formed by a gathering of fire-producing atoms, caused to fall in 
the direction of the impulse started by their meeting , (3) they may be 
formed by a gathering of wind in dense clouds, which 15 ignited when 
1t cannot find an outlet, and then buists out and falls in the duection 
of its original mpulse. Usener inteiprets the first theory quite differ- 
ently and alters the text, but in any case the paragraph must be care- 
fully compared with that deahng with comets (§ 111) and those which 
treat of hghtnmg (88 1ro1-102) and thunderbolts (§ 103) 

8 παρὰ μέρος, ‘in part’, almost ‘i individual cases’, as Bignone 
translates it. It may possibly be used in a more strictly local sense, 
‘in places’ cf κατὰ μέρη, ὃ 111 1. 

κατὰ παράτριψιν Usenei’s correction for καὶ παρὰ τρίψι.. The 
repetition of παρὰ is not, I think, rmpossible, and the uncompounded 
τρίψις might be used here (see, however, § rox. 2), but καὶ is unin- 
telhgible afte: καὶ παρὰ μέρος, and the confusion of καί and kare 15 the 
commonest mistake in the MSS. 

8-11. κατὰ παράτριψιν. , ἐλέγομεν I take this whole clause to- 
gether as constituting the first cause and, with some hesitation, 1¢etain 
the MS. ἑαυτῶν. The idea is that stars 1ub together and fragments 
break off, which fall through the atmosphere. compare, as the wnter 
tells us, the description of the first cause of the creation of hghtning 
(§ ror 2 ἢ). The explanation will then be parallel to the second and 
third explanations of comets, namely, that shooting stars are in point 
of fact stars, or m this case, fragments of stars, whereas the other two 
explanations regard them as occasional formations. 

If this view be correct, (1) παράτριψιν ἑαυτῶν 1s a loose expression, 
for it 1s of course the collision of stars which causes the fragments to 
be rubbed off, and not the collision of the ‘ falling stars’ themselves. 
Bignone, agreeing with me in the general view of the phrase, would 
read ἄστρων for ἑαυτῶν, which would certainly make the expression 
much clearer, but this I do not consider necessary, aS ἄστρων can so 
easily be derived as the equivalent of ἑαυτῶν from of λεγόμενοι ἀστέρες 
éxmurrey in 1, 8, (2) καὶ παρὰ ἔκπτωσιν will denote a further step m 
the same cause’ the fragments of stars are first rubbed off and then 
caused to fall by the action of wind. Buignone takes the words as 
mtroducing the second cause: but (a) the introductory phrase for 
anew Cause in this section 1s καὶ κατὰ, not καὶ παρὰ, and (δ) in the 

Χ 2 Ὁ 
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parallel account of lightning in § ro1 the ‘falling out’ of the frag- 
ments rubbed off 1s denoted by ἐξολεισθαίνων ; (3) the parallel to the 
explanation of the lightning flashes will not be exact, for they are 
created by the friction of clouds: but I take it that the reference 18 
intended to suggest the kind of παράτριψις and ἔκπτωσις which the 
writer has in mind and not to insist on an exact parallelism of occur- 
rence. Usener however, desiring an exact parallel, reads νεφῶν for 
ξαντῶν and πυρὸς ἔκπτωσιν for παρὰ ἔκπτωσιν. But the changes seem 
to me (as to Bignone) unjustifiably violent; they are not really 
requred by the reference to the section on lightning, and they 
destroy the parallel to the section on comets which we should certainly 
expect to find. Bignone notices further that they would make the 
first cause very little different from the third I prefer, therefore, 
to retain the MS text and explain it as above, though admitting that 
11 1s a rather careless piece of writing 

9. καὶ παρὰ ἔκπτωσιν, ‘and then by the falling out of the frag- 
ments’. Bignone, as already noted, takes this of an alternative cause. 

10, ἡ ἐκπνευμάτωσις, ‘the blowing of them out by wind’. Bignone 
renders ‘the combination of fire and air, of which we have spoken in 
treating of lightning’. But (1) τὲ is surely impossible that ἐκπνεὺυ- 
μάτωσις could imply as much as this; (2) καθάπερ Ought to refer to the 
whole clause and not to one word only. ἢ 

§ 115. 1, καὶ κατὰ σύνοδον δὲ, .. γένηται. The second cause, the 
casual gatheiing of fire-particles, which then fall in the direction 
originally given them by their meeting Compare the first explanation 
of comets in ὃ 111 4. 

2. συμφυλίας, ‘a kinship’, 1e. a gathering of kindred matter, the 
περίστασις Of § rrr. 8“ an unusual but quite natural term for the 
writer, which seems to be corroborated by the MS. variations. 

καὶ κίνησιν; the MSS have καὶ κατὰ κίνησιν, which might per- 
haps be kept to express a subordinate cause hke καὶ παρὰ ἔκπτωσιν 
in ὃ 114.9: but the wmiter’s usual practice 1s only to insert the 
preposition again when he is mtroducing a new cause, and the confu- 
sion and dittography of καί and κατά 1s so common that we should 
probably follow Usener in excluding κατὰ here. 

of Gy ...: ‘wherever’ 1s a little awkward in expression, and we 
should perhaps adopt the suggestion made by Usener in his notes 
ot &y ..., ‘in whatever direction ’. 5 

8. καὶ κατὰ πνεύματος. .. : the third suggestion 1s that the falling 
stars are really ignited wind: cf, the sections on lightning and the 
thunderbolt. 

5. τούτου, Usener: the τούτων of the MSS. is a mere mistake: 
von der Muehll prefers the plural all through, πνευμάτων... τούτων... 
φερομένων. 

κατείλησιν, ‘the whirl’ of a pent up body: cf. δ 101. 14, &c. 

ἐπέκρηξιν seems to be what is mtended by the MS. vanants (three 
MSS. have it), thongh the force of éw- 18 not easy to see, and Usener 
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gests that we ought to read the simple ἔκρηξιν. Von der Muehll’s 
ἔκρηξιν (éx) 18 attractive. 

6. τῶν περιεχόντων, ‘from the surrounding matter’, i.e. the πυκνώ- 
para ὃὄμιχλοειδῆῇ  Bignone translates ‘the bursting asunder of the 
parts on the outside’, but this seems to miss the force of ἐπέκρηξιν. 

7. φερομένου, Usener nghtly, with πνεύματος, 1. 4: φερομένης (MSS ) 
15 again a mistake due to the neighbourhood of φορᾶς. 

8. ἀμύθητοι, MSS.. the word, when 1t occurs (e.g. Dem. 520 20), 
usually means ‘unspeakably large, or many’, a sense which 1s 
obviously out of place here, though Cronert would retain it in that 
sense. I do not think, seeing the writer's many references to μῦθος, 
that 1t 1s impossible that he should use the word meaning ‘ uncon- 
taminated by myth’: cf. especially the conclusion of the parallel 
section on thunderbolts (§ 104 2) μόνον ὁ μῦθος ἀπέστω. Usener, 
presumably regarding this as impossible, reads ἀνύσιμοι, ‘effective’, 
another very violent and, I think, unnecessary change Bngnone retains 
ἀμύθητοι, noting that Lortzing proposed ἄμυθοι, whch 1s the more 
usual word in this sense 

(S) Weather-signs from animals §116 9-§116 3. A concluding 
ironical paragraph follows on the supposed signs of the weather given 
by the appearance of certain animals—e.g the swallow as the herald 
of spring Such ‘signs’ are, the writer says, merely due to coinci- 
dence: the animals cannot exert any influence on the course of the 
seasons, and no animal of any sort, let alone a divine being, could be 
so enamoured of trifles as to play the game of watching for the animals 
and thus bringing the prediction to pass. The irony of the passage 
is m rather marked distinction to the general matter-of-fact style of 
the letter, and reminds us of passages 1n Lucretius. In his amused 
scorn the writer seems to have forgotten the explanation that 1t 1s the 
approach of a new season which causes the animals to appear. 

9 ἐπισημασίαι, ‘signs of the weather’ cf ὃ 98, where in dealing 
with the signs given by the stars, the wnter says that some of them 
are due to chance coincidence, καθάπερ ἐν τοῖς éudaveot παρ᾽ ἡμῖν 
ζῴοις. 
κατὰ συγκύρημα τοῦ καιροῦ, cf. ὃ 98 9 κατὰ συγκυρήσεις καιρῶν. 

8 1168. 2 κἂν (ei). the addition of Usener seems necessary, as 18 
Cobet’s ἄν just before 

μικρὸν χαριέστερον εἴη, obviously an allusion to a proverb, ‘the 
smaller the trifle, the greater the joy’. 

3. ἐμπέσοι : another certain correction for the MS. ἐκπέσῃ. 

Conclusion. § 116. 4-12. The letter ends with a conclusion based 
more or less closely on the corresponding conclusion of the first 
letter. These main principles, and especially the doctrine of the 
origin of things and the infinity of the atoms and space, must be 
thoroughly grasped, together with the fundamental reason for their 
knowledge, the true pleasure of life: from them an understanding of 
the details will naturally follow. 
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δ' τοῦ μύθου ἐκβήσῃ, the avowed object all through this second 
letter, and one of the chief sources of ἀταραξία. 

6. τῶν ἀρχῶν, ‘the origins’ of things,1 6. the atoms and space. 

7 dmepias: i.e. the infinity of the two ἀρχαί and of the κόσμοι. 

8. κριτηρίων here must be the criteria of truth on the mtellectual 
side, 1.6. αἴσθησις and πρόληψις. 

παθῶν. the criteria of rightness on the moral side: they are usually 
included with the other two under the general head of κριτήρια 
(e.g. D. 1. x. 31), but the separation here 1s quite natural, and there 
1s no reason, with Kochalsky, to suspect the text. 

οὗ ἕνεκεν 1e the ἀταραξία, freedom for the disturbance of theo- 
logical beliefs, which 1s the greater part of the true philosopher's 
ἡδονή, 

9. τῶν κατὰ μέρος the detailed phenomena of nature and their 
explanation 

TO καταγαπήσαντες : not merely understood but accepted them as 
a creed Bignone renders ‘studied with the utmost care’, which 1s 
hardly strong enough 

ταὶ ¢: Kuhn’s necessary correction for ἢ 

(av) an inevitable addition of Usener’s, 

12. περιεποιήσαντο, ‘made it thei own’ they have not otherwise 
attained ἀταραξία. 


LETTER TO MENOECEUS 


Tue third letter, wntten to Epicurus’ disciple Menoeceus, 1s a brief 
exposition of the plulosopher’s moral theory It starts with a reitera- 
tion of the two fundamental conditions of the moral hfe, the nght 
understanding of the nature of the gods and the freedom from the fear 
of death, after which the rest of the letter 1s devoted to a clear and 
logical statement of Epicurus’ view that pleasure is the end of hfe and 
of the sense in which this is to be understood 

The letter 15 not intended, hke that to Herodotus, for the use of 
advanced students, but 1s a simple and straightforward exposition for 
the general reader It 15 in fact an ‘exoteric’ work, as Aristotle might 
have called it, and as such, contains far more references than the 
other letters to rival theones and popular views The common ideas 
as to the nature and activities of the gods aic passed in review (§ 123) 
and their weakness 1s exposed, popular notions as to the terrible 
nature of death are condemned (§§ 125, 126), and vulgar conceptions 
of the character of true pleasure are refuted (§ 131) References are 
made, mplicitly or expheatly, to leas of Plato (δ 132), of the Cyrenaics 
(§ 127), of the Stoics (§ 130), of Theogms (δ 126), and possibly of 
Epicharmus (δ 125) and Mimnermus (§ 126) It 1s cleat that however 
devoted a disciple Menoeceus may have becn, the letter was intended to 
reach a wider public who might still be unde: the influence of an 
erroneous philosophy or of the unsupported maxims and opinions of 
popular thought 

For this reason the letter 1s written ina very different style from that 
of the letter to Herodotus. The expression 15 almost invariably smooth 
and arttsttc, free from the crabbed obscunties of the first letter and the 
hasty carelessness of the second I1 1s in the Atuc mood, in a mellow 
and straightforward Greek, with far fewer :diosyncracics of vocabulary 
and idiom, and Jess technical diction than either of the other two letters 
or the Kvput Δόξαι Epicurus employs such dehberate artifices as 
antithesis and assonance, one can almost trace an intentional rhythm, 
and certainly (though Usener has probably pressed the point too far) 
there is in general a deliberate avoidance of hiatus. As a consequence 
no doubt of its greater ease and fluency, the text of the letter has been 
far better preserved in the MSS. of Diogenes and, except in the Jast 
three sections, presents few serious difficulties 

The genuineness of the third letter has not been disputed, and in it 
we see Epicurus at his best. He ts still the dogmatic teacher, certain 
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of the truth of his own position and contemptuous of all who differ 
from him, he preserves his characteristic gravity and seriousness, and 
has, for instance, no trace of the playfulness and irony of Plato or of 
the humour of Anstotle, but the reader cannot fail to find a certain 
attractiveness in this cold, severe style, which seems to bring before us 
a vivid picture of the aged philosopher discoursing to his young fnends 
in the Garden 


IntRoDucTION (§ 122). 


The introductory paragraph presents no serious difficulties. Philo- 
sophy 1s for all ahke: no one 1s too young or too old for it, and to 
refuse to study it 1s at any age to throw away one’s chance of happ1- 
ness. This 1s an emphatic declaration of Epicurus’ essentially 
democratic view: he had no desire to form a new esoteric sect, but 
wished to place his philosophy at the service of any who would 
hear it. 

§ 122. 3. mdpwpos, ‘ past the age’ the word is not quoted elsewhere 
in this sense, but the neighbouring ἄωρος makes 118 meaning clear. 

4. ἢ μήπω is the reading of the MSS. (εἰ B), and there seems no 
reason for excluding ἢ which anticipates ἢ before παρεληλυθέναι : 
indeed it makes it easier to take τὴν ὥραν with ὑπάρχειν. 

ὑπάρχειν ἢ the MSS. have ὑπάρχειν ὥραν ἢ, which must be 
emended either by the insertion of the article before dpay, as Cobet 
proposed, or by omittung ὥραν as a gloss. The latter seems the 
better course, as the repetition of τὴν ὥραν would be both unnecessary 
and harsh, and Epicurus in this letter shows much greater attention to 
such points of style 

5. πρὸς εὐδαιμονίαν is Of course emphatic: a man might just as well 
say that he 1s 100 young as too old to be happy. 

μήπω is a necessary correction for the MSS. μὴ F makes a similar 
mistake immediately afterwards in reading μὴ for μηκέτι. 

ἡ. νεάξῃ τοῖς ἀγαθοῖς, ‘may be young in blessings’, a rather unusual 
expression: νεάζειν τῷ τρόπῳ 1s quoted from a fragment of Menander, 
but is not quite so harsh 

διὰ τὴν χάριν τῶν γεγονότων, ‘by the grateful recollection of the past’, 
1.6. of the philosophic truths which he learnt in earlie: hfe. The phrase 
has almost a New Testament mng: there are other indications of an 
approximation of Epicurus’ language to the Hellenistic, ¢.g, the use of 
σάρξ, K. A.tv. There is no need to follow Ritter m altering to χαρὰν. 
For this idea of the value of recollection Bignone refers to K. Δ. 1x 
and Sené. Vas, xv. 

9. διὰ τὴν ἀφοβίαν τῶν μελλόντων because he will know the truth 
about the government of the world and the dissolution of the soul at 
death. 

μελετᾶν : probably ‘meditate on’, not ‘practise’: so at the end 
of the letter, § 135. δ Note its combination with πρᾶττε in ὃ 123. 1. 
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Tue First Principtes oF tHE Goop Lirz (§§ 123-127). 


8 123. In a bref sentence Epicurus recommends his disciple to keep 
in mind the first principles, which are the guarantee of a happy and 
good life. 

1 παρήγγελλον: the imperfect seems to refer to verbal instructions 
given while Epicurus and Menoeceus were together. Oral teaching 
was always the basis of Epicurus’ instruction. cf. £p. ad Hdt., 
§ 83. 12 note 

2. στοιχεῖα, ‘first principles’. cf. κατεστοιχειωμένον, Lp. ad Hdt., 
§ 35.9 There he was deahng with physical and metaphysical prin- 
ciples; here he is speaking of the moral principles, the στοιχεῖα τοῦ 
καλῶς ζῆν 

διαλαμβάνων. more than ‘receiving ” or ‘accepting’: ‘ distinguish- 
ing’ these moral principles from other στοιχεῖα as the ground of the 
good hfe 80 frequently n Zp ad Hate g.§ 58 6 

The two great principles, which Epicurus now enunciates, that the 
gods need not be feared, and that death is nothing to us, were part of 
the Epicurean τετραφάρμακος, and form the subject of K A.1 and nu. 


1. The nature of the gods (§§ 123-124) 


The Epicurean theology 1s here viewed in its moral aspect, as it 
affects human beings. That the gods exist 1s certain, for the know- 
ledge of them 15 due to immediate (mental) perceptions, which are 
common to 8}} men They are also, as 1s commonly supposed, blessed 
and immortal, but popular rehgion errs in attributing to them the 
government of the world, and feehngs of anger and love towards men, 
which are inconsistent with their blessedness. They live apart from 
the world and are not concerned with its changes and chances. Yet 
by the visitation of their images man can be brought to have a share 
in their ἀταραξία, so that a place 1s still left for religion. The removal 
of fear and the communication of tranquillity thus both contribute to 
the good life 

3. ζῷον ; God 1s a living being, though the pecuhar formation of his 
person distinguishes him from all other creatures. 

ἄφθαρτον καὶ μακάριον, ‘imperishable and blessed m happiness’: 
cf. K. A. 1 τὸ μακάριον καὶ ἄφθαρτον. 

4. ἡ κοινὴ ... νόησις, ‘ the universal] conception’ the idea which 18 
in the mind of every man. This idea was created, as we Jearn from 
Lucr. v. 1161 ff., by the constant influx into the mind of subtle umages 
(εἴδωλα) passing from the persons of the divine bemgs and thus 
creating in the mmd a ‘concept’ {πρόληψις): the process 1s exactly 
described by the verb treypapy. 

μηθὲν. . . προσάπτε, i.e. we must not attnbute to the gods any 
care or anxiety, such as would be implied in the government ol the 
world, or any feehngs of anger or favour towards men, which would 
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disturb or diminish their complete happiness: this is where popular 
religion makes its mistake Note how the non-interference of the 
gods in the world 1s presented as a deduction not from the workings 
of phenomena, but from the nature of the gods themselves cf. ΚΖ. 
ad Hdt., § 77 

7. θεοὶ μὲν γὰρ εἰσίν an emphatic declaration of Epicurus’ position ° 
he was not an atheist As he explains in the next sentence, the con- 
ception of the gods 1s universal in the minds of men and cannot 
therefore be denied 

8. ἐναργὴς  . γνῶσις. the knowledge of the gods 1s a matter of 1m- 
mediate perception, not im this case by the senses, but directly by the 
mind. It was the result of an ἐπιβολὴ τῆς διανοίας (see Appendix, 
PP. 259 ff) ἐναργής 15 a technical term used of the immediate percep- 
tion of a near object. 

9 (ot) πολλοί. Gassendi’s insertion of the article 1s essential for the 
meaning and 1s amply justified by τῶν πολλῶν below, ll] 10 and εἰ 

οὐ yap φυλάττουσιν αὐτοὺς οἵους νομίζουσιν, ‘for they do not preserve 
them as they think them to be’,1e they do not consistently keep up 
the idea of their blessedness and tranquillity, but attribute disturbing 
passions, &c,tothem But νομίζουσιν in this sense is certainly very 
awkward coming immediately after its use m reference to the erroneous 
opinions of men, and there 1s a strong temptation to adopt Usener’s 
conjecture νοοῦσιν, which would refer back to ἡ κοινὴ τοῦ θεοῦ νόησις τῇ 
1.4. ‘they do not represent them consistently as they originally conceive 
them’ (so too Bignone). There 15, however, no warrant for the con- 
jecture, and it 1s perhaps safer to retain νομίζουσιν 


10. ἀσεβὴς δὲ... προσάπτων for the general thought cf. Lucr. v. 
1198 ff and vi, 68 ff. 
8124 1 οὐ γὰρ ἀποφάσεις a very technical clause the 


popular representations of the gods (as taking a part in the affairs of 
the world) aie not ‘concepts’ formed in the mind by the constant 
repetition of the ἐναργής vision of the image, but ‘ suppositions’ or 
additions of the mind (προσδοξαζόμενα), inferences, as Lucretius tells 
us in v 1183 ff., from their observation of the regular sequence of 
phenomena on the earth and in the sky For πρόληψις see note on 
νόησις, ὃ 123. 4 above ὑπόληψις is defined in Vita Hpreurt, § 34, 
as the equivalent of δόξα, an inference from phenomena, which may 
or may not be truc 

2 ἔνθεν ai μέγισται βλάβαι... 5 ὡς ἀλλότριον νομίζοντες a difficult 
and obscure piece of writing. I take ἔνθεν to refer to the ἀποφάσεις, 
and to be used in the shghtly forced sense ‘ according to which’: the 
subject of οἰκειούμενοι in the next sentence then 1s ‘men’, or rather 
ot πολλοί. The majonty of men judge others according to their own 
accepted standard of ethics. they are in the habit of welcoming those 
they see to be like themselves and rejecting those whom they find 
alien. They therefore falsely attach to the gods a similar habit, and 
suppose that they do harm to the wicked and benefits to the good. 
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In spite of the slight difficulty attaching to the meaning of ἔνθεν, this 
seems to me the natural interpretation. 

Bignone takes ἔνθεν to mean ‘from the gods’ and believes the 
subject of οἰκειούμενοι to be of ἀγαθοί. He translates ‘ Yet from the 
gods the /olzsh and wicked obtain the greatest evils and the good and 
wrse the greatest benefits, for they, accustomed to their own virtues, 
embrace and make dear to themselves those who are like them, and 
consider alien what is discordant with them’ He thus believes the 
ἔνθεν clause not to be a statement of false popular belief, but of the 
actual facts. the good do derive benefil from the visitation of 
the images of the gods, because they can appropriate what is like 
themselves This 1s good Epicureanism, but I doubt if it can be 
derived from the Greek (1) ἔνθεν and ἐκ θεῶν will be an awkward 
tautology, which Bignone glosses over in his translation; (2) his 
argument largely depends on the words * foolish’ and ‘wise ' which he 
introduces withoul any warrant into the translation , (3) this Epicurean 
subtlety 15 alien to the rest of the section ,(4) his objection that popular 
opinion does not represent the gods as domg kindness to the good 
and injury to the evil 1s not sound in a certam stage of religious 
opinion (e g the Psalms) this opmion 15 very commonly found, (4) 15 
there any evidence in Epicureanism for the idea that the images of the 
gods do harm to the evil ? 

3 βλάβαι τε the MSS. have βλάβαι αἴτιαι, for which Usener’s 
correction βλάβαι re 15 not altogether satisfactory Is it possible that 
Epicurus wrote βλάβαι τοῖς αἰτίοις on which κακοῖς was a gloss? Von 
der Muehll would write ai μέγισται βλαβῶν αἴτιαι τοῖς ἀνθρώποις. 
καὶ ὠφελειῶν. 

3 (τοῖς ἀγαθοῖς) seems a necessary addition the antithesis can 
hardly have been left understood. 

5 ὡς ἀλλότριον νομίζοντες Uscner parallels the construction from 
Plat. Legg. 1x. 879 νομέζων ὡς πατέρα ἢ μητέρα, but adds ‘ exspectes 
verbum spernend:’. A more direct opposition to ἀποδέχονται would 
indeed be natural, but is not essential. 


2 Death (8§ 124-127). 


The second great principle, that death 1s nothing to us, is also 
viewed in its moral aspect. As the true understanding of the nature 
of the gods relieves us from fearin this life, so the knowledge that 
consciousness ceases at death relieves us from fear with regard to 
a subsequent life. Moreover, since death will not be terrible when it 
comes, there 1s no reason why its anticipation should disturb us. The 
whole thought 1s worked out clearly, and as in the previous section the 
Epicurean view 1s set in contrast with popular notions 

7. μηδὲν πρὸς ἡμᾶς εἶναι τὸν θάνατον the simple and emphatic 
expression which recurs frequently in Epicurean documents « cf. ὃ 125, 
K Δι᾿, and Lucr im. 830. 
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8. πᾶν ἀγαθὸν. . . ἐν αἰσθήσει : as in the physical world, so tooin the 
mora] world, αἴσθησις is the final criterion, but here it takes the form of 
πάθος, the internal feeling of pleasure or pain, which 1s the measure of 
good and bad. πάθος then, like αἴσθησις, has its place among the 
κριτήρια. 

10, τὸ τῆς ζωῆς θνητόν, ‘the mortality of life’, sc. the fe which 18 
bounded by a mortal period. 

11. ἄπειρον. the MSS. have ἄπορον, but the correction of Aldobran- 
dinus and Menagius is inevitable: the false notion about death, 
which 1s popularly current, adds ‘an infinite period’ of conscious 
existence after death Bignone accepting ἄπειρον here, but wishing to 
account for the MS. text and noticing Epicurus’ conscious habit 
of parallelism in this letter, would insert ἄπορον after ἀλλὰ τὸν. 

Ὁ 125. 1. οὐθὲν γάρ ἐστιν ἐν τῷ ζῆν δεινὸν. a rather startling deduction 
at first sight, but we must remember that to Epicurus the fear of death 
was not only the greatest of all fears in life, but was also the cause of 
other evils (cf. Lucr im. 59 ff ). 

2. γνησίως, ‘ genuinely’, ‘ whole-heartedly’, a rather odd use which 
recurs in ὃ 130 7. 

3. ὥστε μάταιος ὁ λέγων. Bignone thinks the reference may be to 
Epicharmus (7. 11 Diels), but 1t seems more likely to be an attempt to 
gei over what 1s in reality the popular feeling about death, not that it 
will be painful when it comes, but that the present thought of 1t 18 
painful. Epicurus argues that the two are identical. we do not dread 
the coming of what will not be unpleasant when it comes We might 
reply that death 1s painful in thought because it will mean the cessation 
of many present pleasures ; to which Epicurus would answer that‘ we’ 
shall not be there to feel the loss (cf. Lucr. m1. 900). 

5. παρὸν. the reading of some MSS. παρὼν 1s due to the neighbour- 
hood of παρών in |. 4. 

6. ἐπειδήπερ: a fuller explanation of the way in which ‘death is 
nothing to us’. so long as we live, death 1s not there, and when death 
comes, ‘we’ shall be no more, for consciousness will be gone. 

10. οὐκέτ᾽ εἰσίν : the hiatus (οὐκέτι εἰσίν MSS.) should be avoided as 
In μηκέτ᾽ εἶναι, ὃ 122. 6. 

11. ἀλλ᾽ οἱ πολλοὶ... .§ 127. 4. οὐκ ἐπιδεχομένοις. Having stated his 
own position Epicurus turns to the popular views of death. In the first 
place men are inconsistent. they sometimes dread death as the worst 
of evils, at other times they long for it as a respite from suffering. The 
wise man neither wishes to escape from hfe nor fears death: he does 
not ask for the longest but for the most pleasant life. 

12. ἐν tg ζῆν... .: a line has clearly been lost here, and Usener’s 
suggestion (in which however I prefer Casaubon’s ποθοῦσιν to his own 
αἱροῦνται) successfully gives the sense. The loss may have been due to 
the repetilion τῷ ζῆν... τὸ ζῆν (note that B originally had τὸ for τῷ). 

§ 126. 2. προσίσταται, ‘comes across ns path’, ‘offends’ him. For 
the general sense of this sentence cf. Καὶ A. xx, xl. 
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4. ἥδιστον is the reading of the MSS. and there seems no sufficient 
cause to follow Usener in his change to ἥδιον: Epicurus writes τὸ 
wActoy because τὸ πλεῖστον would be a palpable exaggeration, but 


τὸ ἥδιστον 18 Not. 


οὕτω Kal... καρπίζεται, cf. Κ. A xix. 


6. The second error; to advise the young to live well and the old to 
die well is foolish. the art of both 1s the same, and hfe may be just as 
pleasant for the old, while it lasts. 

ὁ δὲ παραγγέλλων : Epicurus may, as Bignone suggests, have Mim- 
nermus in mind 

7. καταστρέφειν, ‘to end his life’: soK A xX 11 κατέστρεφεν. 

τὸ τῆς ζωῆς ἀσπαστόν, ‘the desirability of life’, the pleasure which 
it really has for all. 

g. The third error, which 1s much worse, that τὸ is best not to be 
born, or if born to die as soon as possible. Ifa man really beheves 
this, why does he not end his life? otherwise, he 1s talking idly to 
a world that will not beheve him χείρων has better authority than 
χεῖρον, which Usener adopts, and shouid be kept the direct masculine 
is natural after εὐήθης. 

ro ὁ λέγων" sc. Theognis 

§ 127. 1. ἀπέρχεται ἐκ rod ζῆν. the MS text is a quite natural 
construction, and there 1s no need to drop ἐκ with Usener it adds 
emphasis and force. 

4. ἐν τοῖς οὐκ ἐπιδεχομένοις 1 6. among the majority of men, to 
whom such a paradox seems absurd 

5. μνημονευτέον δὲ... οὐκ ἐσόμενον. The section ends with a short 
aphorism as to the right view of the future: we must not either reckon 
it a8 certainly ours, or certainly not ours, The true Epicurean has tt 
in his hands to obtain the true pleasures of life, and can be almost 
independent of what fortune brings him or when tt will terminate his 
life. Bignone notes well that Epicurus 15 arguing against the Cyrenaics, 
whose motto was μόνον ἡμέτερον τὸ παρόν. 


Tux Morar Tueory. 


Having considered the two conditions of a good life, a mght know- 
ledge of the nature of the gods and a true understanding of death, 
Epicurus devotes the rest of the letter to the exposition of his moral 
theory. He states that the end of action 1s pleasure, and then develops 
the implications of this view The argument may conveniently be 
divided into subsections as the various points arise. 


τ, Pleasure as the motive and end of action (§§ 124-129) 


In considering the purpose of life and the standard of good action 
Epicurus does not pursue the hne of thought which he has already 
suggested in§.124. 8 (ἐπεὶ πᾶν ἀγαθὸν καὶ κακὸν ἐν αἰσθήσει) of deducing 
pleasure as the,end from its fundamental nature as the only feeling τῷ 
the field of morals. This 1s a popular treanse, and he prefers therefore 
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to reach his conclusion on more traditional and less strictly Epicurean 
lines. The motive of all action 1s desire- the classification of desires 
leaves as the ‘ necessary’ residue, the health of the body and the repose 
of the mind: this means the absence of pain, bodily and spiritual, 
and the absence of pain 1s pleasure. Pleasure then is at once 
the mainspring and the purpose of life. We must note however how 
from the outset pleasure to Epicurus is not the positive enjoyment, 
which it was, for mstance, to the Cyrenaics, but the negative release 
from pain, which some philosophers regarded not as pleasure, but as 
a neutral or indifferent state. This distinction is of vital importance 
for the whole ethical theory: the nght life for Epicurus depends 
essentially on a due comprehension of mits. 

§127 8. τῶν ἐπιθυμιῶν. . . φυσικαὶ μόνον. the main division of 
pleasures here follows traditional hnes (cf Plat Rep. τ. 357 and 
Ar £th 1118 b), and the general idea is clearly brought out with 
examples by the schohast on Al δὴ loc cit ἡ μὲν οὖν τῆς τροφῆς 
ἐπιθυμία καὶ τῆς ἐσθῆτος ἀναγκαία 7) δὲ τῶν ἀφροδισίων φυσικὴ μὲν οὐκ 
ἀναγκαία δέ" ἡ δὲ τῶν τοιῶνδε σιτίων ἢ τοιᾶσδε ἐσθῆτος ἢ τοιῶνδε ἀφροδι- 
σίων οὔτε φυσικὴ οὔτε ἀναγκαία. 

g. κεναΐ, ‘vain’, ‘idle’, οὐκ ἀναγκαῖαι 

10. τῶν δ᾽ ἀναγκαίων... πρὸς αὐτὸ τὸ ζῆν in the subdivision of the 
necessary desires Epicurus follows his own line of thought and leads up 
directly to his main point Some desires are necessary for the 
preservation of hfe, eg. those of food and shelter, some to the 
repose of the body (freedom from pain), some to happiness of mind 
(freedom from fear) From these he passes at once to health of the 
body and peace of mind—the two foundations of the true Epicurean 
conceptions of pleasure 

rr, ἀοχλησίαν" a typical Epicurean formation. cf K. A x1 εἰ μηθὲν 
ἡμᾶς ai τῶν μετεώρων ὑποψέαι ἠνώχλουν, and vil πολλαπλασώους ἐπιφέρει 
τὰς ὀχλήσεις 

$128. 1 ἀπλανὴς θεωρία, ‘the unerring contemplation’ to form 
a might choice and avoidance, we must always have our eye on the 
true end. 

3. (τῆς ψυχῆς) a necessary addition made by the second hand in B. 

4. τούτου yap xdpw...- forthe idea of true pleasure or the absence 
of pain cf. K. Δ. xxvi, xxx, and especially in. 

4. τοῦ ζῴου Epicurus characteristically imphes that animals as well 
as men feel the desire for pleasure. 

8. καὶ τὸ τοῦ σώματος ἀγαθὸν : Usener following BF omits the 
article, which 1s however surely required. the good of the body is not 
identical with the good of the soul. 

συμπληρώσεται ; the testimony of the MSS is uncertain, but seems to 
point to συμπληρώσεται, which must be taken as a fut. middle with 
τὸ ξῷον as the subject. The parallel of K. A. xxvi. 2 (ἐὰν μὴ συμπληρω- 
pore) however suggests that the συμπληρωθήσεται of F may be right. 
For the idea cf. Lucr. ii. 16 ff. 
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nonne videre 
ni aliud sib: naturam latrare nist utqm 
corpore seiunctus dolor absit, mente fruatur 
iucundo sensu cura semota metuque ? 

10. (ὅταν δὲ μὴ AAyGpev) was the original insertion of Gassendi, and 
there seems no need to ‘improve ’ it with Usener by the substitution 
of μηδέν for μή. the addition is of course demanded by the sense. 
The limit of pleasure is in Epicurus’ idea the remoyal of pain, and 
beyond that point pleasure can only be vaned 866. especially 
K. A, xvin 

τι. τὴν ἡδονὴν ἀρχὴν καὶ τέλος pleasure is the beginmng because 
it 1s the motive which leads to action, 11 15 the end because 1s atlaln- 
ment 15 the completion of action 

§129 2. συγγενικὸν the desire to reach pleasure 15 innate in us 
a strengthening from the Epcurean point of view of its adoption 
as the end. «f D 7, x, § 137, which Bignone incorporates with 
the 2.7, 

4 ὡς κανόνι, . κρίνοντες we are thus biought back to the most 
simple and fundamental Epicurean point of view the feeling of 
pleasure, the immediate sensation, is in the moral] sphere the standaid 
of good and bad, just as in the physical sphere, sense-peiception 
is the standard of tiue and false πάθος takes its place with αἴσθησις 
among the κριτήρια see on § 124 8. 


2 Pleasuris and pains choice and avoidance (δὲ 129, 130) 


Having established pleasure as the end of action, it 18 necessary next 
to Inquire what precisely this means in effect It will mean, Epicurus 
argues, that though all pleasure 1s in itself good, because it 15 natural to 
us, yet there are some pleasures which we shall have to avoid because 
of their concomitant pain, and similarly some pains which we shall 
choose, because of the pleasure arising out of release from them. It 1s 
ultimately a matter of calculation, we must balance pleasures and 
pains against one another, and then choose the course which in the end 
brings the maximum of pleasure and the least pain. ‘T'wo points are 
of interest in this section (1) that we have arrived at something very 
hke the Uuhtarian calculus of pleasure , (2) that although Epicurus 
here amply refutes the calumnies attaching to the popular idea ol 
Epicureanism and implicitly rejects all the pleasures of excess, yet he 
does not at all abandon the main position that in itself pleasure 1s 
always good indeed, it 1s just for that reason that we must avoid 
pleasures which entail pain 

δ: σύμφυτον, ‘natural to us’, hke συγγενικόν above and οἰκείαν 
below. 

6. οὐ πᾶσαν ἡδονὴν αἱρούμεθα for this and the following clause 
compare the stnking fragment (62) preserved by Anistocles apud 
Euseb, Praep. Evang. xiv. 21 (442) ἄμεινόν ἐστιν ὑπομεῖναι τούσδε 
τινὰς τοὺς πόνους, ὅπως ἡσθῶμεν ἡδονὰς μείζους συμφέρει τῶνδέ τινων 
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ἀπέχεσθαι τῶν ἡδονῶν, ἵνα μὴ ἀλγῶμεν ἀλγηδόνας χαλεπωτέρας, where 
the idea of the calculus is clearly brought out. 

ἡ. τὸ δυσχερές, ‘discomfort ’, another typical Epicurean word cf. the 
fragment (37) in Ioannes Stob. 2770». xvu. 34 (Usener 181) προσπτύω 
ταῖς ἐκ πολυτελείας ἡδοναῖς οὐ δι᾽ αὐτάς, ἀλλὰ διὰ τὰ ἐξακολουθοῦντα 
αὐταῖς δυσχερῆ. 

10. διὰ τὸ φύσιν ἔχειν οἰκείαν, ‘because it has a nature akin to ours’, 
i.e. because it 18 that towards which we naturally move: an elaboration 
of the idea expressed in συγγενικόν and σύμφυτον above. Cf. K. A. 
vit. 4 οὗ ἕνεκα ἐξ ἀρχῆς κατὰ τὸ τῆς φύσεως οἰκεῖον ὠρέχθησαν. Bignone 
translates ‘because of their own proper nature’, but this cannot 
be mght. 

τι. After μέντοι Usener inserts y’ to avoid the hiatus. But μέντοι γε 
would be an unusual combination, and though this letter is undoubtedly 
written with care, we are hardly justified in correcting the MSS. on 
purely euphonic grounds, unless as in § 122. 6 and § 125. ro the 
correction involves no change. 

§ 180. τ. τῇ μέντοι συμμετρήσει : quite literally ‘the measuring of 
one against the other ’"—just the word for a calculus of pleasures. 

2. βλέψει : the simple substantive reads oddly, and Usener may be 
right In suggesting ἐπιβλέψει. 

3. τοὔμπαλιν or τὸ ἔμπαλιν is the reading of all MSS. except B, and 
we are hardly justified in beleving with Usener that B’s eccentric 
ὅτ᾽ ἂν πάλιν indicates an original τἄμπαλιν. 


3. Independence of desires (§§ 130, 131). 


Eptcurus proceeds to a practical application of his principle of 
choosing only the pleasures that involve no pain. αὐτάρκεια, ‘self- 
sufficiency’, 1s a virtue praised by all (remember that it was the moral 
aim of the Stoics), and in its application with regard to pleasures 
it means ‘independence of desires’ (Bignone). It leads us to be 
content with simple pleasures which involve no reaction. Indeed, 
since pleasure is but the removal of pain, simple food and drink can 
give us as complete pleasure as the most elaborate banquet. Finally, 
as Epicurus adds, almost cynically, if we accustom ourselves to simple 
fare, we are put into a better frame to enjoy luxury, if ever we meet it 
The thought all through ts typically Epicurean and may be paralleled 
from many other Epicurean sources. « 

5. οὐχ ἵνα πάντως τοῖς ὀλίγοις χρώμεθα : it was not necessarily the 
Epicurean’s :deal to have but a {π|||6 to enjoy all his life, but rather that 
he should be content with what he has. 50 in ἃ letter to a fnend 
(/r. 39, Usener 182) we find him asking for a gift of cheese, so that 
he may make merry. 

7. χρώμεθα is given by all the MSS., and though it may possibly be 
a dittography of χρώμεθα. in 1. 6, and ἀρκώμεθα, suggested by Cobet 
and adopted by Usener, gives more the sense which we should expect, 
we are hardly justified in introducing it into the text. 
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4. γνησίως: see ὃ 125 2 note. 

8. ἥδιστα, ἥκιστα: Bignone notes that this assonance 15 employed 
by Epicurus again ina quotation given by Plutarch, de Trangu:/iiate 
Anim: τό ὃ τῆς αὔριον ἥκιστα δεόμενος ἥδιστα πρόσεισι πρὸς THY αὔριον 
(/r. 78, Usener 490), and had already been used in Xen. Afem.1.6 5. 
It 1s another sign of conscious style in this letter. 

9. τὸ μὲν φυσικὸν πᾶν εὐπόριστον : all that is required for the satisfac- 
tion of the natural desires 1s easy to obtain’ cf. K. A xv and xxi, and 
Lucr v. 1119 ‘neque enim est unquam penuria parvi’ 

τὸ δὲ xevdy* what is required to satisfy the κεναὶ ἐπιθυμίαι, ὃ 127. 9 

10 οἵ Te λιτοὶ χυλοὺ. . an amplification of the satisfactory results of 
αὐτάρκεια. plain tastes can fully satisfy the pangs of hunger, and 
when once the ‘ pain due to want’ has been removed, pleasure cannot be 
increased but only varied: cf. Καὶ A. xvi. Usener alters re to yap in 
order to get a better logical sequence, but the transition 1s again from 
class to species, as in καὶ τὴν αὐτάρκειαν δὲ in |. 5. 

ἴσην. ἡδονήν; after the πέρας has been 1eached and the pain 
removed, pleasure cannot be quantitatively increased, but only quali- 
tatively changed: therefore the pleasure to be obtained from plain and 
luxurious food 1s equal m amount (ἴσην). Usener most unjusifiably 
changes ἡδονήν to ἀηδίαν, believing presumably that the reference 1s to 
the cloying of the appetite after satiety But not only 15 this incon- 
sistent with Epicurean doctrine, but, as Bignone has shown, the MS. 
text 15s made certain by Cicero’s translation of the passage, de γι. u. 
28 go ‘negat enim tenuissimo sictu - minorem voluptatem percip1 
quam repus exquisitissimis ad epulandum ’” 

11. τὸ ἀλγοῦν κατ᾽ ἔνδειαν, ‘that which 1s painful by way of defect’, 
1. 6. the pain arising from an unsatisfied want, as in the case of hunger. 
Another characteristic phrase repeated in K. A xxi 

8 181 1 καὶ pala καὶ ὕδωρ... - a still further limitation of the 
general principles to a particular instance 

τὴν ἀκροτάτην. ἡδονήν. ic. the pleasure of ἀπονέα, fieedom from 
the pain of hunger 

2. τὸ συνεθίζειν οὖν. : ἃ summing up, referring the conclusions 
just reached to the general principles of the earlier part of the para- 
graph’ simple living is the best for the health of the body and the 
purposes of life. 

4 συμπληρωτικὸν * one more characteristic word: cf εὐσυμπλήρωτον, 
§ 133.4 

aS τοῖς πολυτελέσιν . * anew and almost ironical consideration 
plain hving*puts us into better condition (both physically and mentally) 
for the enjoyment of luxury, 1f we do at Jong intervals come across it. 

6. προσερχομένους. though it has inferior MS. authority 1s better 
than προσερχομένοις With rots πολυτελέσιν. 

καὶ πρὸς τὴν τύχην... a more serious reason. if we are accustomed 
to simple living, the attacks of fortune cannot hurt us, for we are used 
to being content with a little. “᾿" 

2078 ¥ 
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4. The character of true pleasure (§§ 131, 132). 


Having now explained clearly what in effect is meant by making plea- 
sure the end of life, Epicurus is able to refute false conceptions. He 1s 
not encouraging gluttony or sensuality, which bring with them greater 
pains, but the higher pleasure of a simple life, which satisfies the needs 
of the body and keeps the mind free from trouble and therefore able 
to devote itself to the study of philosophy. It 1s interesting to see that 
even apparently among contemporaries there were calumnies abroad 
concerning the nature of ‘Epicureanism ’. 

9. καὶ τὰς ἐν ἀπολαύσει κειμένας. The MSS. have καὶ ras τῶν : τῶν 
is mghtly excluded by Usener and must have come from τὰς τῶν 
ἀσώτων just before. 

ὥς τινες... νομίζουσιν: notice the three classes of persons who 
make misrepresentations (1) those who do not know the true doctrine ; 
(2) those who know it, but do not agree with 1t, philosophical 
opponents ; (3) those who cannot comprehend 1t—another piece of 
careful writing. Buignone points out that under (2) Eptcurus 1s think- 
yng primarily of the Cyrenaics who regarded ἀπονία as a purely neutral 
state (‘the condition of the dead’) and only the starting-point of true 
pleasure. The doctrine of the ‘ mut of pleasure’ 1s the really essential] 
feature of Epicurus’ own theory. 

§ 182. 1. ἀπολαύσεις : there seems no reason for Usener’s change 
to the singular ἀπόλαυσις it means individual acts of ἀπόλαυσις. 

4. νήφων λογισμὸς, ‘sober reasoning’, a rather strong metaphorical 
use cf Arist., AZefaph. 984017 οἷον νήφων παρ᾽ εἰκῇ λέγοντας. Notice 
that Epicurus is here surreptitiously introducing a new point The 
charactenstic pleasure of the mind, freed from fear, is philosophical study. 

5. Tas δόξας, ‘opinions’, are in particular of course mistaken 
opimons about the gods and about death. Epicurus 1s here working 
back to the two fundamental principles laid down at the outset of 
the letter. 

ἐξ Gv: preserved only by Bits omission in the other MSS. has Jed 
to the filling out of the construction by ἀφ᾽ οὗ or ἀφ᾽ ὧν in the earlier 
printed texts. 


5. Prudence (§§ 132-135). 


After establishing the general character of his ideal, Epicurus 
proceeds to consider the method of attaming it. It is clear that the 
nght course of action will not be discovered by instinct, as it might be 
supposing all pleasures were not merely ἀγαθά but αἱρετά. It is neces- 
sary in order to live the truly pleasant life to have ‘a mght judgement 
1n all things ’, based upon a calculation of the less and more of pleasure 
and patn. This mght judgement Epicurus characterizes by the old 
word φρόνησις, always with philosophers the practical as opposed to 
the speculatuve wisdom . it 1s at once the ἀρχή, the beginmnng of any 
step in the right direction, and the μέγιστον ἀγαθόν, the best thing 
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aman can attain. It is indeed more valuable than purely speculative 
wisdom, σοφία, which cannot issue in any action, but can only lay 
the foundation of action in a true knowledge of circumstances. And 
what will be the instruction given by φρόνησις ἢ It will be the recom- 
mendation of the accepted virtues, for τὸ will show that the pleasant 
life 1s really that in which honour and justice are practised. ‘Thus by 
a strict train of reasoning Epicurus, starting from his first principle of 
the pursuit of pleasure as the ideal, reaches the acceptance of the 
recognized standards of morality the answer to his detractors is now 
complete. He concludes with a panegyric of the prudent man, the 
details of which must be considered as we come to them 

9. ϑιδάσκουσα is Usener’s necessary correction of the MS, reading 
διδάσκουσαι which must merely be due to the neighbourhood of the 
plural ἀρεταί. 

τὸ καὶ Sixalws* notice how Epicurus includes the central word of 
Platonic ethics and ordinary morality—not without intention 

(οὐδὲ .. καὶ δικαίως): Stephanus made this essential addition cf. 
K, A.v The omisuion must be due to homoeoteleuton. 

$183, 1. ἐπεὶ τίνα νομίζεις. .° a panegylic of the dpdvipos, in 
which he incidentally returns on much that he has said before it 1s 
the φρόνιμος Who knows the condiuons of life, namely the true under- 
standing of the nature of the gods and of death (§§ 123-127), who 
realizes the government of the world and the responsibility of free- 
willed man, who sees in chance not a determinant of achon but an 
opportunity, and prefers to suffer with wisdom, rather than to prosper 
through folly. The section, largely through the corruption of the 
MSS., 1s undoubtedly the most difficult in this letter. 

2 ὅσια, ‘holy’ or ‘reverent’ opimions, such as a truly rehgious 
man may hold—a singularly bold word seeing his direct opposition to 
ordinary religious beliefs. But, as has been seen already (§§ 123, 124), 
religion had a very real place in Epicurus’ system 

3. τὸ τῆς φύσεως. τέλος " sc. pleasure: cf § 129, where pleasure 1s 
described as συγγενικόν and συμῴυτον and 1s said φύσιν ἔχειν οἰκείαν. 

4 τὸ μὲν τῶν ἀγαθῶν πέρας se. ἀπονία, the freedom from pain, 
which can easily be secured by simple means: cf. ὃ 130 

εὐσυμπλήρωτον cf ὃ 131 3 ὑγιείας. . . συμπληρωτικόν, and for 
εὐπόριστον, ὃ 130. 9 τὸ μὲν φυσικὸν πᾶν εὐπόριστόν ἐστι 

5 τὸ δὲ τῶν κακῶν, ‘the limit of evils’ in a shghily different sense, 
‘the possible extent’ of ews. For this idea that all pain 1s either 
slight or of short duration compare Κα. Δ tv The sentence so far has 
resumed the ideas of the Epicurean terpapddppaxos cf. Καὶ A i-iv 
notes 

6. τὴν δὲ ὑπό τινων δεσπότιν εἰσαγομένην πάντων’ sc εἱμαρμένην, 
‘ destiny’, or ‘ necessity ’ as viewed in the moral sphere. The earher 
thinkers, and especially Democritus, having insisted in their pliysical 
theories on an all-controlling ἀνάγκη, were compelled to admit deter- 
minism in human actions. From this necessity Epicurus only escaped 
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(as we know from Lucr. ii. 216 ff.) by the device of the παρέγκλισις, 
the original spontaneous swerve of the atoms in their downward fall, 
which in the conscious aggregate of the ψυχή was the cause of free will. 

4. ἐγγελῶντοᾳ : with some hesitation I propose this correction for 
the varieties of reading found in the MSS, ἀγγέλωντος, ἀγγελῶντος, 
ἀγγέλλοντος. Usener had already suggested this sense in his reading 
διαγελῶντος, but the correction is more violent. It 1s true thal ἐγγελῶν 
1s elsewhere only found with the dat, but καταγελᾶν similarly takes 
acc. in Eur. Bacchk. 286. Bignone prefers to ‘keep the MS. text’ 
ἀγγέλλοντος, and to follow on in the lacuna with εἱμαρμένην κενὸν 
ὄνομα εἶναι But (a) ἀγέλλοντος 18 not the universal reading in the 
MSS., and the variation strongly points to a compound of γελᾶν, 
(ὁ) the verb ἀγγέλλειν in the context seems to me very unnatural. 
Kiihn’s ἀνελόντος 1s too far from the MS. text, and does not give the 
right sense: the ‘ prudent’ Epicurean does not entirely annihilate 
destiny, as 1s seen by what follows 

After éyyeAGvros there must be a lacuna of some considerable 
extent All are agreed on εἱμαρμένην " Epicurus could not have left 
τὴν ..- δεσπότιν alone without explanation, and that εἱμαρμένην must 
be the word is shown by τῇ τῶν φυσικῶν εἱμαρμένῃ, § 134.2 It 15 
also clear that towards the end of the lacuna there must have been 
the words ἃ μὲν κατ᾽ ἀνάγκην, corresponding to ἃ δὲ ἀπὸ τύχης. So 
far there is agreement, but as to what the lacuna exactly contained and 
its relation to the rest of the sentence opinions differ. 

(1) Usener, who believes that the whole section down to § r35. 4 
ὀρθωθῆναι διὰ ταύτην 15 ONE Monstrous sentence, would write the lacuna 
(εἱμαρμένην καὶ μᾶλλον ἃ μὲν κατ᾽ ἀνάγκην γίγνεσθαι λέγοντος). But 
(α) in ἃ letter so carefully written as this, so clumsy a sentence 15 
highly improbable, and moreover the supposition involves the alteration 
οἴὑπολαμβάνων, §134 5, and νομίζων, $135. 2, to ὑπολαμβάνοντος and 
νομίζοντος, it 15 far more probable that the sentence riva νομίζεις εἶναι 
κρείττονα ended in the lacuna; (6) as Bignone shows, the resulting 
argument is most illogical Epicuius could not have written that the 
φρόνιμος Says that ‘ some things happen by necessity, others by chance, 
&c.,. . . decause necessity cannot be called to account, &c.’? On the 
other hand the clause διὰ τὸ τὴν μὲν ἀνάγκην κτλ. would give a good 
reason for the belief that most ihings are within our control 

(2) Bignone limself would therefore place a mark of “interrogation 
after κενὸν ὄνομα εἶναι, which he supplies after εἱμαρμένην, and would 
then proceed σόφος yap ὃ τὴν μὲν τῶν γινομένων κυριωτάτην αἰτίαν παρ᾽ 
ἡμᾶς τιθέμενος, ὧν ἃ μὲν κατ᾽ ἀνάγκην γίνονται (presumably a slip for 
γίνεται), ἃ δὲ κτλ. ἄς. ‘For the wise man is he who places in our 
hands the chief control for the things that happen, of which some 
occur by necessity, others by chance, &c.’ This is much more hkely 
to have been the sense of the passage, and 

(3) I should only differ from it in putting the mark of interrogation 
immediately after εἱμαρμένην (reading ἐγγελῶντος) and supposing that 
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the rest was a little simpler, e g. otros yap τὴν τῶν γινομένων κυριωτάτην 
αἰτίαν παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς τίθεται, ὧν ἃ μὲν κατ᾽ ἀνάγκην γίνεται ἃ δὲ κτλ. 

In any case note that the emphasis falls on τὴν. . δεσπότιν... 
πάντων Epicurus does not deny that ἀνάγκη causes many things, but 
not all, and the greater part of our lives 1s under our own control 

8. ἃ δὲ ἀπὸ τύχης : Epicurus’ conception of ‘chance’ seems to be of 
a force co-ordinate with necessity Natural law causes the mevitable 
sequence of events, but it 1s chance that rules the production of 
particular causes. e g. ἀνάγκη causes the motions and meetings of 
atoms, but chance causes thcm to fall mto the positions which create 
our world. Such a notion 1s of course unscientific, but 1s very promi- 
nent 1n the Epicurcan philosophy, e.g. Lucr. νὰ. 30 ‘ quod fieret natural 
.  seucasu seu vi’ Guyau (La Aforale PE pr. ure) has seen in this 
idea the working of the παρέγκλισες 1n inanimate nature, just as in the 
soul it produces free will, but there 1s no evidence for this, and most 
probably Epicurus had not fully thought out the relation of his notion 
of chance to the rest of the system. 

παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς, ‘in our control’ 

9 ἀνυπεύθυνον εἶναι, ‘cannot be culled to account’; i.e. if ἀνάγκη 
were universal, as the determimsts hold, neither could there be 
responsibility in the moral sphere, nor the occasional ‘lapse’ im the 
phy sical sphere, which we call chance. It means more than ‘destioys 
responsibility (Wallace) for it 15 opposed not only to the ἀδέσποτον of 
our actions, but also to the ἄστατον character of τύχῃ 

10. ἀδέσποτον, ‘not subject to the tyranny’ of determinism we are 
morally our own masters 

8 184. τ. ἐπεὶ κρεῖττον ἦν the most emphatic and famous 
deciamation of Epicurus’ greater hatred of physical determinism than 
even of popular religion 

τῷ περὶ θεῶν μύθῳ. 1.e the popular story of the gods’ interference 
in the affairs of men, and of their assignment of rewards and punish- 
ments 

3. παραιτήσεως by worship of the gods we may, according to 
popular rehgion, hope to escape from the destiny which ts our due. 

ὑπογράφει, ‘lightly sketches’, ‘hints at’. 

4. τὴν δὲ τύχην... finally the prudent man understands the nature 
of chance it 1s not a divine force, nor a direct cause of good or evil, 
but it does @fford occasions for good and evil. There 1s considerable 
doubt as to the punctuation and text of this section. 

(1) Usener conunues the construction of the main sentence, placing 
a comma after the parenthesis and reading ὑπολαμβάνοντος § . . . νομί- 
fovros ὃ 135 2. But apart from the tmprobability of the immense un- 
broken question, there 1s no authonty for the gemitives and the MSS. 
have ὑπολαμβάνων (ὑπολάμβανον H). . . νομέζων (νομίζειν F) 

(2) The variants just quoted might suggest ὑπολαμβάνοντ᾽ .. νομίζειν 
constructed after διὰ τό τη § 133. 9. but, as Usener points out, the sense 
makes this impossible. = 
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(3) With Bignone’s view of the lacuna τῇ ὃ 133. 7, 1t is possible to 
retain the two nominative participles ὑπολαμβάνων, νομίζων, placing 
a comma after the parenthesis and refernng them mght back to the 
subject of the main sentence which begins in the parenthesis. 

(4) But this too makes a very clumsy piece of writing, and I prefer, 
while retaining ὑπολαμβάνων, to read νομίζει (to which F’s νομίζειν 
seems to point) τῇ ὃ 135.2. A fresh sentence will then start at τὴν δὲ 
τύχην of which νομέζει 1s the main verb. 

6. ore ἀβέβαιον αἰτίαν (MSS ), ‘ nor an uncertain cause’, but (a) this 
15 exactly what Epicurus did think chance to be (cf. τὴν δὲ τύχην ἄστατον, 
§ 133 9), and (4) as Bignone points out, the statement would not 
be at all borne out by the explanatory parenthesis Bignone com- 
panng Democritus’ aphorism τύχη μεγαλόδωρος, ἀλλ᾽ ἀβέβαιος would 
read οὔτε ἀβέβαιον αἰτίαν (μεγαλόδωρον), Or to put it more in Epicurus’ 
phraseology οὔτε ἀβέβαιον αἰτίαν (μεγίστων ἀγαθῶν ἢ κακῶν) ; chance, 
that 15,18 not to be regarded as the cause, however uncertain, of the 
greatest blessings or ends—it can only confer the opportumities for 
good and evil and not the lasting blessings or evils themselves, which 
are παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς 1 think his suggestion 1s on the nght lines, but too 
obscure in phraseology, and prefer to think that πάντων has dropped 
out before ἀβέβαιον αἰτίαν (cf. τὴν. δεσπότιν πάντων. . εἱμαρμένην 
in § 133. 6 above). chance 15 not the cause, even the uncertam 
cause of everything, for it cannot give the vital good or evil, but 
only the opportunines for them. 

7. (οὐκ) οἴεται μὲν yap... δίδοσθαι if is clear that a negative must 
have dropped out somewhere, and Usener’s οὐκ at the beginning seems 
a better coriection than Gassendt’s μή (why not οὐ 5) before δίδοσθαι 
The position of μέν 15 strongly in favour of a preceding negative 

8 ἀρχὰς μέντοι. ὑπὸ ταύτης χορηγεῖσθαι. 1 e chance may start 
good or evil, but st 511]}} εϑίβ with us to use the occasions furnished by 
chance rightly. 

§ 185 2 vopife: see note on |. 4 above. 

βέλτιον γὰρ. . . ὀρθωθῆναι διὰ ταύτην as the sentence stands 
tn the MSS, it does not make sense Usener reads βέλτιστον. 
‘for it 1s best of all that a well-judged action should succeed through 
chance’, but (a) there 1s no authority foi βέλτιστον ; (6) γάρ, as 
Bignone points out, 1s unsuitable; the parenthesis would not then 
give a reason for the previous opimuion ; (c) 1t 1s doubtful whether 
Epicurus would have said that this 15 best ; (4) the idea 15 at any rate 
alien to the context. Bignone retains βέλτιον but would substitute 
δ᾽ αὖ for yap, ‘but it 15 still better that...’ I believe that once again 
homoecoteleuton has caused a loss of some words and that Epicurus 
WEOLE: something like βέλτιον γὰρ ἐν ταῖς πράξεσι τὸ καλῶς κριθὲν 
σφαλῆναι μᾶλλον ἢ τὸ κακῶς κριθὲν ὀρθωθῆναι διὰ ταύτην, ἃ restatement 
of the previous idea from ἃ. new point of view Madvig’s insertion 


(μὴ ὀρθωθῆναι ἢ τὸ μὴ καλῶς κριθέν) adopted by von der Muehll would 
give the same sense, 
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5 ταῦτα οὖν .. ἀθανάτοις ἀγαθοῖς. The peroration of the letter. 
The disciple must meditate on (cf, § 123. 1) these precepts alone and 
with his feilow-disciples, and such practice will enable him to attain 
so complete an ἀταραξία that he will be a god on earth 

σεαυτόν Gassendi’s correction for ἑαυτόν perhaps not quite 
necessary as ἑαυτόν 1s not infrequently used for other persons besides 
the third. In the neighbourhood of τὸν ὅμοιον σεαυτῷ it would how- 
ever be very improbable 

6. (re) after πρός 18 a necessary insertion 

7. ὡς θεὸς ἐν ἀνθρώποις is not a mere rhetorical exaggeration. The 
gods in their perfectly untroubled life are the ideal of what human life 
might become, and the man who has come near to this ideal meght 
justly be said to have become a god on earth (cf Lucr m. 322 ‘dignam 
dis degere vitam’). This explains how, agam not metaphorically or 
in mere adulation, his later disciples could speak of Epicurus himself 
as a god, e.g Luer v. 8 ‘deus ille fuit, deus’. 


ΚΎΡΙΑΙ AOZAI 


Tue ΚύριαιΔόξαι are a series of brief aphorisms dealing with Epicurus’ 
ethical theory, and in particular with the conditions requisite for the 
tranquil Ife of the Epicurean philosopher. They are troduced by 
Diogenes Laertius! as ‘the crown (κολοφῶνα) of all Epicurus’ writings 
and of the philosophic life’, and are quoted by name and with 
unmistakable references by Plilodemus? and the Epcurean waiters $ 
in the Herculanean rolls, who speak of ‘ those who wiite agamst the 
Κύριαι Adfat’. Plutarch, Diodorus,> and Lucian® refer to them 
under the same title Cicero 1n one passage’ appears to translate the 
title as ‘ Authoritative Sayings’, in another? as ‘Selected Sayings’, but 
undoubtedly regards them as the work of Epicurus. 

There can then be no doubt that in antiquity the Κύριαι Δόξαι were 
looked upon as an authentic work of the Master deserving very special 
esteem and consideration. Modern critics have, however, been inclined 
to treat them with less respect. Gassend:,® although he gave them the 
title of Rasae Sententiae, yet stated dogmatically that they were ‘a Flori- 
legrum culled from various writings of Epicurus’, and Usener,’° 
fastening upon Cicero’s alteinative ttle Seatentiae Selectae,1s at pams lo 
prove that they are a compilation from various sources put together 
by some faithful but not very intelligent Epicurean disciple. His 
contentions were resisted by Giussami" and have recently been fully 
dealt with by E Bignone,” but, as the question 1s one on which every 
reader 1s bound to form his own judgement, it 1s woith while to give 
a brief summary of the position 

Usener’s chief lines of attack are’ (1) important poits in the 
Epicurean doctrine are omitted and pots of secondary importance 
included. There 1s no mention of the cardinal principles of the 
physical theory or of the Canonrca, nor 1s even the nature of the soul 
explained: on the other hand the points included about poltucs (e.g. in 


DL x 138. 3 Phil. de Jra, col. xlin, 
5 Vol. Herc col. xv ibid, col xxvu 4 Plut adv Coloten, 31, p 1125 ¢€ 
5 Diod I xxv, fr. 1, Dind ® Luc. Alexandn, c. 47. 


7 Cic de Fim αι 7. 20 ‘ Epicun Kupias Δόξας, τὰ est quasi maxime ratas’. 
® Cic. ὧς Mat Deor. 1 30. §5 “τῷ illis selectis e1us brevibusque sententus, quas 
appellatis Rupias Adgas’. 
Anmimadverstones, p 1693 10 Usener, Eprcurea, xiii ff 
11 Giussam, Stud Lucr., p. xxx, note 1 
15. Rendiconts del R. [stst. Lombardo ds τε. ¢ dettere, 1908, pp. 792 ff, and in an 
abridged form in £prexro, Introd., pp 8-26. 
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XXXII and ΧΧΧΥ͂ [1) are not the basis ofEpicurus’ position, which was 
that politics should be altogether excluded (2) Some of the maxims 
read hike extracts from personal letters and are quite inappropniate in 
a summary of doctrines (e g X, XX, XXIV) some are even left in the 
second person, as they were in their orginal context. (3) Many of the 
maxims are mere duplicates of one another (e g. 11] aud XVIU, XI, XU, 
and XIUI, XXXVifand XXXVII). (4) There is the greatest possible 
disorder: all kinds of subjects are jumbled iogether and theie is no 
sign of any fundamental scheme. 

Of these points the second 1s easily dealt with; the use of the second 
person singular’ in such maxims 1s common not only in Epicurus and 
1s no necessary indication of an extract from a more colloquial work. 
The other three are more serious and can only be properly appreciated 
after a careful study of the aphorisms as a whole and in deta, and an 
attempt to gather the purpose and character of the work. As regards 
the supposed omissions Usener has certamly mistaken the character 
of the whole work, if he imagines that it was intended as a complete 
summary of the whole Epicurean system. Its purpose 1s essentially 
ethical, and there is therefore no attempt to explain the physical 
doctrine or the principles of the Canonica (XXIII and XXIV come in 
incidentally as an claboration of the idea in XXII of the necessity for 
a well-ordered hfe of the understanding of the eaternal world) such 
knowledge was contamed in other Epicurean summaries (e g Ep i) 
and 1s assumed tn the Κύριαι Δόξα. Nor indeed are the maxims 
meant to cover the whole range even of the mora) theory their 
content might, as Giussam: has suggested, be descnbed as ‘ Man in his 
own consciousness and the external world’, and they constitute in fact 
a kind of practical handbook for the professed Epicurean, by which he 
may attain the life of ἀταραξία. This will explain not only the 
omissions, but the insertion of certain precepts which Usener regards 
as of secondary importance, e g the stress laid on the Epicurean view 
of justice (XXXII, XXXVI, &c) 1s necessary because the Epicurean, 
essentially an individualist, must be instructed as to the attitude which 
he should take up to the society in which he hves and to its laws and 
customs Bignone? has also pointed out that some of these apparently 
unimportant points are in reality rephes to rival schools of thought, 
ee main guiding principle of their choice 1s the scope of the work 
itseil. 

As regards Usener’s ‘doublets’, Bignone has dealt in detail with 
each mdividual case. it may be said m general that whereas no doubt 
the same ideas do recur from time to time in the aphorisms, they are 
put from a different pomt of view and gai a new significance in their 
context. If the framework of the δόξαι 18 understood,® it 1s seen that 
the repetition is always valuable and significant. Thus, ἴοι instance, 


1 Giussani, loc, cit. Bignone, p. 10 
7p. τι. 3 See p. 346 


346 IV. ΚΥΡΙ͂ΑΙ ΔΟΞΑΙ 


in IIT the idea of the quantitative hmit of pleasure is stated as one of the 
four fundamental principles of the ethical system, in XVIIT1t 1s intro- 
duced and amplified by the notion of the ‘variation’ of pleasures as 
the foundation of a discussion of the ‘ pleasures of the flesh’. In XI 
the value of physical science 1s maintained as conducive to mental 
ἀταραξία, in XII it 1s asserted as saving man from the falsehoods of 
myth, in XIII it 1s regarded as a necessary supplement to * protection 
from men’, The one instance in which we may with some probabihty 
assume a ‘doublet’ is XXXVII and XXXVIII, though even there the 
former seems to Jay stress on the umversality of the fundamental char- 
acter of the ‘just’ action, the latter on the vanabiltty of the particular 
actions which in different circumstances may be just or unjust 
The accusation of ‘ disorder’ may also, I think, be met. It may be 
that some transpositions should be made Gassend: had proposed a 
rearrangement of XXVI-XXX, and Guiussam, with has usual passion for 
transposition, would apparently be prepared to carry this further, though 
he does not specify the changes which he would propose The charge 
15, however, very considerably minimized, if the true character of the 
‘Maxims’ 1s reahzed They are clearly not mtended to be a consecu- 
tive logical whole, and any attempt to twist them into such will neces- 
sarily fail. Rather they are to be regarded as a series of groups of 
aphorisms, each group being imternally consistent, but often only 
loosely connected with that which precedes or follows, The vanous 
points on which the faithful Epicurean may need instruction or guidance 
are dealt with as ΠΟῪ occur, and he 1s left at the end with a whole 
which 1s complete but not continuously consecutive. To estabhsh this 
oint, 11 1s necessary to suggest a brief analysis of these groups * 
(1)I-IV The rerpadpdppaxos—the four fundamental principles necessary 
for the tranquil hfe, (2) V. The relation of pleasure and virtue, (3) 
VI, VII Protection from external disturbance, (4) VIII-X. The selec- 
tion of pleasures; (5) XI-XIII The ethical value of physical science ; 
(6) XIV-XXI, The wise man’s hfe in relation to nature, his fellow- 
men, and to true pleasure (this group can be subdivided) , (7) ΧΧΠ- 
XXVI_ The tests and standards of moral (1 e. truly pleasant) action , 
(8) XXVIII, XXVIII Friendship; (9) XXIX-XXX The classification 
of desires, (10) XXXI-XXXVUI Jusuce and Injustice, (11 XXXIX, 
XL. The wise man’s life in the Epicurean community, This analysis 
might no doubt be vaned, and there 1s often an interretation between 
group and group, so that some aphorisms might be more justly 
regarded as links between groups rather than as belonging exclusively 
to one rather than the other The question of the amount of disorder 
in the aphorisms must be judged by every reader for himself, but the 
cfiterion must not be a general framework, such as Usener would 
postulate, but a sausfactory distribution in groups. 
We may take it then that the Κύριαι Δόξαι ts a practical manual of 


1 The individual Inks of connexion between aphorism and aphorism will be 
dealt with more fully in the notes 
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guidance for life intended for the professed Epicurean, that it does not 
claim to be a consecutive treatise on ethics, but deals successively 
with the various topics of importance for its own practical end. With 
all the ancient testumony which we have in its favour, there seems no 
sound reason for doubting that it 1s the work of Epicurus himself, nor, 
if its character be rightly understood, does tts working out seem 
unworthy of him or more appropriate to an unintelhgent compiler. 
The picture of the ‘trne Epicurean’ which it represents 1s consistent with 
what we learn fiom other sources, and in particular from the third letter, 
to Menoeceus. It 1s based on a relentless working out of the idea of 
pleasure as the end of life (which ts charactenstically never stated in 
the aphorisms), and though in some details, such as the conceptions 
of justice and friendship, its individualism strikes the reader as almost 
incredibly cynical, yet the image of the tranquil life has is strong 
attractions, and the vision of the Epicurean community with which 
the serics concludes has a considerable beauty of its own, We may 
safely regard the ‘Principal Doctrines’ as Aa/ae, the authentic dicta of 
their Master, and also as Se/ecfae in the sense that they do not attempt 
to cover the whole field of ethics, but only to lay down the condinons 
for the true Epicurean hife 


The first four aphonsms hang closely together and form the basis 
of the Fpicurean moral system ‘The principles which they enunciate 
were known to the school as the ‘quadruple remedy ’ (retpadappaxos), 
and are found summed up under this ttle in the Herculanean Rolls 
1005, col. 4 καὶ πανταχῇ παρεπόμενον (Cronert παρέστω μόνον Us) ἡ 
τετραφάρμακος' ἄφοβον ὃ θεός, ἀνύποπτον (Cronert. ἀναίσθητον Us ) 
6 θάνατος, καὶ τἀγαθὸν μὲν εὔκτητον, τὸ δὲ δεινὸν εὐεκκαρτέρητον ‘The 
four principles are again summed up as the full equipment for the 
moral life in Ep iu, § 133, and are dealt with fully and in order in the 
earher part of that letter, The mght beltef about the gods and about 
death, and the true understanding of pleasure and pain, secure ἀταραξία 
for the mind and enable us to aim at ἀπονία for the body, 

§139 1 Sums up the teaching with regard to the nature of the 
gods and corresponds to Ep 1n, §§ 123, 124 

I. μακάριον καὶ ἄφθαρτον so ἄφθαρτον καὶ μακάριον, Ep. τι, § 123 3 
ἄφθαρτον, ‘ifidestructible’, 1s a typically Epicurean word, based of 
course on the purely maternal conception of atomic structure 

οὔτε αὐτὸ , παρέχει. The divine beings themselves enjoy perfect 
ἀταραξία and do not disturb that of others cf. Ep. 1, ὃ 77. 1 οὐ yap 
συμφωνοῦσιν πραγματεῖαι Kal φροντίδες καὶ ὀργαὶ Kai χάριτες μακαριότητι 

3 ἐν ἀσθενεῖ exist only “ἢ a weak nature’, almost ‘are a sign of 
weakness’ so Ep. 1, § 77. 2 ἀλλ᾽ ἐν ἀσθενείᾳ καὶ φόβῳ καὶ προσδεήσει 
τῶν πλησίον ταῦτα yiverat, Which brings out the meaning here. Anger 
and favour are characteristics of a weak nature dependent on others, 
and not of the perfect strength and independence of the divine. 
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Sent. Vat. i has ἐν ἀσθενείᾳ, which would correspond with the passage 
in Ep. 1, but it seems unnecessary to alter the neuter. 

After the first aphorism there 1s a very important scholium ; see 
app.crit. This obviously bears very closely on the Epicurean conception 
of the nature of the gods. We may notice certain points in the scho- 
hum here. (1) λόγῳ θεωρητούς is not likely to be Epicurus’ own 
expression, but 1ts meaning will be that the εἴδωλα of the gods are not 
percepuble by αἴσθησις but only by the mind (cf. Lucr v. 1170 

egregias amo facies vigilante videbant 
et magis in somnis mirando corporis auctu). 

(2) The following clause obviously corresponds very nearly to the 
passage in Cic. WV, D 1.49 ‘nec. . adnumerum, .. sed imagi- 
nibus similitudine et transitione perceptis, cum infinita simile 
marum imaginum species ex innumerabilibus individuis exsistat’, It 
may therefore be taken as certain that ods μὲν. ods δέ cannot be 
night. there 1s no trace elsewhere that Epicurus conceived of two 
categories of gods, and it 1s inconsistent with such evidence as we 
have . Gassendi’s conjecture οὐ μέν for obs μέν, accepted by Giussani 
(Stud. Lucr , p 234) and Bignone, may be taken as fairly certain, and 
for ots δέ we should read either ὡς δέ with Gassendi, or more probably 
οἵους δέ suggested by Bignone On the other hand, I regard Kuhn’s 
change of ἀποτετελεσμένων to ἀποτετελεσμένους (followed by Usener 
and Guussani) as unnecessary. ὑφεστῶτας can be continued into the 
second clause, and ἀποτετελεσμένων refers to the formation of the 
εἴδωλα by the atoms. The gods ‘do not exist as numerable material 
bodies, lke other atomic compounds, but by identity of form, owing 
to the constant afflux of similar images which are completed at the 
same spot’. The expression 15 very condensed, but 1s, I think, intelli- 
gible. The form of the divine body remains always the same its 
material constitution 1s a succession of atomic formations, the individual 
atoms coming together within the hmuts of the form to constitute the 
divine body fora moment and then coming off together in the combina- 
tion of an ‘image’ to pass into the mindof man. The use of εἰδώλων 
1s therefore proleptic, and there 1s some confusion, as 1n the passage of 
Cicero, between the formation of the divme body and tts cogmition by 
men through the medium of the εἴδωλον. (3) ἀνθρωποειδεῖς. the 
divine body was always conceived by Epicurus as anthropomorphic in 
form (cf. Cic. W. D, 1. 46 ‘a natura habemus omnes onrium gentium 
speciem nullam aliam nis: humanam deorum’). 

II. The second aphonsm states the second condition of ἀταραξία, 
the true knowledge with regard to death, and corresponds therefore to 
Ep. in, § 124.7 

4. ὁ θάνατος οὐδὲν πρὸς ἡμᾶς. The regular Epicurean formula, as 
in Ep. in, ὃ 124. 7, and Lucr. 1. 830 ‘mil igitur mors est ad nos’. It 
is here enforced by a bnef and interesting syllogistic argument. 

τὸ γὰρ διαλυϑὲν ἀναισθητεῖ : death means the atomic dissolution of 
the living being and atomic dissolution means the loss of sensation, for 
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sensation is due to the juxtaposition and movement of the soul and body 
atoms. So more bnefly Ep. iu, § 124, 8 στέρησις δέ ἐστιν αἰσθήσεως 
ὁ θάνατος Lucr u1.558-614 explains the theory carefully and at length. 

5. τὸ δ᾽ ἀναισθητοῦν οὐδὲν πρὸς ἡμᾶς for we are sentient beings, and 
a non-sentient existence, whatever it might be, 1s not us. Lucr m 
847-869 again gives a useful commentary. 

1 The first two principles concerned external things, the gods 
and death, with regard to which a nght understanding 1s necessary to 
avoid fear, The tmrd and fourth concern the internal feelings of 
pleasure and pain and the attitude to be taken up towards them 
Bignone (p 56 note 1) has pomted out that the third aphorism con- 
sists of two parts and must be considered in relation to the doctrines 
which Epicurus 1s combating. In the first he states that the quanti- 
tative lhmit of pleasure 1s the complete removal of pain if all pain is 
eliminated, then perfect pleasure has been secured. Here he 1s 
attacking the doctrine of the Cyrenaics, who regarded the removal 
of pain as a merely negative state of calm, while pleasure was the 
addition beyond that of a κίνησις. In the second part he 1s attacking 
the Platonic idea of the μικταὶ ἡδοναί, pleasures in which there 1s an 
element of pain where you find something in a state of pleasure 
(τὸ ἡδόμενον), there 1s no element of pain either bodily or mental. 
In other words, pain and pleasure are mutually exclusive, and Plato’s 
μικταὶ ἡδοναί are not genuine pleasures The practical inference was 
of great importance for the Fpicurean ethic pain can be removed by 
simple means, but it requires elaboration to produce the Cyrenaic 
plcasure hunger 1s satisfied by bread, but the Cyrenaic needs an 
elaborate banquet. Moreover, these elaborate pleasures involve pais 
and are therefore to Epicurus’ mind not true pleasures. We come 
then to the ‘simple life’ as the foundation of Epicurean morality— 
Epicurus was no ‘ epicure’—and this third aphorism does in fact corre- 
spond, though at first sight 1t seems remote, to the third article of the 
τετραφάρμακος, τἀγαθὸν εὔκτητον. The point 1s brought out in the 
more elaborate treatment in Ep. wm, §§ 129-130, and is the underlyng 
notion of Lucr u 20 ff 

6 ὄρος, ‘mit’, beyond which greater pleasure cannot be produced, 
but as he points out in XVIII, pleasure can only be varied Here he is 
in direct and immediate contrast to the Cyrenaic view. 

παντὸς τοῦ ἀλγοῦντος Usener quotes an interesting note from 
Voll. Here Coll, IL. τὸ ναι, f 14, which shows that even in antiquity 
there was a division of authorities as to whether παντὸς should or 
should not be read here. Its exclusion would not weaken the main 
position, but rather limtt it to a parucular case, the removal of what 
on each occasion canses pain τὸ ἀλγοῦν 15 strictly ‘ bodily pain’, as 
it 1s used just below, as opposed 10 τὸ λυπούμενον, ‘mental pain’, but 
it appears here to be used in a comprehensive sense, covering both. 

ἡ. ὑπεξαίρεσις. Voll. Herc., :dz¢. assures us that ‘all the good 
copies’ have ἐξαίρεσις, but the compound seems more probable and 
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the meaning is not affected. We may compare the parallel passage 
in Ep. in, § 130. 11, ὅταν ἅπαν τὸ ἀλγοῦν κατ’ ἔνδειαν ἐξαιρεθῇ (So again 
inK.A XVIII) 

ὅπου δ᾽ ἂν... : the second point, which really follows from the 
first ; sf pleasure is the complete absence of pain, then if pleasure is 
present there can be no pain. We cannot then have the μικταὶ ἡδοναΐ, 
and all pleasures which involve pain must be eschewed 

8. ἢ τὸ συναμφότερον. Logically the addition 1s superfluous ; 1f there 
18 neither bodily nor mental pain there cannot be the combination. 
But the idea of the close connexion of the two and their interaction 1s 
constantly present to Epicurus. 

§140. IV The fourth aphorism deals with bodily pain, and 1s an 
expansion of the Jast clause of the rerpaddppaxos, τὸ δὲ δεινὸν εὐεκκαρ- 
τέρητον. Acute pain does not last long and chromic pain permits of 
an excess of pleasure So that there 1s nothing in our physical con- 
stituuon to make a life of pleasure as described in ILI impossible 
The general idea is repeated epigrammatically in Ep in, §133 5 τὸ δὲ 
τῶν κακῶν (πέρας) ὡς ἢ χρόνους ἢ πόνους ἔχει βραχεῖς, and 1s echoed by 
Diogenes of Oenoanda, 5 tvir. We may also compare another saying 
of Epicurus’, quoted by Plutarch, de Poetts Audtendats, 14,Ρ. 365 οἱ μεγάλοι 
πόνοι συντόμως ἐξάγουσιν. οἱ δὲ χρόνιοι μέγεθος οὐκ ἔχουσιν, with which 
he compares a line of Aeschylus Θάρσει πόνου γὰρ ἄκρον οὐκ ἔχει 
χρόνον. It seems doubtful whether sufferers from pain would accept 
Epicurus’ position, but Cicero (de Ofic in 33 117) acutely observes, 
‘non 1d spectandum est quid dicat, sed quid consentaneum sit εἰ dicere, 
qui bona voluptate terminavenit, mala dolore’. 1t was essential for Epi- 
curus to maintain that there 1s open to every one at least a preponder- 
ance of bodily pleasure over pain Two points in the aphorism may 
be noted. (1) Epicurus apparently speaks here of a coexistence of 
pleasure and pain, which at first sight seems inconsistent with III. 
But he is now considering pain in the body as a whole some part 
may be 1n pain while other parts are free, but there cannot be pleasure 
and pain in the same part at the same {1Π|6 - ὅπου δ᾽ dy τὸ ἡδόμενον ἐνῇ, 
καθ᾽ ὃν ἂν χρόνον 7, οὐκ ἔστι τὸ ἀλγοῦν (2) He 1s speaking here solely 
of bodily pain he held of course that even the severest bodily pain 
might be exceeded and overcome by mental pleasure, and 11 was the 
funcuion of the philosopher to secure this. 

I, συνεχῶς goes of course with χρονίζει R.D. Hicks tdkes τὸ ἀλγοῦν 
συνεχῶς togethe1, ‘continuous pain does not last long’ this seems a 
paradox which even in this paradoxical aphonsm Epicurus did not 
contemplate. 

ἐν τῇ σαρκί, ‘in the flesh’, a favouiite use of Epicurus’ where most 
writers would have said ἐν τῷ σώματι so again in XVIII and XX. 
Remember that σῶμα in Epicurus’ vocabulary includes the corporeal 
ψυχή, 50 that he was forced to look for another word to express 
the body without the soul It is also one of the signs of the approach 
of Epicurus’ diction to Hellemstic Greek: cf. the use of αἰών in XX. 
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ἃ. τὸ μὲν ἄκρον, ‘the crisis’ ofacute pain. The use of ἀκεραίους τὰς 
ἡδονάς in XII makes it tempting to conjecture ἀκέραιον here, but the 
point of the aphorism 15 that bodily pain 1s neve absolutely without 
alleviation, and the line of Aeschylus strongly supports ἄκρον: 
Epicurus may possibly have had it in mind So in Diog Oen. 
Jr. Win τῶν ἀλγηδόνων αἱ ἄκραι χρονίζειν οὐ δύνανται 

3 Bywater's συμμένει for συμβαίνει would improve the sense, but it 
has no authority. 

V. After the exposinon of the τετραφώρμακος Epicurus proceeds to 
the conditions reqmred for the pleasant hfe, and maintains that it 
must have the three qualities of prudence, honourable action, and 
justice a life which 1s based on these three will of necessity be 
pleasant The first half of the aphorism 1s repeated verbally in 
Ep in, δ 132,9 and in Diog Oen /r hv, who confirms Gassendi’s 
addition. ΔΒ regards the second sentence there are divergeut views, 
but with the text adopted Epicurus eufoices Ins statement with a 
reiteration from anothe: point of view 

7 (οὐδὲ... δικαίως); Gassendi’s addition must be accepted as in 
the corresponding place in Ep in, ὃ 132, 10 [{ι5 now confirmed by 
Diog Oen JP liv 

8. ὅτῳ δὲ τοῦτο . τοῦτον ἡδέως ζῆν As this sentence stands in the 
MSS. (see critical notes) it cannot construe, and some correction 1S 
necessary Usener emends ὅτῳ δ᾽ ἐν τούτων μὴ ὑπάρχει οἷον ζὴην 
φρονίμως καὶ καλῶς καὶ δικαίως ὑπάρχει, οὐκ ἔστε τοῦτον ἡδέως ζῆν, ‘but 
if a man lacks any one of these, as for instance prudence in life, even 
though he has honour and justice, it is not possible for him to lve 
pleasantly’ The sense 1s at first sight good, not only cannot a man 
live pleasantly who lacks all these quahtics, but the want of one of 
them 1s fata} But there are several objecuhons to the restoration. 
(a) the alteranons δ᾽ ἕν τούτων for δὲ τοῦτο and οἷον ζῆν for οὐ ζῇ are 
too violent, (4) the grammat of καὶ καλῶς καὶ δικαίως ὑπάρχει in the sense 
of ‘and yet possesses an honourable and just life’ 1s surely impossible , 
(c) the most important objection hes in the resulting sense. The 
language of Ep. ut, § 132 shows that Epicurus thought that φρόνησις 
was the controlling force in life, and itself produced the subordinate 
virtues it 1s, therefore, surcly impossible to suppose that he could 
have rmagined that a man could hive καλῶς καὶ δικαίως, if he did not 
hive dpovfuws Bignone takes this point strongly. 

Bignone himself reads (é€) οὗ Lav . , ‘ but the man who 1s without 
that from which a prudent, honourable, and just hfe 1s derived, cannot 
possibly live happily’; he explains that τοῦτο ἐξ οὗ 1s φρόνησις, and 
refers to the emphasis laid on it in Ep im, § 132. Palacographically 
the correction is simple, but the expression 18 surely too vague to be 
probable and the explanation 1s unnatural, as 11 would of course be 
impossible to hve φρονίμως without φρόνησις 

Von der Muehil follows Sen¢ Vas. v. in omitting the words from οὐ 
ti to ὑπάρχει. 
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I suggest that the MS. text is mght as far as it goes (with the 
obvious correction ζῇ for ζῆ), but that here again there has been a loss 
owing to parallelism of expression. τοῦτο then refers to ἡδέως ζῆν, 
the nearest subject in the previous sentence, and ἐκεῖνο to φρονίμως καὶ 
καλῶς καὶ δικαίως ζῆν. The sentence then becomes a reinforcement of 
the maxim by the appeal to experience: ‘if in fact we see a man’s life 
18 not pleasant, then we may be sure that he 1s not living virtuously : 
if we see that he 1s not living virtuously, we may know that he cannot 
be living pleasantly’. It does not greatly add to the previous maxim, 
but Epicurus is fond of such repetitions to enforce smportant points 
(he uses one in the corresponding place in Ep. ni, § 132), and the 
correction involves very little textual change. 


VI and VII go closely together If, as 1s stated in V, the pleasant 
hife involves prudence, honourable living, and justice, how 15 this to 
be secured? The first necessity Is ἀταραξία from without: for a man 
to live his own hfe well, he must be protected from molestation by 
others. It 1s thercfore necessary to seek for such protection, and any 
means which can provide it 1s a ‘natural good’ (VI) In VII he goes 
on to consider certain false attempts to secure protection. The general 
idea of these two aphorisms 1s referred toin XIV, XXVIII, XXXI, 
and XX XIX, and 1s imphcit in much of Lucretius’ description of early 
civilization in ν xorg ff and 1105 ff. 

[1 θαρρεῖν ἐξ ἀνθρώπων, ‘to have immunity from the attacks of 
men’, a condensed form of expression which Epicurus affects: cf VII 
τὴν ἐξ ἀνθρώπων ἀσφάλειαν and XIV τῆς ἀσφαλείας τῆς ἐξ ἀνθρώπων yevo- 
μένης, and the corresponding use of θαρρεῖν n XXVIII and XXXIX. 

fw the inferential imperfect used often in the Κύριαι Δόξαι" cf XII 
οὐκ ἢν. 

κατὰ φύσιν ἀγαθόν, ‘a good in accordance with nature’: cf VII τὸ 
τῆς φύσεως ἀγαθόν ἀγαθὸν ἐξ ὧν 1s certainly an odd construction, though 
not impossible for Epicurus. Usener suggests ἀγαθά, which would 
be easier, but possibly something lke ταῦτα ζητεῖν has dropped out. 

After κατὰ φύσιν the MSS. have ἀρχῆς καὶ βασιλείας, which Usener 
excludes δὲ a gloss on ἐξ ὧν. I had at one time thought the words 
might be retained and (ὀρέγεσθαι) added after them (cf VII ad jin 
ὠρέχθησαν). The aphonsm would then become an anticipation of the 
first part of VII ‘in order to obtain ἀσφάλεια men sought rule and 
kingship as the means by which they might attain theirend’. The 

“sense would be quite in accordance with Epicurus’ thought, but I do 

not think he could speak of this mistaken idea aS κατὰ φύσιν ἀγαθόν, 
and it is better to regard the words as an anticipatory gloss VI 1s 
the general statement and VII gives the detail. Von der Muehll 
retains ἀρχῆς καὶ βασιλείας, translating” presumably ‘the advantage of 
rule and kingship is a natural blessing’, but apart from the gram- 
matical difficulty, this is open to the same objection that Eprcurus 
could not have spoken of such things as a κατὰ φύσιν ἀγαθόν. 
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12. After τοῦτο Meibom inserted ris, which would again make the 
construction easier, but in Epicurus it is hardly necessary. 

§ 141 VII deals with a false attempt to obtain this necessary protec- 
tion from other men: persons have thought that they could do it by 
winning fame and high position which would place them above moles- 
tation. But in fact the struggle to obtain and maintain Ingh position 
is itself a serious obstacle to ἀταραξία, nor, as [prcurus points out here, 
15 the result attained one of real security Lucretius has a remarkably 
close parallel v 1120-1126 


at claros hommes voluerunt se atque potentis, 

ut fundamento βία] fortuna mancret 

et placidam possent opulent: degere vitam, 
nequiquam, quomam ad summum succedere honorem 
certantes iter infestum fecere vial, 

et tamen e summnio, quasi fulmen, detcit ictos 

nvidia interdum contemptim am ‘Tartara taetra 


3 ἀπέλαβον, ‘they obtamed to the full ςἰ. droAapBarew in XII 

τὸ τῆς φύσεως ἀγαθόν, ‘the good accoiding to nature‘ as in VI 

5 κατὰ τὸ τῆς φύσεως οἰκεῖον, ‘In accordance with that which 1s 
akin to nature’,1e the msunct for pleasure Cf. Ep πὶ, § 129 τὸ 
πᾶσα οὖν ἡδονὴ διὰ τὸ φύσιν ἔχειν οἰκείαν ἀγαθόν. 

VIII passes to a shghtly different topic, yet not unconnected with 
the fast two aphorisms. If men can be so deceived about ‘ natural 
goods’, what criterron can we have in the choice of pleasures? “This 
aphorism lays down the general principle all pleasures arc good in 
themselves, but in some the concomitant pain outweighs the pleasure, 
and these must be avoided The idea ts elaborated in IX and X and 
is dealt with fully in Ep im, § 129 

6. καθ᾽ ἑαυτὸ κακόν the neuter is quite natural, and the reading 
καθ᾽ ἑαυτὴν κακή Of FP® looks hke the emendation of a grammatucal 
purist But possibly von der Muchll’s καθ᾽ ἑαυτὴν κακόν is the most 
natural construction. 

7 ὀχλήσεις, ‘disturbances οὗ NI ἠνώχλουν and Ep πῇ 127 11 
ἀοχλησίαν, 

$142 1X ip ἃ unique statement in Epicurus but very important, as 
it gives the ground for the differentiation of pleasures Gassendi 
observed that it was duected against the Cyrenaics, who held 
(Ὁ L nu 87) that ‘no pleasure differs from any other nor is it more 
pleasant’: they believed also that pleasure was merely momentary 
and could not be prolonged, so that the object of life was to accumu- 
late as many pleasurable moments as possible, and it did not matter 
from what source they were derived itfe for them was simply and 
solely apolaustic. Epicurus’ view, on the other hand, was that 
although pleasure could not be increased quanttatively beyond the 
hmit of the complete absence of pain (III), yet pleasures could be 

2978 Ζ 
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varied, and had qualitative drfferences. Here he also implies that 
they can differ in ‘density’ in three ways, either by lasting longer 
or by affecting the whole organism or by affecting tts more important 
paris (in particular, the mind) If all pleasures were alike in these 
respects, then there would be no difference at all between them, but 
as it 1s, a ‘calculus of pleasures’ becomes possible we can select our 
pleasures, either according as they are more pure, 1 e. more completely 
exclude pain (VIII and XI), or as they are more lasting or affect the 
whole organism or 115 more rmportant parts. The theory 1s an mtegral 
part of the ethical scheme and 1s needed to complete the argument of 
Ep. in, § 129. 

I, κατεπυκνοῦτο, ‘could be intensified’ or ‘condensed ’. 

After ἡδονή Bignone would insert καὶ μνήμη There 1s no doubt 
that memory played a part in Epicurus’ conception of pleasure 
(compare the general idea of Ep im, ὃ 122, and XVII of the Vatican 
aphorisms) and would be a means of καταπύκνωσις, but it seems 
hardly justifiable to introduce it into the text here Similarly Cronert’s 
insertion (καὶ révw) 15 superfluous. 

2 ἄθροισμα is used quite literally of the ‘aggregate’ of atoms of 
soul and body which composes the man. ‘Organism’ seems the 
nearest word in Enghsh, though it includes ideas foreign to the Greek 
woid cf Ep τ, §63 3 ἡ ψυχὴ σῶμά ἐστι λεπτομερὲς παρ᾽ ὅλον τὸ ἄθροισμα 
παρεσπαρμένον 

τὰ κυριώτατα μέρη. ‘the most rmportant parts’, 1. 6. especially the 
mind rather than the body. cf. Ep. 1, §&§ 35 6, 36.6. 

X-XIII may be regarded as going together and are naturally 
approached from 1X, Epicurus 15 applying the test of the κυριώτατα 
μέρη, and in partiwular of the mind For its pleasure the necessary 
conditions are, as has been learnt from the rerpadappaxos, a true 
knowledge of the nature of the gods and of death, and an undersiand- 
ing of the bounds to be set to desire and of the hmits of pain. Now 
the pleasures of scnsuality cannot help us here ; if they could, we might 
(apart fiom the accompanying pain) regard them as perfect pleasures. 
But for this purpose we must turn rather to philosophy, which gives us 
the sure knowledge of the nature of the world and the principles of our 
own conduct. 

X 1s a straightforward statement . if the pleasures of the body could 
give us what we need, we could find nothing to censure in them. 

4. τῶν περὶ τοὺς ἀσώτους ἡδονῶν. the regular Greek perphrasis with 
περί to avoid one geniuve dependent on another ἀσωμάτους F 18 a 
strange vanant, but does not point to any real alternative. 

5 μετεώρων : the movements of the heavenly bodies and the other 
phenomena of the sky, the subject in fact of the second letter. The 
fear about the μετέωρα is of course the 1dea that they are arbitrary acts 
on the part of divine berngs, which, according to the Epicureans, was 
one of the causes of the omgin of region: cf. XI and Lucr. v. 
1183-1240. 
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6. καὶ ἀλγηδόνων, ‘and its pains’, not ‘ pain * simply (as Hicks), for 
‘the fear of pain” would be an idea not found elsewhere in Epicurus. 

τὸ πέρας τῶν ἐπιθυμιῶν, ‘the limits set to our desires’, 1e that 
we cannot desire greater pleasure than the complete absence of 
pam ΠῚ 

It is clear that we require here the mention also of the limit set to 
pam (IV), and the insertion of ζκαὶ τῶν ἀλγηδόνων) would be sufficiently 
justified by XI. But, as Bignone has pointed out, it 1s now guaranteed 
by spe text of Diogenes of Oenoanda, 7 xlv, where this aphonsm is 
uoted. 
᾿ 7. μεμψαίμε!α The reading of B μεμφάμεθα is hardly enough 
authonty for altering the otherwise universal μεμψαίμεθα to the more 
grammatically correct ἐμεμψάμεθα 

8 ἐκπληρουμένοις a necessary coirection of the εἰσπληρουμέγοις of 
the MSS ἃ common error (K = 'c) 

9 ὅπερ sc.7d ἀλγοῦν καὶ τὸ λυπούμενον 

ΧΙ If we had no need of such knowledge, we could well lead a 
pleasant life without physiology, but as this knowledge ts the essential 
condition of pleasure, we cannot dispense with our understanding of 
nature. The general idea of this dircet value of scientific knowledge 
is dealt with in Ep 3, ὃ 78 

τι ἠνώχλουν cf VIIT ὀχλήσεις 

12. μή ποτε. ἦ τι «the form of the expression strongly recalls 
ὃ θάνατος οὐδὲν πρὸς ἡμᾶς in 11 and elsewhere, 

τε τὸ μὴ κατανοεῖν Is ἃ biilliant restoration for the MSS τετύόλμηκα 
νοεῖν B accentuates τετολμηκά and P hast τό μηκα, which point to 
a corruption, and a marginal note in B describes the reading of the 
text as σφά(λμα) 

ὃ 143 XII makes one step faither in advance. There are two 
possible sources of information about the heavenly phenomena and 
death, rehgion and science The ordinaly man derives his concep- 
tions from the myths of religion, but they are pecuharly calculated to 
inspire fear and so to destroy pleasure if pleasure is to be based on 
complete ἀταραξία, and so to be absolutely pure, we must learn the 
truth about the umverse from physical scunce Agatn Ep 1, § 78, 
puts the pomt fully 

1, οὐκ ἦν, ‘at 15 not possible’ the inferential imperfect again. cf. VI 
ἦν κατὰ φύσιν 

ὑπὲρ τῶν κυριωτάτων, ‘about the most important matters’, 1e the 
μετέωρα auddeath cf Ep.1, ὃ 78 1 τὸ τὴν ὑπὲρ τῶν κυριωτάτων αἰτίαν 
ἐξακριβῶσαι φυσιολογίας ἔργον εἶναι δεῖ νομίζειν also §§ 35, 36. 

2 τοῦ σύμπαντος “ nothing short of a knowledge of the universe will 
really suffice, or at least of the general principles of 1ts working 

ὑποπτευόμενον the fear of the arbitrary action of the gods in 
phenomena gives us a ‘suspicion’ cf ὑποψίαι τῇ XI. Normal Attic 
uses the verb only in the active, and Usener proposes to read to- 
πτεύοντα, but this may be accepted as a later usage. 

22 
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4 ἀκεραίους, ‘unalloyed’, entirely free from pain, and in this case 
from the mental pain of fear Lucretius puts the point well in 
ul. 37 fF ᾿ 

et metus ille foras praeceps Acheruntis agendus, 
funditus humanam qui vitam turbat ab :mo 
omnia suffundens mortis nigrore neque ullam 
esse voluplatem liquidam puramgue relinqut 


ἀπολαμβάνειν “ cf VII ἀπέλαβον τὸ τῆς φύσεως ἀγαθόν 

XIII 1s ἃ connecting Ink between the immediately preceding topic 
and that of VI and VII, to which Epicuius returns in XIV. It is no 
good to secure freedom from molestation by other men, unless we 
combine that with the greater freedom of mind, which 1s due to the 
true knowledge of the universe Our ἀταραξία must be complete both 
on the physical and mental sides, if we are to have true pleasure cf 
Lucr wm. 27 and u τό ff 

5. τὴν Kar’ ἀνθρώπους ἀσφάλειαν. cf V1 θαρρεῖν ἐξ ἀνθρώπων, 
VIL τὴν ἐξ ἀνθρώπων ἀσφάλειαν κατ᾽ ἀνθρώπους is here a natural 
vaniation 

6. ὑπόπτων cf XI ὑποψώι, XIL ὑποπτευόμενον, the word which 
hnks these three aphorisms together the root idea 1s fear arising from 
uncertainty 

τῶν ὑπὸ γῆς always coupled by the physiologists with ra μετέωρα, as 
Ep. 1i and Lucr vi 

ἢ. τῶν ἐν τῷ ἀπείρῳ things outside our κόσμος, sc other worlds and 
the gods So Lucr.1 74 of Epicurus, ‘omne immensum peragravit 
mentc animuque’ 

XIV A most difficult and obscure aphoiism in which both text and 
meaning are uncertain. It returns to the topic of the ἀσφάλεια ἐξ 
ἀνθρώπων, which had been broached in VI and VII and referred to 
again in ΧΠῚ VI showed its necessity for the tdeal hfe, and VII 
that the effort to gain it by fame and position 1s mistaken = Epicurus 
now considers the question how it 1s to be attained: the aphorism 
must be considered im close connexion with AXXIX where he recurs 
again to this question Our view as to his answer must be determined 
by the text adopted both here and in XXXIX_ According to the 
text here given Epicurus holds that there must as a preliminary be 
some force (Svvapts)—even though it were only persona! imfluence— 
which can bamsh from one’s hfe the elements which are hkely to cause 
disturbance (ἐξοριστική, Cf ἐξωρίσατο in XXXIX) But besides tms 
force, by far the purest source (εὐπορία εἰλικρινεστάτη) Of ἀσφάλεια 18 
that which anses from one’s own quiet hfe and retirement from the 
world, Here then we have the answer to the question raised in VII 
The men who aim at political power think to secure their ἀσφάλεια 
wholly by force They are wrong: it is true that some force 1s neces- 
sary to banish certain molestations, but the true solution is to eschew 
politics altogether and hve one’s own life in peace. This was, of 
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course, the regular Epicurean view, characteristic of its general indi- 
viduahstic attitude compare Lucr. v. 1127-1128 

ut satus multo 1am sit parere quietum 

quam regere imperio res velle et regna tencre 
For other views of the aphorism see notes below. 

8 γενομένης μέχρι τινός the start towards ἀσφάλεια must be made 
by an exercise of force or power which can secure it to a certain 
degree 

9. δυνάμει τινὶ ἐξοριστικῇ, ‘by a certain force of expulsion’, .e of 
getting rid of certain elements of interference and placing them beyond 
the borders of one’s life The text 15 very uncertam I accept with 
some hesitatron Usener’s correction τινί for re. among the many MS 
variations of the next word, the almost universal perispomenon accent 
points to a dative rather than a nominative ἐξοριστικῃ would be 
strongly supported by ἐξωρίσατο in XXXIX, which in my view 1s based 
on the same general idea ‘The man who secures ἀσφάλεια makes all 
things he can akin to lim (ὁμόφυλα) or at least not ahen (ἀλλόφυλα) 
for the rest, he either does not mix with them (ἀνεπέμικτος ἐγένετο), OF 
else banishes them from his life (égwpéraro)’ There is, however, an 
exactly similar doubt as to the text there 

Usener takes δυνάμει tad bv iself and reads ἐξερειστική ‘the 
ἀσφάλεια asing fiom ἡσυχία and ἐκχώρησις 15. ἃ support to and the 
purest source of the ἀσφαλεία flom men which has becn obtamed to a 
certain extent by a ceitam force’ = But (1) δυνάμει τινί 15 very weak 
and does little but repeat μέχρι τινός, (2) ἐξερειστικη 15 feeble in sense 
and grammaticall) awkward in combination with the substantive 
εὐπορία this Usener feels limself and suggests im his notes ἐξέρεισις 7 , 
(3) 1he general sense 15 unsatisfactory the hfe of retirement cannot 
well be described as ‘a support’ to ἀσφάλεια 

R Τὸ. Hicks, accepting Useuei’s text, translates ‘then on a basis of 
power arises most genuine bliss’ this is surely an impossible sense 
for ἐξερειστική, Which cannot be passive in meaning, and εὐπορία must 
go with the genitive τῆς ἀσφαλείας 

Bignone retains the τε of the MSS and reads δυνάμει τε ἐξερειστικῇ 
καὶ εὐποριᾳ εἰλικρινεσζτάτῃ ἐπεξεργαστικωγτάτη γίνεται, ‘both by its 
powel of offering support and by its unalloyed gifts of goods 1s most 
productive of’ the ἀσφάλεια ἐξ ἀνθρώπων But δυνάμει ἐξερειστικῇ 15 
an odd eapression, and the addition to the text 1s very considerable 

εἰλικρινεστάτη, ‘most pure’, because it 1s not tainted by the clement 
of ὄχλησις, which 15 involved in the use of force to bamish molestations. 

10 ἐκχωρήσεως the bulk of the MS authority 1s for ἐγχωρήσεως, 
but that must be a mere mistake 

§ 144. XV deals with the topic of Ep.in § 130. to satisfy the desires 
of nature (the ἀναγκαῖαι ἡδοναί) very httle 1s wanted, and that can 
easily be obtained. But to satisfy the empty cravings of those who 
are not philosophers is an almost endless task. The idea 1s familar 
and the expression straightforward Besides Ep in, § 130 Ὃ τὸ μὲν φυσι- 
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κὸν πᾶν εὐπόριστόν ἐστι, τὸ δὲ κενὸν δυσπόριστον, We May compare an 
aphorism preserved by Stobaeus, Ζγογιῖ xvii. 23 (_/r. 67, Usener 469) 
χάρις τῇ paxapla Φύσει, ὅτι τὰ ἀναγκαῖα ἐποίησεν εὐπόριστα, τὰ δὲ δυσπό- 
ριστα οὐκ ἀναγκαῖα, and Lucr v. rr17-1119° 


quod si quis vera vitam ratione gubernet, 
divitiae grandes homini sunt vivere parce 
aequo animo; neque enim est umquam penuria parvi. 


1. ὃ τῆς φύσεως πλοῦτος : cf the epigram in Athenaeus (Usener 

Jr. 47t). 
τᾶς φύσιος δ᾽ ὁ πλοῦτος ὅρον τινὰ βαιὸν ἐπίσχει, 
αἱ δὲ κεναὶ κρίσιες τὰν ἀπέραντον ὁδόν. 

ἃ. τῶν κενῶν δοξῶν, ‘the wealth demanded by idle imaginings’, 
1.6. suggested by the baseless mental images of persons who have not 
learned the true wisdom. So Epicurus, as quoted by Porphyrius, ad 
Marcellam, 24, Ὁ 208. 2 (7. 68, Usener 471) οὐ σπάνιόν γε εὑρεῖν 
ἄνθρωπον (πένητα) πρὸς τὸ τῆς φύσεως τέλος καὶ πλούσιον πρὸς TAS κενὰς 
δόξας Cf. also XXIX παρὰ κενὴν δόξαν γινόμεναι. 

XVI. A new topic, the comparative importance of .chance and 
Teason in life Chance can at times hinder the wise man, but only to 
a small extent. 1t must be reason that throughout his life decideg his 
action and therefore hts fate. The tdea 1s reproduced in several 
Epicurean passages and 1s foreshadowed τῇ Ep. 1h, § 134. 

3. βραχέα: the neuter plural (internal acc.) has the better MS. 
authority as against βραχεῖα, and, as Usener points out, 1s supported by 
Cicero’s rendering (de i, i.19. 63) ‘exiguum (ποῦ exiguam) fortunam 
intervenire sapienti’. Epicurus, too, 1s almost certainly adapting 
Democritus’ aphorism βαιὰ yap φρονήσι τύχῃ μάχεται, τὰ δὲ πλεῖστα ἐν 
βίῳ εὐξύνετος ὀξυδερκίη κατιθύνει, where we have the same neuter plural. 
τὰ δὲ μέγιστα just afterwards confirms it. 

The same parallels are conclusive against Cobet’s τύχῃ for τύχη. 

4. ϑιῴκηκε is clearly intended by the MS. διώκηκε and 15 read by 
Stobaeus, when he quotes this passage. Usener, who quite arbitrarily 
excises διοικεῖ καὶ διοικήσει at the end of the sentence as a gloss, reads 

ὕκησε 88 ἃ gnomic aorist and cuts out the καί which follows it in the 
MSS. Epicurus wishes to emphasize the continuance of the process 
by the use of all three tenses. Bignone also takes this view of the text. 

XVII gives us the direct connexion between justice and the 
Epicurean ideal, Justice, as we shall see (XXXII), has in itself no 
immediate value, but indirectly it is useful because it most contributes 
to the inward and outward peace (ἀταραξία) of the life of ideal 
pleasure: injustice, on the other hand, 1s the source of the greatest 
possible disturbance. The idea is strictly Epicurean, and besides V 
we may compare the fragment δικαιοσύνης καρπὸς μέγιστος drapagia 
(fr. 80, Usener 519), and particularly K. A. XXXV, which explains 
the cause of the ταραχή. ἡ 
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6. ὁ δίκαιος Bios is the form in which the aphorism appears in 
Diodorus and Sent, Vat. xii: the meaning 1s of course not different. 

In XVIII Epicurus passes back to the limitation of pleasures, 
onginally laid down im III, and speaks now more fully as regards 
both the body and the mind. The amount (μέγεθος) of pleasure 1s 
limited in both cases: both for body and for mind there 1s a point 
beyond which pleasure cannot be increased in’ quantity (τὸ πέρας), but _ 
only vaned in kind. For the body this pont 1s reached when there 1s 
drovia, when all pain due to want 1s removed by the satisfaction of 
the want (e.g. in hunger). For the mind the limit is the establishment 
of ἀταραξία by the reasoned comprehension of the limits of pleasure 
and the nght understanding of emotions like them, 1 e. the desires and 
fears connected with the conceptions of immortahty and death 
Beyond these limiting points we can only get vanation in our 
pleasures, and though for the mind such variation 1s good, for the 
body it means the introduction of means of pleasure which involve 
pain. The ideal of ‘ plain hving and Ingh thinking’ 1s thus shown to 
be the hfe of the fullest and purest pleasure’ cf X and Ep m, 
δξ 130-132. 

9. τὸ κατ᾽ ἔνδειαν ἀλγοῦν, ‘the pain due to want’: cf. IIL and 
Ep. iii, § 130. 

ποικίλλεται, ‘is varied’, in the means by which it 1s satisfied. This 
1g ἃ new point m addition to the πέρας doctnne of ΠῚ The luxunous 
hfe, which as was seen in X does not produce ἀταραξία, cannot 
increase the quantity of pleasure, but only vary its means of satisfac- 
tion. 

10, ἀπεγέννησεν᾽ a curious word, meant perhaps to suggest the 
reaching of ihe limit in the process. 

Il ἧ.. τούτων αὐτῶν ἐκλόγισις, ‘the thinking out of these very 
pleasures’, 1 e. the comprehension by reason of their limits The 
understanding of the limits of pleasure of body and mind will not only 
give a rule of conduct but will itself be one of the means of securing 
ἀταραξία. 

τῶν ὁμογενῶν τούτοις is probably rightly explained by Bignone to 
mean ‘the emotions lke them’, 1.e.the desires associated with 1mmor- 
tality and the fears connected with death which (before the Fpicurean 
philosophy9 used to be the greatest cause of mental fear. 

Hicks translates the clause, ‘ The limit of pleasure in the mind is 
obtained by calculating the pleasures themselves and the contrary 
pains’. But (@) this is not at all an Epicurean idea: he does not 
weigh pleasures against pains, but only admits ‘ pure pleasure’, (4) it 18 
a possible, but not the natural sense of ἐκλόγισις, (c) τῶν ὁμογενῶν 
τούτοις cannot be strained to mean ‘the contrary pains’. 

12. παρεσκεύαζε: a real imperfect ‘used to cause’ before the 
Epicurean philosophy was grasped 

§ 145. XIX. A point of great importance 1s introduced as ἃ deduc- 
tion from the previous aphorism. If there is a mit ofegreatness to the 
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pleasure both of body and mind, and no pleasure can be greater than 
the complete absence of bodily pain and mental trouble, then com- 
plete pleasure can be attained in a limited time, and infinite time could 
not produce greater pleasure. The conception ts of great importance 
for Epicurus because it enables him to maintain that there 1s no reason 
why men should long for immortality, which could not give them 
greater pleasure than they can know in this hfe It is elaborated 
in XX. 

1. ἴσην: se. not greater. 

2, τὰ πέρατα: as in XVIII, the limits of bodily and mental pleasure, 
i.e. the complete absence of pain and anxiety. 

XX. A difficult aphorism tn which the editors have been inclined to 
tamper with the text, but 1t can, I think, be matntatned as tt stands. 
It is a contrast in the attnudes of ‘the flesh’ and ‘the mind’ towards 
pleasure, and 15 clearly intended to biing out further the point of XIX 
that infinite time 1s not required to obtain the greatest pleasure. 
Epicurus has also in mind, as usual, the view of the Cyrenaics. ‘The 
flesh’ 1s the body apart from the mind (IV). it can perceive individual 
sensations owing to the admixture of soul and body atoms, but cannot 
correlate sensations or reason about them Any individual sensation 
of pleasute is perceived by it as something which might be indefinitely 
increased or prolonged: if this were really the case the longer the 
time, the greater would be the pleasure, and infinite time would 
produce infinite pleasure. It is on this purely sensational basis that 
the sensual man (ἄσωτος, X) acts, and it 1s also the root of the Cyrenaic 
theory which advocated the accumulation of the individual moments of 
pleasure (μονόχρονος ἡδονή). But the mind, Epicurus holds, knows 
well that this 1s not so, but that there is a quantitative limit to pleasure 
both of body and mind. complete pleasure 13 therefore attamable in 
this life and there is no need of immortality. The man who holds 
this conviction will be content to cease to exist, when his time comes, 
without feeling that he has missed anything. The difficulties le 
chiefly in the first sentence. 

4. ἀπέλαβε, ‘perceives’, as in VII and XII, with no added tmplica- 
tion of reflection on the sensation. 

5. καὶ ἄπειρος αὐτὴν χρόνος παρεσκεύασεν, ‘and infinite time is (in 
that case) required to supply pleasure’. I think the sentence may be 
so translated without unduly straining the Greek. παρεσκεύασεν is the 
reading of all the MSS. and is exactly paralleled by τὸν παντελῇ βίον 
παρεσκεύασεν below. If the text 1s altered at all, it should be to 
παρεσκεύασ᾽ ἄν, or with Diels to κἂν... παρεσκεύασεν Usener reads 
ἀρέσκοι ἄν, αὐτήν being then τὴν σάρκα, ‘ infinite time would satisfy it’. 
But not only is this a violent alteration of a word which is almost 
certainly authentic, but, as Bignone points out in his admirable 
discussion of this aphorism (Introd., pp. 26—3a), 1t implies in the σάρξ 
something more than mere perception, and is therefore contrary to 
Epicurus’ doctrine. Bignone himself would read καὶ ἄπειρζον οὐκ 
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ἀπειργος, ‘and lmuited time can produce unhmited pleasure’. But 
(1) the phrase below οὐθὲν ἔτι τοῦ ἀπείρου χρόνου προσεδεήθημεν shows 
that there must have been a contrast between the σάρξ which does 
require infimite time and the διάνοια which does not; (2) though 
Epicurus says that the flesh perceives pleasures as ἄπειρα, he surely 
would not go so far as to say that limited time gives it pleasure which 
ts ἄπειρον, for his whole doctrine 1s that there 1s always a πέρας. The 
expression is very obscure, but can, I think, stand as we have it, 

τοῦ τῆς σαρκὸς τέλους, ‘its ultimate purpose ’, or as Bignone trans- 
lates it, ‘its summum bonum’,t e to get rid of all parn and so secure 
ἀπονία : the τέλος 18 also the πέρας of pleasure. 

6. τὸν ἐπιλογισμόν, ‘the reasoned understanding’: cf. XVII ἡ... 
τούτων αὐτῶν ἐκλόγισις. 

7. τοῦ αἰῶνος, ‘the age to come’, the eternal hfe after death 
which religion assumes. The word 15 another of the stens of the 
approximation of Epicurus’ language to the Hellenistic: cf. αἰώνιον 
XXVIIL 

τὸν παντελῆ βίον, ‘the complete Ife’, which has attained tts τέλος of 
ἀπονία and drapagia. The analogy of XXI τὸ τὸν ὅλον βίον παντελῇ 
καθιστάν suggests the transposition παντελῆ τὸν βίον. But the present 
order perhaps accords better with Epicurus’ use of παρασκευάζειν, to 
‘afford’ rather than ‘to make’ 

8, προσεδεήθημεν is the reading of F and H and ts clearly indicated 
by the reading of P and ῷ The change of subject 1s quite natural 
and Usener’s προσεδεήθη" (ov) μὴν 18 unnecessary. 

9 οὔτε ἔφυγε τὴν ἡδονήν, an interesting point. Epicureantsm is not 
ascetic. 1t does not avoid pleasure, but only realizes its true limits. 

11. κατέστρεφεν, ‘ draws to its close’. cf. Ep. ut, § 126 6 τὸν δὲ γέροντα 
καλῶς καταστρέφειν and XL προκαταστροφήν. The aorist κατέστρεψεν, 
ghomic as all through the aphorism, would be more natural and was 
suggested by Bywater, and the imperfect may be due to the neigh- 
bouring παρεσκεύαζεν, which 1s a genuine imperfect tn relation to the 
other aorists. 

§ 146 XXI An ingenious connexton between the argument 
of the last aphorisms and the earher practical considerations of VII 
and XV. If we are really convinced of the hmits of pleasure, 
we shall know that but little is needed to secure drovia and ἀταραξία, 
and shall avoid, as unnecessary, the struggles for polttical power and 
position. We may compare Lucr. ii. 16-53 and v. 1105—1135. 

1. ὡς εὐπόριστόν ἐστι: cf XV. 

2 (78) the addition of the second article 1s necessary. 

τὸ ἀλγοῦν κατ᾽ ἔνδειαν : cf. XVIII 

4. ἀγῶνας : a metaphor from the games: the struggles for success 
and the prizes which they bring. We may perhaps translate 
‘competition ’. 

XXII. An mteresting and important link of connexion between the 
ethical theory and the general theory of knowledge. If we are to be 
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sure that our actions are right, we must, as has been seen from the 
preceding aphorisms, always refer them to the ‘real end’ of life, 
namely ἀπονία and ἀταραξία (cf. XXV). But it is equally important 
to refer them also to the direct evidence of the senses, which is the 
ultimate basis of all knowledge (see Ep. i, ὃ 82). It is a cardinal rule 
in the field of φυσιολογία that all conclusions of opinion (δοξαξόμενα) 
must be tested by such reference to immediate sensation. In the 
ethical field there is a-double reason for doing this . firstly, in order 
to act rightly, we must have a mght understanding of the world around 
us and must therefore refer to our external perceptions (αἰσθήσεις), and 
secondly, we must refer to our internal sensations (πάθη), the 1mme- 
diate perceptions of pleasure and pain, to be sure that any action we 
choose is really productive of pleasure and not of pain. Unless we 
keep these rules, we are lable in the moral sphere, as in the 
physical, to be misled by προσδοξαζόμενα, unauthorized additions of 
the mind. 

5. τὸ ὑφεστηκὸς. . τέλος, ‘the real end’ of life, sc. drovia and 
ἀταραξία. For this meaning of ὑφεστηκός Bignone refers to the Life of 
Epicurus, ὃ 32, 6 ὑφέστηκε δὲ τὸ ὁρᾶν ἡμᾶς καὶ ἀκούειν, ‘our sight and 
hearing are realities’. Schneider’s proposal to expunge τέλος would 
make the aphonsm refer solely to the theory of knowledge without 
any connexion with the ethical theory—a very abrupt jump. Hicks 
translates ‘We must take into account as the end all that really 
exists’; this seems unmeaning, and is certainly not Epicurean. 

πᾶσαν τὴν ἐνάργειαν, ‘all the immediate evidence of sensation’, 
1.e. both of the πάθη and the αἰσθήσεις. For the meaning of ἐνάργεια 
see Ep 1,§ 52 3. Merbach (de Xpzc Canon., p. 19) notes that ἐπιλογί- 
ζεσθαι 18 definitely associated in Epicurus with ἐνάργεια 

6. ἐφ᾽ ἦν. a general statement, applicable both in the physical and 
the moral fields. 

ἡ. ἀκρισίας : because, unless we bear in mind the fundamental 
criterion of πάθος, we shall lose the power of discriminating between 
really pleasurable actions and the reverse. 

ταραχῆς : because, unless we attend to the evidence of the senses, 
αἰσθήσεις, in the physical world, we shall admit the fears which are 
primanily destructive of the pleasures of hfe. Ep. i, § 82, provides a 
close parallel. ’ 

XXII. The last aphorism took us back to the fundamental accep- 
tance of αἴσθησις as the final test, and the next two deal with this 
subject. Objection to the Epicurean principle might be taken on two 
grounds: either that some of our sensations were trustworthy, but 
others not, or that they are all untrustworthy. Epicurus deals with 
these two positions separately, and in this aphorism with the extreme 
eceptic position. If, he says, you reject all sensations you are left 
without any standard of judgement at all, by which even to condemn 
the senses: for, as Lucretius explains in an interesting parallel 
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passage, reason, the only other possible standard, 19 itself founded on 
the senses and owes to them its validity : 


quid maiore fide porro quam sensus haberi 
debet? an ab sensu falso ratio orta valebit 
dicere eos contra, quae tota ab sensibus orta est? 
qu: nisi sunt veri, ratio quoque falsa fit omnis. 
(Lucr. iv. 482-485.) 
There 18 no difficulty in text or expression. 

9. ἀναγωγήν, ‘reference’: cf. dvdyouev in XXII. 

ὃ 147. XXIV. Epicurus now proceeds to consider the more 
modified scepticism which does not reject all sensation as untrue, 
but maintains that this or that sensation 1s false He answers in 
effect, ‘If you reject any single sensation, you will produce confusion 
in them all, and so destroy the possibility of a standard of judgement’. 
The expression of the aphorism 1s, however, obscure because it is 
highly technica]. 11 should be read 1n conjunction with Ep.1, ὃ 50 
Both Giussani (who has a valuable comment on this aphorism in Stud, 
Lucr., pp. 181-182) and Bignone 1n his note explain the passage with 
reference to the famihar Epicurean instance of the man who sees 
a tower at a distance. He has a sensation of a round tower. If 
he 15 a good Epicurean he will say to himself, ‘this sensation is true : 
it represents the image which has come to me’, But he will not go 
on to affirm that the tower itself 1s 1ound, this he will regard as 
a problem awaiting (προσμένον) confirmation (ἐπιμαρτύρησιν) or con- 
tradiction (ἀντιμαρτύρησιν) on a nearer view’ (ἐνάργημα). But the man 
who 15 not an Epicurean, when he comes up to the tower and finds it 
square, will say, ‘my sense-perception was false’, not reahzing that 
the judgement that the tower was round was something added by his 
mind (προσδοξαζόμενον) to the actual sensation he ought to distin- 
guish the two. If, says Epicurus, we reject any single sense-percep- 
tion in this way we are really undermining them all by our groundless 
opinion, because the next tme that we have a similar sensation, we 
shall at once be inclined to doubt its truth and so on till we shake our 
belief in sensation altogether—for we may take up a similar attitude to 
immediate feelings (πάθη) or mages perceived by the mind (ἐπιβολαὶ 
τῆς διανοίας)» 

If, on the other hand, he continues, we bhndly accept these opmtons 
based on sensation—including both the actua! sensation and the addi- 
tion of thought—then, so far from escaping error, we shall introduce 
doubt into every judgement that we make " }f, for instance, we decide 
in the example given above that the tower zs round, we are simply 
wrong. 

Many difficulties are involved in this Epicurean principle, some 
of which were more clearly perceived by his successors than by 
himself. 

1, ἐκβαλεῖς ; the MSS. both here and in |. 5 support é«BdAAes: the 
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parallel of XXIII εἰ μάχῃ - . . οὐχ ἕξεις might support its retention, but 
διαιρήσεις following immediately in the protasis, makes the future 
necessary. 

ἁπλῶς, ‘singly’, ‘ by itself’, as opposed to πάσαις ταῖς αἰσθήσεσιν in 
XXIII. Hicks’ translation ‘absolutely’ does not make sense. 

a. κατὰ τὸ προσμένον. xara has better MS. authority than xai, which 
Usener adopts, and very greatly improves the sense: the ‘ opinion based 
on the idea awaiting confirmation’ (that the tower 1s round) 1s con- 
trasted with ‘that which is actually present in sensation’ (the image 
of a round tower), and we thus get a natural division of the two 
things to be ‘distinguished’, whereas with καὶ the point at which the 
second part of the contrast begins 18 not grammatically obvious. κατά 
and καί are frequently confused in the MSS. of Diog. Laert. Bignone 
also reads κατὰ, and Merbach (de Epic. Canon., p. 39). 

8. καὶ τὰ πάθη : a similar error may be made in the region of feel- 
ing. Guussani (l.c.) suggests as an example, that we may have a 
sensation of pricking: opinion at once assumes an external body 
pricking us, and when we find there is none, we may be similarly led 
to conclude that the sensation itself was false, whereas, 1t was, in fact, 
due to some internal cause. 

καὶ πᾶσαν φανταστικὴν ἐπιβολὴν τῆς διανοίας For a discussion of 
the very difficult expression ἐπιβολὴ τῆς διανοίας see note on Ep. 1, § 38, 
and Appendix, pp. 259 f. I donot beheve that the epithet φανταστικήν 
here 1s intended to modify its sense, seeing that for Epicurus all 
thought was conducted by means of images. It seems hkely, however, 
that he is thinking primarily of those mental images which are caused 
by the attention of the mind to εἴδωλα, not perceptible to the senses, but 
visiting the mind directly. The kind of mistake then would be, as 
Gnussani again suggests, if seeing in sleep the vision of a dead fnend, 
and realizing on waking that he was dead, we therefore assumed that 
the dream-vision was false, whereas as a dream-vision it was true, and 
Epicurus on his theory of the persistence of the εἴδωλα, can explain its 
occurrence. 

4. τῇ ματαίῳ δόξῃ: by the same kind of ‘groundless opinion’ as 
caused confusion in the case of the single sensation, e.g. of the tower. 
The MSS. point to ματαίῳ rather than ματαίᾳ. 

5. Sore... ἐκβαλεῖς because, when you are similarly led to reject 
other perceptions, you will then be in the position of the objector of 
aphorism XXIII. 

el δὲ βεβαιώσεις... The exactly opposite process, the acceptance 
of all appearances (i.e. sense-perception plus the inference of opinion), 
will lead to exactly the same confusion. The only sure ground of 
procedure is the distinction of the two. 

6. τὸ προσμένον. . . τὴν ἐπιμαρτύρησιν : together. The addition of 
the accusative here is a valuable explanation of the real sense of τὸ 
προσμένον in passages where it is used absolutely as above, e.g. Ep. i, 
ὃ 50.10 Here τὸ προσμένον .. . τὴν ἐπιμαρτύρησιν is of course, in our 
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example, the idea that the tower is round, τὸ μή is the simple sense- 
perception of a round tower. 

7. οὐκ ἐκλείψεις 15 the MS. reading. Bonnet’s ἐκλείψει, adopted by 
Usener, would make the construction more normal, ‘ the error will not 
disappear ’, but it is probably possible to retain ἐκλείψεις in a transitive 
sense, either ‘you will not escape’ (so Bignone) or possibly ‘ you will 
not leave out’, ‘eliminate’ the falsehood. 

8. ὡς τετηρηκὼς . . . ἢ μὴ ὀρθῶς, ‘since jou will have preserved the 
whole ground of doubt in every judgement of nght or wrong’: the 
‘ground of doubt’ 15 always the προσδοξαζόμενον, and if we accept that 
in all cases, we make all our conclusions dubious. I have followed 
Bignone m reading κατὰ for the MSS καὶ" cf. the similar confusion 
m I, 2. 

Usener boldly alters to ὥστ᾽ ἀνῃρηκώς, ‘90 that you will have 
annulled all distinction and every judgement of night and wrong’. 
But apart from the very violent character of the change, it involves, as 
Guussani points out, the very unnatural sense of ‘distinction’ for 
ἀμφισβήτησιν, which should certainly mean ‘doubt’, ‘ uncertainty’. 
(Hicks with Usener’s text translates ‘ you will be taking sides in every 
question involving truth or error’ 1 can make nothing of this ) 

Giussani himself reads ὥστε τετηρηκώς and καὶ (ἀνῃρωκώς), “50 that 
you will have preserved every cause of doubt and destroyed every 
judgement of right or wrong’. This gives good sense, but Bignone’s 
correction 15 far simpler 

§148. XXV After this excursion into metaphysics in the two 
previous aphorisms, Epicurus now returns to ethics. Every action 
must be tested by direct reference to the ultimate end of nature, 
we. perfect pleasure, consisting Of ἀπονέα and ἀταραξία. If we stop 
short of that and try to test our actions by any intermediate standard, 
such as that of prudence or honour or justice, we shall find that our 
actions are deviating from the true ideal of pleasure and we shall no 
longer be practising as we preach 

2 τὸ τέλος τῆς φύσεως, ‘the end which our nature seeks’. cf. XX 
τὸ τῆς σαρκὸς τέλος and XV ὁ τῆς φύσεως πλοῦτος. 

προκαταστρέψεις . εἰς GAAS τι, ‘ yOu stop short before reaching the 
τέλος and turn to some other standard’: the picture 1s of proceeding 
upwards through a senes of correlated ideals, all dependent on the 
ulate end of pleasure and stoppmg before we reach the end of the 
series. For this intransitive sense cf. XL προκαταστροφήν from the 
derivative sense of καταστρέφειν, ‘ to depart from life’, KX. 

4: τοῖς λόγοις. Not merely ‘your words’ but ‘the principles you 
profess ’. 

XXVI-XXX. Considerable doubt has been raised as to the correct 
order of these aphorisms. It would appear at first sight that XXVI, 
which deals with the classification of desires, must have a close 
connexion with XXIX and XXX, while XXVII and XXVIII, which 
deal with fmendship, appear to interrupt that connexion. Gassendi 
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accordingly arranged them in the order XXIX, XXX, XXVI, XXVII, 
XXVIII, and Meibom following him inserted XXVI between XXIX 
and XXX. Bignone (Introd., pp. 21 ff) who is concerned to defend 
the sequence of the aphonmsms against the attacks of Usener, expresses 
some doubt at this point, and thinks it possible that a sentence has 
been lost linking up XXVI and XXVII. He has, however, made 
a good case for preserving the order of the MSS., and it seems better 
to retain it, bearing in mind, however, the possibility of a shght 
dislocation. 

XXVI. Bignone (Introd, p. 21) has pointed out that there is an 
essential Ink of connexion between this aphorism and XXV. We 
must always refer our desires to the ultimate test of ἀπονία and 
ἀταραξία, and the practical application of that test 1s that physical pain 
or mental disturbance results if the desires are not satisfied If then 
we find that no such result would follow, we may be sure that the 
desire in question 18 unnecessary. This is confirmed when we find 
that the craving passes away, if it 1s found that the object of desire is 
unattainable or likely to cause harm. 

5: ὅσαι μὴ ἐπ᾽ ἀλγοῦν ἐπανάγουσιν. Pleasure being the removal of τὸ 
ἀλγοῦν κατ᾽ ἔνδειαν (111, XXI1), 1f no such pain results, when desires are 
unfulfilled, they cannot be necessary. 

6, εὐδιάχυτον, ‘dissolvable’: cf XXX od διαχέονται. 

ἡ. ἦ (Ὧ) the variation in the MSS. points to the duplication which 
is required by the sense. Possibly δυσπόριστοι 4, adopted by von der 
Muehll, 1s a simpler correction. 

XXVII. The connexion of thought is here much less obvious, and 
as Bignone suggests (Introd., p. 22), 1 18 possible that an aphorism 
has dropped out, of which we may obtain the sense from Ep. in, ὃ 127. 
10 τῶν δ᾽ ἀναγκαίων (ἐπιθυμιῶν) αἱ μὲν πρὸς εὐδαιμονίαν εἰσὶν ἀναγκαῖαι, 
al δὲ πρὸς τὴν τοῦ σώματος ἀοχλησίαν, at δὲ πρὸς αὐτὸ τὸ ζῆν. On the 
other hand, a good Epicurean could supply the links. Some pleasures 
are unnecessary, some are necessary. of the necessary some are 
requisite for happiness, and of all those friendship is easily the most 
important. Friendship always played a large part both in the teaching 
and the practice of Epicurus. Just as love was condemned by 
Epicurean ethics as bemg an ‘unnecessary’ pleasure mvolving pain, 
so friendship is always extolled as helping to fill a want, but not 
causing excessive feeling. We may notice that there is'no altruistic 
element in it at all: it 1s only to complete one’s own pleasure that one 
acquires a friend. So Cicero (de Fin. u. 26. 82) quotes Epicurus as 
saying that ‘ fmendship cannot be divorced from pleasure and is to be 
cultivated for pleasure’s sake’. 

9. ὧν. As Cicero in translating this aphorism (de Fix. i. 20 65) says 
omnium rerum quas... Usener suggests that we should read ὅσων: 
but the rendering is natural m Latin as in English. 

παρασκευάζεται probably in a real middle sense:,‘ provides for 
itself’, ‘ acquires’. 
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ὅλου, ‘the whole course of life’, or possibly in the technical sense of 
παντελής in XX and XXI. 

XXVIII continues the subject of friendship but is obscure, as it 
introduces an unexpected connexion of thought. It takes us right 
back to the ideas of the rerpaddpuanos. The thought that ‘death is 
nothing to us’ (II) assures us that there 1s no everlasting pain m 
a future life, and the knowledge that acute pain 1s of short duration 
(IV) gives us confidence as regards the pains of this hfe. Now this 
conviction has an importance for our view of friendship. Fnendship 
is both a requisite for happiness and also one of the best means of 
securing ἀσφάλεια ἐξ ἀνθρώπων, for our friends will protect us against 
attack. Now if they had a fear of death or of the long duration of 
pains which they might suffer as the result of their efforts on our behalf, 
they might be unwilling to risk danger on our behalf—as 1t is, having 
nothing to fear, they will not refuse The thought 1s a little far-fetched 
and almost cynical in its selfishness, but not inconsistent with the general 
Epicurean position about fnendship, and 1s an interesting instance of 
the way in which Eprcurus endeavours to link together different parts of 
his theory The aphorism must be compared with the free translation 
of itm Cic. de 215. τ. 20, 68 ‘eadem sententuia confirmavit animum, ne 
quod aut sempiternum aut diuturnum timeret malum, quae perspexit 
in hoc 1pso vitae spatio amicitiae praesidium esse firmissimum ἡ, 

12, αἰώνιον, ‘everlasting ’, in the Hellenistic sense. cf τοῦ αἰῶνος (XX) 

ἐν αὐτοῖς τοῖς ὡρισμένοις probably, as Bignone takes it, ‘in the 
hmited evils of this hfe’, as opposed to αἰώνιον δεινόν It may perhaps 
be more general ‘1n the present hmuited existence ’, 

13 ἀσφάλειαν φιλίας οἴ. Cic. (loc. cit.) pracssdium amucitrae, ‘the 
protection which 15 secured by fnendship’. The expression 1s a httle 
odd, but not mmpossible for Epicurus, and it is clear that Cicero read 
φιλίας. Usener would emend to φιλίαις, which might make the con- 
struction easier, ‘sees the protection. . perfected by means of friend- 
ship’, but the plural 15 strange. So Madvig’s ‘ vir doctus’ read φιλίᾳ, 
which 1s adopted by von der Muehil, but the alteration 1s unnecessary. 

κατεῖδε : the MSS. agree on κατεῖναι, but it 15 impossible to construe 
it, and Cicero’s perspex:f seems to make Madvig’s correction certain, 

§ 149. XXIX. After the digression on friendship Epicurus returns 
to the classification of desires which was started in XXVI. There he 
had taken ἰδὲ broad division of necessary and unnecessary desires. 
Here he makes a more elaborate division into three classes, The 
division is closely supported mn Ep. m, ὃ 127, and by Sews. Vat, xx 
(from which Bignone corrects the text) and Diog. Oen. 7 hh. Com- 
pare also Cic. de Fin. i. 13. 45. 

The meaning 18 best illustrated by the schohum on this aphorism 
(see app. cnt.): ‘Epicurus regards as natural and necessary desires 
those which put an end to pam, as for instance drink in the case 
of thirst: natural and not necessary are those which merely vary the 
pleasure but do not remove pain, as for instance expensive foods: 
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neither natural nor necessary are for instance crowns and the setting 
up of statues ’. 

1. It is obvious that there is a lacuna in the MSS. caused by the 
repetition of φυσικαί, and the correction of Stephanus, adopted by 
Usener, would give the required sense satisfactorily. But the quotations 
of the aphorism in Sent. Vas. xx and Diog. Oen. /7. li, have enabled 
Bignone to make a slightly more elaborate correction, which may now 
however be regarded as certain. 

3- παρὰ κενὴν δόξαν : cf XV ὁ δὲ τῶν κενῶν δοξῶν (πλοῦτος) εἰς ἄπειρον 
ἐκπίπτει. He means not merely ‘ false opinion’ but, having as usual the 
image-notion of thought, ‘idle fancies , A mental picture of some object, 
which does not really contribute to pleasure, causes us to desire it. 

XXX This aphorism seems at first sight to be almost a duplicate 
of XXVI, but there are two points which distinguish it. In the first 
place, as Bignone has pointed out (Introd, p. 23), whereas XXVI 
deait with all unnecessary desires, this deals only with those that are 
physical and unnecessary, the second class in XXIX. Secondly, 
Epicurus is here dealing with a special class of desires, In XXVI he 
pointed out that all unnecessary desires are due to idle imaginings, 
which fade away when the object is found to be unobtainable or 
harmful. But here he has in mind the case where the effect 1s violent 
and prolonged: there is little doubt, I think, that he 1s thinking of the 
passion of love. Nevertheless, even here the same explanation 15 true’ 
the desire arises from a baseless mental image, and it is prolonged 
owing to the maintenance of that image in the man’s mind and not 
owing to anything in the nature of the desire, 

4. τῶν φυσικῶν ἐπιθυμιῶν. Usener suggests the insertion of μέν : it 
would be an improvement but 1s not essenual 

6. σύντονος, ‘intense’, used Of ἐπιθυμία also in Plat. Legg. 734 ἃ. 

ἡ. οὐ διαχέονται, ‘are not dissolved’. cf. XXVI εὐδιάχυτον. This 
clause adds to the notion of intensity that of prolongation, 

§ 150. From XXXI-XXXVIII follow a series of aphorisms on the 
subject of justice, and of the Epicurean philosopher’s relation to the 
laws of the community. 

XXXI lays down clearly Epicurus’ position. There is a kind of 
justice, which is in accordance with nature, that 1s, contnbutes directly 
to pleasure. To obtain pleasure we need ‘ protection from men’ : and 
this we may partly attain by making a compact between Ourselves and 
other men that if they will refrain from hurting us, we will not hurt them. 
Justice then is ‘a pledge of mutual] advantage’. The idea 1s developed 
τῷ the following aphorisms and is reproduced in Lucr. v. ro1g-1o0z0. 

tunc et amicitiem coeperunt iungere aventes 

finitimi mter se nec laedere nec violani. 
Critics have always seen in this theory of Epicurus an anticipation 
of Hobbes’ idea of the ‘social contract ’. 

1. τὸ τῆς φύσεως δίκαιον, ‘the justice which arises from nature’, 
ie. contributes to the natural end of pleasure. For the form of the 
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phrase cf. XXV τὸ τέλος τῆς φύσεως and more particularly XV ὁ τῆς 
φύσεως πλοῦτος. Epicurus implies of course that any kind of justice 
which does not contribute to ἀσφάλεια and so to ἀταραξία and 50 to 
pleasure is not natural and may be rejecied. 

σύμβολον τοῦ συμφέροντος, ‘a pledge of mutual advantage’: the 
compact lo act justly guarantees the advantage of both parlies. Cf. 
συνθήκας in XXXII and in XXXVI again ocupgépov γάρ τι ἦν. 
Bignone following Philippson (Arch. Δ Gesch. der Philosophie, 1910, 
pp. 291 ff.) would translate ‘symbol ’, ‘expression (Ausdruck)’, pointing 
out that Epicurus held that there was actually such a thing as natural 
justice, and that it was the ‘ outward sign’ of mutual advantage. But 
συνθήκας In XXXII and Lucretius’ phraseology seem 10 be against 
this, and the passages which Bignone adduces are not decisive for 
either version. 

XXXII 1s a deduction from the general idea of justice expounded in 
XXXI. Apart from the compact to refrain from mulual molesiation, 
justice does not exisi at all: no action, save in this sense, 1s ‘naturally’ 
just or unjust. Justice and injustice therefore do not exist for the 
animals, who from the nature of the case cannot make such a compact, 
nor (85 against the Pythagorean view, as Bignone points out) between 
men and animals, nor for such nations as either from their weakness 
are unable or from their savagery are unwilling to make tt. 

8. ὅσα τῶν ζῴων μὴ ἐδύνατο. ." that 15, all animals except men. 

4. ἄλληλα. With some hesitation I accept Gassendi’s emendation. 
The majority of the MSS. have ἀλλὰ, which Usener emends τὸ ἄλλα, 
but the variation of the other MSS and especially the indication of 
some letters lost in P point to some other word, and ἄλληλα is strongly 
demanded by the parallel of ἀλλήλους in XXXII. 

5 iv: the imperfect as Philippson suggests (Archiv fiir Gesch. der 
Phil. xvi, p. 298) looks to the time of the formation of primitive com- 
munities 

6. ἢ ph ἐβούλετο in the case of nations is of course a necessary 
addition. 

XXXIII at first sight seems to add little to what has already been 
said, except that its statement that justice does not exist in itself might 
be taken on a superficial view 10 be a contradiction of the statement in 
XXXI as to ‘natural’ justice. Its :mporlance hes, as Bignone points 
out, in its pofemical significance: 11 is direcled against those who 
regarded justice as a ‘metaphysical entity’ (καθ᾽ αὑτό) independent of 
the social relations of men, such as the P)thagoreans, Plato with his 
conception of the ‘idea’ of justice, and the Stoics who regarded the 
moral qualities as having ἃ corporeal existence. For Epicurus Justice 
like the other virtues was a συμβεβηκός, ‘an accident’, relative to the 
actions of men: see Ep. i, § 40, 68-73 and Lucr.1. 455 ff. There- 
fore, although it is a ‘ natural’ good, 11 can only be realized in social 
relations and has no existence ‘in itself’. There is no difficulty in 
text or expression. 

3:91 Aa 
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9. καθ᾽ ὁπηλίκους δή ποτε ἀεὶ τόπους is important. There is no 
universal jusuce, but it arises naturally as ἃ συμφέρον in different places, 
and may thus vary in its content. 

§ 151. XXXIV is the complement of the preceding proposition, and 
one of Epicurus’ most relentless logical deductione from his premises. If 
justice has no meaning apart from the contract for ἀσφάλεια, neither 
has injustice. Each man is concerned only with his own pleasure, 
and that may ofien be promoted by an act of injustice: but for the 
preservation of the contract society has appointed certain officials to 
punish acts of encroachment, and the fear that he may be caught and 
punished by them may be so disquieting to the offender as to make his 
action—purely from the point of view of his own pleasure—a bad 
thing for him. The theory 1s completely cynical and perfectly con- 
sistent with the whole Epicurean theory, but it must not be understood 
to mean that fear 13 the on/y motive for just action in Epicurus’ eyes: 
he is here stressing one side. 

2. εἰ ph λήσει after ὑποψίαν, almost dependent in sense, 

XXXV is an amplification of the latter part of XXXIV. The fear 
of detection must always be disquieting even to the most ingenious 
wrongdoer, for no man can have perfect confidence that he will not be 
detected. A thousand escapes give a man no secunty that he will not 
be taken before his death. The general idea is vouched for in many 
Epicurean references, e.g XVII ὁ δ᾽ ἄδικος πλείστης ταραχῆς γέμων, 
Clem. Alex. Strom. iv. 22 (ὕβεπεν /r. 582) πίστιν γὰρ λαβεῖν περὶ τοῦ 
λαθεῖν οὐ δύνασθαι, Lucr. in. 1014 ff. 

4. ποιοῦντα : the reading of the MSS. can well be kept, ὧν being 
constructed directly after λάθρᾳ, lit. ‘doing anything in secretion from 
what they contracted’, Usener’s alteration to κινοῦντα 15 gratuitous. 

5. πιστεύειν has of course the emphasis of the sentence: ‘he may 
escape detection, but he can’t trust to domg so’. Cf. Seneca, Ef. 
97. 13 ‘latendi etramsi felicitatem habent, fiduciam non habent’. 

6. ἐπί seems a necessary correction of the MSS. ἀπό or ὑπό, and the 
divergence points to some uncertainty. 

7. καταστροφῆς, ‘death’: cf κατέστρεφεν, XX, ἃς. μέχρι... . κατα- 
στροφῆς goes with ἄδηλον and not, as Bignone apparently takes it, with 
λήσει. You cannot tell until the moment of death whether he will 
finally escape. It 18 like Solon’s ‘ Call no man happy, until he 1s dead ’. 

XXXVI introduces a new point. Though justice 1 its definition 
and general character 1s universally the same, the advantage gained by 
this mutual compact, yet if we consider individual actions, we see that 
the same action may be just in one country, or at one time or under 
certain circumstances, and not in others: no particular action is 
universally and always just. 

The varieties of the codes of justice and its variability in character 
according to circumstance was of course a commonplace of Greek 
philosophers, and a fruitful cause of moral scepticism. Epicurus here 
states it from his own point of view. 
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8. (τὸν : a necessary addition made by Gassendi. 

9. κατὰ δὲ τὸ ἴδιον χώρας : a strange expression; ‘in reference to 
the individuality of country’. 

10. ὅσων δή wore αἰτίων: ¢.g. at different times, in relation to 
different persons, &c. 

§152. XXXVII is a considerable amplification of the idea of the 
variability of justice expressed in the last aphorism. The first clause 
insists emphatically that the supreme test of a just action 18 that it 
should contribute to ‘advantage’ m the sense m which Epicurus 
understands it of the Social Contract: that it should be just in some 
circumstances and not in others 1s of no moment. In the second 
clause he explains that mere ordinance by law does not make actions 
just: indeed, an enactment ts unjust, if it does not contribute to 
‘advantage’. Lastly, he asserts that the justice or injustice of a parti- 
cular action may change, but the action ΙΒ just so long as it 1s sincerely 
held to contnbute to ‘advantage’, even though subsequently it becomes 
unjust. The sense 1s clear, but the text in several places 1s uncertain. 

1 Td... ἐπιμαρτυρούμενον, ‘that which on examination 1s proved to 
be ...’, the regular Epicurean notion cf. XXIV, and for a fuller 
exposition Ep. i, § 50. We must not be content with a first im- 
pression that an actron is just, for our belief may be due to false 
opinion, but must try it by the test of ‘advantage’, and if it stands that, 
we can know that It is just 

2. τῶν νομισθέντων εἶναι δικαίων 15 excised by Usener as a trile for the 
aphorism which has by mistake crept into the text. But there is no 
parallel case of a title, the words will make good sense as a partitive 
genitive, they are strongly supported by XXXVIII τὰ νομισθέντα 
δίκαια, and greatly help the general idea. There are many actions 
‘customarily regarded as just’ or ‘sanctioned as just by law’ 
νόμος), but to each of these must be applied the test of ‘ advantage ’. 

he order is unusual, but it 1s difficult to see at what other point the 
genitive could be mserted. Buignone retains the words and Hicks 
imphes their retenuon in his translation. 

3. τὸ τοῦ δικαίου ἐνέχυρον. The text here is very uncertain: the 
MSS. vary between τὸ and τὸν and between εἶναι alone and χώραν 
εἶναι. Usener conjectured τὸν... χαρακτῆρα, ‘it bears the stamp of 
justice ', which would give good sense, but 1s palaeographically very 
remote. If we can suppose that the two words χώραν elvac have been 
transposed, then εἶναι χώραν is not far from ἐνέχυρον and τὸ 18 vouched 
for by F. The sense will then be ‘it has the guarantee of a just 
action’, and for the expression we may compare XL βεβαιότατον 
πίστωμα. 

4. νόμον : a certain correction of the MSS. μόνον. 

6. κἂν μεταπίπτῃ ...,‘evenif the * advantage ” in the matter of justice 
shifts’, i.e. 1t 15 at one time advantageous and so ‘just’ to do a certain 
action, at another not. 

8, πρόληψιν, ‘ general concept’ of justice: i.e. the idea which has 
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been formed in our minds by a series of apprehensions of acts which 
are just: cf. Ep. i, § 37, and notes there. We may remark the 
materialistic form of the phrase εἰς τὴν πρόληψιν ἐναρμόττῃ, as a coin 
might ‘ fit in’ to the mould from which it was mmpressed. 

9. φωναῖς κεναῖς, ‘sounds without content’, 1.6. words which have 
no real meaning, as would the word ‘just’ if apphed by mere associa- 
tion to an action which had seemed to lead to ‘advantage’: cf. Ep. 
i, § 37. 10 κενοὺς φθόγγους. 

ἀλλ᾽ εἰς τὰ is Usener’s correction for the MSS. ἀλλὰ πλεῖστα, ἃ rr 
being regarded as a dittography of ἀλλ᾽: it may be however that the 
letters really represent ἁπλῶς as Kochalsky has conjectured. 

§ 153. XXXVIII 1s an elaboration of the 1dea of the two last 
clauses of the preceding aphonsm and adds little that 1s new. Actions 
regarded as just are not just, if in practice they turn out not to be of 
advantage . actions which are 1eally just may, by a change of circum- 
stance, become unjust. Even Bignone, who is concerned to main- 
tain the genuineness of all the aphorisms and the correctness of their 
older, 1s ready to agree with Usener that this 1s a ‘duplicate’ of 
XXXVII, and suggests that 1t was either wntten as an alternative by 
Epicurus or inserted here from some other work as an illustration, 
which subsequently became incorporated τῇ the text. 

I. καινῶν, both here and in |. 4, 1s a certain restoration for the MSS. 
κενῶν : [5 κοινῶν here, and still more B’s καὶ τῶν in |. 4, strongly 
support the change. 

2. ἐναρμόττοντα : the MSS. have only ἁρμόττοντα, but evapporry in 
XXXVI makes Usener’s correction almost necessary. 

3. ἐπ᾿ αὐτῶν τῶν ἄργων, ‘in actual practice’, as opposed to the 
theoretic assumptions of the makers of laws or onginators of customs. 

δ. ἐνταῦθα δέ: a rather curious case of “ δέ in apodosi’: it has, how- 
ever, considerably better MS. authority than δή. 


τότε μὲν ἣν, . - ὕστερον δ᾽ οὐκ ἦν. In the first clause the imperfects 
geem to be real past tenses, in the second inferential as usual in the 
aphorisms. 


§ 164. XXXIX. An obscure aphorism with a very uncertain text. 
It returns from the special topic of justice to the wider subjects of 
immunity from external interference and fmendship (cf. VI, VII, 
XXVII, XXVUHI, XXXI1, and in particular XIV). The general 
idea is not very difficult: the wise man must first grapple with the 
element in external things which militates against ἀταραξία, then he 
must win over to his side (ὁμόφυλα) things which are akin to him 
Ep. in, § 124. 4 ταῖς γὰρ ἰδίαις οἰκειούμενοι διὰ παντὸς ἀρεταῖς τοὺς 
μοίους ἀποδέχονται) : others, if he cannot have with him, he must at 
any rate not allow to be ahen to him (οὐκ ἀλλόφυλά ye). But 
supposing it is impossible with some things to secure even this, then 
he must keep clear of them altogether either by refusing to have deal- 
ings with them himself (ἀνεπέμικτος), or by driving them beyond the 
borders of his life (¢€wpicarc). All through the neuter really implies 
persons: cf. I τὸ paxdpiov καὶ ἄφθαρτον. 
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For the general idea which is implied of a sort of league of 
Epicurean wise men against the world we may compare XL and Cte. 
de Fin. 1. 20.70 ‘sunt autem qu dicant foedus esse quoddam sapientium, 
ut ne minus amicos quam se ipsos diligant’. 

1. τὸ μὴ θαρροῦν. . . συστησάμενος is the reading of the MSS. 
Usener despatrs of it, and suggests in his notes that we must either 
tread συστειλάμενος (presumably ‘the man who best contracts (or 
‘narrows ’) the element of disquiet’), or τὸ μὲν θαρροῦν. . . συστησά- 
μενος (‘the man who has best organized :mmunnity ’), supposing that a 
corresponding δέ clause has dropped out. But it 15, I think, possible 
to retain the MS. text not, as Bignone takes τὸ, ‘the man who 15 best 
able to confront’ (@fronéare), but rather ‘ the man who 1s best able to 
order (or control) the element of disquiet’. For this use of συνίστασθαι 
we may compare its military use with such words as πόλεμον, κίνδυνον, 
ἐπιβολήν, &c., while the participial τὸ μὴ θαρροῦν will be hke τὸ ἀλγοῦν 
in 1V and τὸ φοβούμενον in ΧΙ]. 

2. ὁμόφυλα κατεσκευάσατο, ‘made akin to himself’, ht. ‘made mem- 
bers of his own tribe’: the metaphor ts political, though the reference 
of the aphorism 1s not political, but quite general. Hicks translates 
‘made mto one nation all the folk capable of uniting together’, an 
incredible action on the part of an Epicurean philosopher | 

4. ἀνεπίμικτος, ‘without imtercourse with’: so Bios ἀνεπίμικτος 
ὁμιλίαις, Plut. 2. 438 ¢. 

καὶ ἐξωρίσατο.. πράττειν a very doubtful and difficult clause. All 
MSS. except one give ἐξηρίσατο, artd the majority ὅσα τοῦτ᾽ ἐλυσιτέλει 
πράττειν. Usener, basing his text on ἐξηρίσατο, B’s τούτω and F's 
λυσιτελῆ, reads ἐξηρέσατο ὅσα τούτων λυσιτελῇ πράττειν, ‘he wins over 
all of them which it 1s profitable to treat thus (for ἐξηρέσατο with acc. 
in this sense cf. Dem. 1396 26 ἂν τοὺς κυρίους ἢ δώροις ἢ δι’ ἄλλης 
ἡστινοσοῦν ὁμιλίας ἐξαρέσηται). But (1) πράττειν by itself will not con- 
strue ; (2) the sense 15 not what ts wanted: thts idea has already been 
expressed in ὁμόφυλα κατεσκευάσατο, and it 1s absurd to say that he 
“wins over’ those whom he cannot even persuade to remain neutral | 
The only possible meaning for this last clause is ‘when he cannot even 
make them neutral, he either withdraws himself from them or expels 
them from his hfe’. This sense can be obtatned τῇ we follow Stephanus 
in reading éfwpicaro, which ts practically the reading of H The 
exact parallel to the meaning will then be found in XIV if we read 
there δυνάμει τινὶ ἐξοριστικῇ, and the idea ts also implied in ἐκ τῶν 
ὁμορούντων in XL. Bignone agrees in reading éfwpicaro. 

ὅσα τοῦτ᾽ ἔλυσιτέλει πράττειν is the text best supported by the MSS., 
‘all whom it was an advantage to treat thus’, τοῦτο πράττειν governing 
the acc. like εὖ ποιεῖν, &c. Bignone reads ὅσα τοῦτο λυσιτελὲς πράττειν, 
and translates ‘in so far as it 1s profitable’, but this appears to me tobe 
an impossible sense for ὅσα. 

XL. A summing up of the best kind of life in a community of true 
Epicureans. Men must first procure immunity from their neighbours : 
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then, as it were in a protected sphere, they may live in perfect security 
and close intimacy with their friends; and if a friend dies first, they 
may mourn their own loss, but not pity him, as they know that death 
is nothing to him, This is a fitting concluston to the Κύριαι Adgas, as 
it puts together many ideas which have previously occurred singly and 
leaves a very attractive picture of an Epicurean society such as must 
have lived in Epicurus’ own ‘ garden ’. 

The text is uncertain in some details. 

6. τὴν ϑύναμιν ἔσχον : because a certain power 18 requisite to estab- 
lish this security from neighbours: cf XIV δυνάμει τινὶ ἐξοριστικῇ 

τοῦ τό 15 a simple and inevitable correction, 

4. τῶν ὁμορούντων, ‘those on the borders of their life’. this is the 
same tdea of a circumscribed field of life as 1s rmphed in ἐξωρίσατο in 
ΧΧΧΙΧ. 

οὗτοι only F, but the οὕτω of the othe: MSS., which Usener keeps, 
can hardly be anything but a mistake. οὗτοι 15 implred in ὅσοι 

8. ἥδιστα +d: Usener’s correction for ἥδιστον τὸν B and other 
variations ; it 1s again required by the sense. 

9. ὡς πρὸς ὄλεον ; the Epicurean may lament his own loss of a 
fnend, but must not pity him: cf. Lucr. m1. 894~g911, a famous 
passage which brings out the idea very clearly. 

10 προκαταστροφήν:: cf. καταστροφῆς XXXV and κατέστρεφεν XX. 
It means surely ‘the decease of a fnend before oneself’, and not, as 
Hicks and Bignone take εἰ, ‘ before his time’, ‘ premature ’. 


FRAGMENTS 


Tue fragments here given are derived from two sources. The first 
is a collection of eighty aphorisms discovered in 1888 by C. Wotke 
ma Vatican MS. (Cod. Vat. gr. 1950) and published by him in 
Wiener Studien, 1888, pp. τοῖ ff., with a critical apparatus containing 
emendations by Usener and Hartel, and supplemented by observations 
by Usener himselfand by Gomperz The MS , which is of the fourteenth 
century, 1s a miscellany containing works of Xenophon, the Zhoughis 
of Marcus Aurehus, Epictetns’ Afanual, and other works. The present 
collection 1s headed ᾿Επικούρου Ἰ]ροσφώνησις (? Προσφωνήσεις, as 
suggested by Weil). Some of the sayings, denoted in the text by 
square brackets, came not from Epicurus but from his disciples, in 
several imstances from Metrodorus, About twenty of them were 
already known, several being quotations from the Κύριαι Δόξαι. The 
rest were probably selected from vatious works of Epicurus, not a few 
of them seeming to be quotations from private letters. Usener 
conjectured that the collection was derived from a florilegium made 
from the letters of Epicurus and his disciples which was used by 
Seneca, the sentences from the Κύριαι Δόξαι being added by the 
compiler, but Bignone ts probably right in thinking that there 1s not 
sufficient ground for any such definite statement 

The collection deals almost wholly with the moral theory of 
Epicurus and adds on many points to our knowledge of the system. 
The sentences containing new matter have been marked, as they were 
in Wotke’s publication, by an asierisk. The text is fairly sound and 
in most places can easily be corrected, but there rematn certain doubtful 
passages. 

The fragments which follow are almost all derived from the great 
collection of Zp~icurea made by Usener, who gathered from writers 
both Greek and Latin all quotations from Epicurus’ words and 
references to his doctrines. Here will only be found passages in 
Greek, which there is good reason to believe are actual quotations of 
the philosopher's words, though possibly in some cases (notably the 
extracts from Porphyrius, ad Afarcellam) slightly paraphrased. I have 
not included fragments in Latin (mainly quotations in Cicero and 
Seneca), even though they are probably often literal translations. 
These fragments have naturally not even so much coherence as those 
in the Vatican collection: they deal with all kinds of subjects, and 
were preserved for all kinds of reasons. Nearly half are extracts 
from personal letters of Epicurus to his disciples, which do not as 
a rule throw much light on his philosophy, but add greatly to the 
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picture ofthe man: we understand more clearly what the ‘ Life’ means 
by his ‘unsurpassed kindness to all’ (§.9). But from the rest we can 
glean much confirmation of his doctrines, mainly on the ethical side, 
and often interesting additions to our knowledge. 

To Usener’s collection have been added a few further fragments 
from the Herculanean rolls and the inscription of Diogenes of Oenoanda, 
incorporated in his translation by Bignone. 


ΙΝ. This sentence is a brief epitome of K. Δ. iv, whch 18 quoted in 
Sentence III. It 18 couched τῷ epigrammatic form and probably 
intended to be committed to memory. 

1. σύντονον : Usener’s emendation 15 certain, σύντομον of the MS. 
being an anticipation of σύντομον immediately following. 

8. ἀβληχρόν. cf Hom. Ji. v. 337. A good instance of Epicurus’ 
use of a poetic word in a short maxim. perhaps it was easier to bear 
in mind. 

VII, This sentence again is an epigrammatic résumé of K. A. xxxv, 
which has just preceded it It occurs again in part in Plut. Confr. Epic. 
Beal. 6. τορος (77. 82) and 1s quoted in a pregnant Latin form by 
Seneca, Zp. 97. 13 ‘potest nocenti contingere ut lateat, latend: fides 
non potest ’. 

IX. Quoted by Seneca, Zp. 12. 10 (Usener_/r. 487) ‘malum est in 
necessitate vivere, sed in necessitate vivere necessitas nulla est’. Hartel 
on the ground of Seneca’s form of the maxim would read κακὸν ζῆν ἐν 
ἀνάγκῃ, but this is unnecessary, and Usener points out that Epicurus’ 
model was probably the famous lines κακὸν γυναῖκες, ἀλλ᾽ ὅμως, ὦ 
δημόται, οὐκ ἔστιν οἰκεῖν οἰκίαν ἄνευ xaxod. The epigramniatic form is 
again prominent. For the idea compare K, A xvi: the wise ΙΔ can 
80 regulate his life that he 1s little affected by circumstance, and at the 
worst he can put an end to his life. Bignone notes that this sentence 
by implication contradicts the popular notion that Epicurus forbade 
suicide, 

ΣΧ. This sentence 1s quoted with some variations as from Metro- 
dorus by Clement of Alexandria (Strom. v. 138), and is included in the 
collections of Metrodorus’ fragments (3, p. 43, Duen.: 37 Korte). 
Bignone notes that the most interesting variation is the inclusion of the 
vocative Mevéorpare, which shows that the quotation cofres from a 
private letter. For the general idea we may compare Lucretius’ 
description (i. 62 ff.) of the life and work of Epicurus. The quotation 
is from Hom. 77. i. 70. 

XI. There 1s no close parallel to this sentence, but it is obviously a 
striking contrast with the life of the Epicurean philosopher, for whom 
both rest and activity are a part of his drapagia. 

XIV. This aphonsm occurs also in the collection of Stobaeus ( F/orei. 
xvi. 28) and is quoted by Plutarch (Contr. Zptc. Beat. 27, Ὁ. 1104 8). 
It would appear to come from a private letter addressed to some one 
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who was delaying to make a full study of Epicureanism. The idea, as 
Bignone notes, occurs in Hor. Od.i. 11.8 ‘carpe diem quam minimum 
credula postero’. 

2. κύριος may be supplied with certainty from Stobaeus. 

3. τὸ χαῖρον : Stobaeus has τὸν καιρόν. The variation 15 suspicious, 
but our text here may well be right, as Epicurus 1s particularly fond of 
these participial substantives and the sense 1s good. Epicurus’ corre- 
spondent is postponing the true pleasure of philosophy. 

XV. Both the text and the exact meaning of the aphorism are 
doubtful. Wotke on Usener’s suggestion read it thus: ἤθη ὥσπερ τὰ 
ἡμῶν αὐτῶν ἴδια τιμώμενα" ἄν τε χρηστὰ ἔχωμεν, καὶ ὑπὸ τῶν ἀνθρώπων 
ζηλούμεθα" ἄν τε μή, οὕτω χρῆσις καὶ τῶν πέλας, ἂν ἐπιεικεῖς ὦσιν, which 
he would presumably render, ‘ Our characters are esteemed as our own 
possessions. if they are good, then we are envied by men; if not, we 
shall find our neighbours ill-disposed as weil, if they are just’, 1.e. men 
will judge us and behave to us, as they find us. This was objected to 
by subsequent critics: the expression 1s jerky and the sentiment not 
particularly Epicurean: moreover, the participle τιμώμενα is awkward, 
and still more so Usener’s χρῆσις for the MS. χρή. 

I have followed the restoration of Bignone, based on conjectures of 
Wilamowuz and Weil. He notes that the idea is then closely parallel 
to the argument in Hor. Sa/.1. 3. ‘among friends allowances must be 
made for idiosyncrasies of character’, and points out that it bears clear 
marks of Epicurean ongin The notion that certain characteristics 
remain particular to individuals in spite of philosophic teaching is 
brought out in Lucr. πὶ. 310 ff., and the general conception of mutual 
indulgence among friends frequently recurs. 

1. τιμῶμεν of the MS. should certainly be retained: indeed τιμώμενα 
can hardly be construed unless the fragment 15 regarded as part of 
a longer sentence. 

dy re χρηστὰ. ἄν re μή gO more naturally together with Bignone’s 
punctuation than as Wotke arranged them with ἄν re μή introducing 
a new clause. 

2. ζηλώμεθα is a slight change for ζηλούμεθα, a second subjunctive 
frequently becoming corrupted in a dependent clause. Weil’s ζηλούμενα 
1s a less satisfactory correction. 

3. (rd) 18 an easy addition. 

ἐπιεικεῖς “must be taken in the sense of ‘ indulgent’, ‘ well- 
disposed’, which τ has not infrequently, e.g. Thuc. ni. 40. 3 καὶ ἡ 
ἐπιείκεια πρὸς Tous μέλλοντας ἐπιτηδείους... ἔσεσθαι . . δίδοται. 

If our friends are indulgent το us, we must behave similarly to them. 

XVI. Another rather doubtful aphorism in which I have again 
followed the reading of Bignone, which involves only two slight 
changes, βλέπων (Wotke) for βλέπτων (an obvious error) and ἀγαθῷ 
for ἀγαθῶς The reference then is to the ordinary man, and the idea 
is a commonplace of Greek philosophy after Socrates: no man 
dehberately chooses evil, but only when he 18 allured to it as good 
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compared with what seems a greater evil. It is not easy to find an 
exact parallel to the idea in Epicurus, though Bignone compares 
K. A. xxv and /r. 38, but the commonplace may well have been 
introduced in a letter and selected rather injudiciously by the compiler. 

Usener quite unnecessarily altered the second part of the clause, 
ἀλλὰ δελεασθεὶς ὡς ἀγαθὸν προσὸν μεῖζον ἂν τοῦ κακοῦ ἐθηρεύθη, and 
took it to refer to the dehberate choice by the Epicurean phuosopher 
of a good which involves evil but surpasses it. This 18 good 
Epicureanism, but as Bignone points out, both δελεασθείς and ἐθηρεύθη 
are against it: to this may be added that οὐδεὶς makes the general 
reference clear. 

Crénert’s πρός τι μεῖζον for πρὸς τὸ μεῖζον 15 unnecessary : it 18 she 
evil which seems greater on each occasion. 

XVI. A characteristic aphorism on the blessings of old age, for 
which Bignone well compares the exordium of the letter to 
Menoeceus (ὃ 122). The young man is still tossed about by uncer- 
tainty and constantly changes his course, but the old man has reached 
harbour and, if he has lived well, can look back in thankful memory on 
the blessings he has received. 

2. νέος (ἂν) ἀκμῇ: the MS has νέος ἀκμῇ which Usener altered 
to évros ἀκμῆς, but there 1s an elaborate parallelism between the two 
clauses and 6 δὲ γέρων demands ὃ νέος Similarly ἐν λιμένι τῷ γήρᾳ 
suggests ἐν ἀκμῇ which gives a natural construction. Bignone, seeing 
the parallelism, wrote νέος ἀκμῇ, but the dative alone 1s unnatural, as 
is Cronert’s νέος ἀκμήν. 

πολύς: Haitel unnecessanly altered to πολλά. Not only the 
construction, but the metaphors are parallel] the young man 1s a 
wandering stream, the old man has reached harbour. πολὺς πλάζεται 
is therefore lke the familar πολὺς ῥεῖ. For πλάζεται, used in this 
sense of a stream, cf. Hom. JZ/. xvn. 750 ῥόον πεδίονδε τίθησι | πλάξων. 

5. χάριτι of the MS. 1s certainly nght and 1s used in Epicurus’ sense 
of ‘grateful recollection’: cf. £p. ad Men. § 122.7 ὅπως γηράσκων 
vedLy τοῖς ἀγαθοῖς διὰ τὴν χάριν τῶν γεγονότων and LV τῇ τῶν ἅπολ- 
λυμένων χάριτι. Hartel’s χάρακι 18 a clumsy completion of the 
metaphor which really loses the point of the aphorism. Memory plays 
a considerable part in the Epicurean conception of pleasure‘ cf. 
K. A. ix. 

XVIII. This is probably not a general maxim, but, as Usener 
thought, an extract from a personal letter to a friend, who had fallen 
m love. For the general attutude of Epicurus towards love, which he 
regarded as a violent disturbance of ἀταραξία, see Lucr. 1v. 1058 ff. 

XIX. Bignone has nghtly seen that this aphorism refers again to 
the importance of memory m the Epicurean conception of happiness. 
The philosopher, remembering the joys of the past, can renew his 
youth daily (cf. Zp. ed Aen. § 122), or rather remains continually 
young: but the man who is ever seeking new pleasures and 1s disap- 
pointed is plunged at once into the gloom Of old age. ᾿ 
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1. τήμερον may therefore probably be retained in an emphatic and 
picturesque sense, though Usener’s αὐθημερόν would be the more 
conventional way of expressing the meaning. Gomperz’s τὴν (τὴμ) 
φρόνησιν misses the point. 

XX 1s important as it restores the right text of K. A. χχιχ see 
notes there. 

ΧΧΙ. For the idea see Zp. ad Men, §§ 127 ff. and Καὶ Δ xxvi, xxix. 

1. πεισόμεθα : the MS. has πείσομεν, which Wotke accepts and 
Bignone translates ‘we shall obey’. But this meaning is impossible 
except in the middle, and we cannot render ‘ we shall persuade’ It 
therefore seems necessary to read πεισόμεθα. 

2. τάς (τ᾽, Wotke’s addition, seems inevitable 

XXIII. The notion 15 exactly that of V2t Ep. § 120 καὶ τὴν φιλίαν 
διὰ τὰς χρείας... συνίστασθαι δὲ αὐτὴν κατὰ κοινωνίαν ἐν τοῖς ταῖς 
ἡδοναῖς ἐκπεπληρωμένοις. Compare alsoK Δ xxvit Friendship starts 
from need, but τὲ becomes a good in itself. 

1 αἱρετή, Usener, 1s a necessary correction of ἀρετή 

XXIV This aphorism 1s interesting as being the only one τῇ the 
collection which is not strictly ethical. For the doctrine of the εἴδωλα 
see Lp ad Hat. ὃδ 46, 49, and for the simulacra as the origin of 
dreams Lucr. iv 962 ff For Epicurus’ opposition to divination see 
Vit. Ep. § 135. 

XXV. This aphonsm appears in Seneca, 2p. 4 10 (Usener 477) 
‘magnae diviuae sunt lege naturae composita paupertas ’, and 1s echoed 
in Lucr. vy. rsrg—1119: 


quod si quis vera vitam ratione gubernet, 
divitiae grandes homini sunt vivere parce 
aequo animo; neque enim est umquam pelunia parvi. 


Compare also K. A. xv and /r 45 (Usener 202). 

XXVI. This 1s probably an extract from a private letter and refers 
to the philosopher's own works. 

XXVII. An ingenious claim for the supenorty of philosophy over 
other pursuits, which brings out its close connexion with the Epicurean 
ideal of pleasure. Bignone compares Diog. Oen 7, xxvi for the 
general idea of pleasures, in which the action and enjoyment are 
simultaneous. 

3 ἅμα :" μετά (Νὴ must be a mere mistake, a repetition οἵ μετά 
above. 

XXVIII. Friendship is not always acquired in the same way it 18 
sometimes fast sometimes slow in the making, but we must msk much 
for it. A charactenstic saying, to which we have no close parallel. 
At the end the MS. has παρακινδυνεῦσαι χάριν χάριν φιλίας, which 
von der Muehil retains- ‘ We must msk acts of kindness for the sake 
of fnendship ’- but the repetition 1s probably a mistake. 

XXIX. Epicurus’ claim to onginalhty and his scorn for popular 
acclamation, 
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I. φυσιολογῶν χρησμωδεῖν is an ingenious correction of Usener’s for 
an obvious corruption and may be taken as certamn. For the idea of 
the philosopher as an oracle compare Lucr. v. 110 ff.: 


qua prius aggrediar quam de re fundere fata 
sanctius et multo certa ratione magis quam 
Pythia quae tmpode a Phoebi lauroque profatur. 


Bignone also refers to Cicero’s ironical allusion in WV. D. i. 66 ‘haec 
ego nunc physicorum oracula fundo’ Von der Muehll adopts Crénert’s 
correction φυσιολόγῳ, which I do not understand: 18 it to be taken 
with παρρησίᾳ ὃ 

XXX This fragment is attributed to Metrodorus by Stobaeus, 
Flor. xvi. 20. As quoted by him in a fuller form, with the words ὡς 
βιωσόμενοι μετὰ τὸ λεγόμενον ζῆν after τὰ πρὸς τὸν βίον, it clearly refers 
to the preparations for a contmued hife after death, and Bignone there- 
fore believes that it 1s directed against the Orphics, In that case τὸ 
τῆς γενέσεως φάρμακον will be an ironic reference to the draught of the 
waters of Lethe taken by souls before they enter this hfe. As the 
fragment stands here it might equally well be taken to mean that men 
act as though this life would continue for ever. 

XXXII. This aphonsm is attributed to Epicurus by the Pans 
Gnomologium (Usener, /7. 339), but to Metrodorus by Stobaeus, 
Filortl. exvin. 33. Usener in hts notes on the Vatican collection 18 
inclined to give it to Metrodorus, as does Bignone on the ground of 
1ts metaphorical expression, For the Epicurean idea of ἀσφάλεια see 
K. Δ. vn, xiii, xiv. 

XXXII. The text of this sentence is corrupted in the MS. 
Usener’s ἀγαθὸν μέγα for ἀγαθῶν μετά may be accepted, and similarly 
in all probability his correction σεβασμός for σεβαστός. Bignone, 
comparing /r. 31, where Epicurus, addressing Colotes who had fallen 
down and worshipped him, says as σεβομένῳ γάρ σοι τὰ τότε ὑφ᾽ ἡμῶν 
λεγόμενα, would read σεβαστὸς λόγος, but the parallel 1s not very close, 
and the present quotation is clearly more of a general aphorism. 
Usener would also change τῶν σεβομένων to τῷ σεβομένῳ, but though 
the dative would be more usual, the alteration is not imperative. The 
idea is interesting, that the veneration of a sage is really a blessing to 
his worshippers rather than to himself. 

XXXII. Protection from hunger, thirst, and cold are the necessary 
ee bao desires, and a man who satisfies these may have perfect 

appiness equal to that of the gods. The first part of the aphorism 
is quoted again by Porphynus (/7. 44) and may be compared with 
Lucr. ii. 16 ff. The second part reappears in several forms, the closest 
of which is that in Aelian, Var. Hist, iv. 13 (Usener, /r. 602) ὃ αὐτὸς 
ἔλεγεν ἑτοίμως ἔχειν καὶ τῷ Adi ὑπὲρ εὐδαιμονίας διαγωνίζεσθαι μᾶξαν 
ἔχων καὶ ὕδωρ. From this quotation we may with certainty restore Διί 
to the text. We may also compare the conclusion of the letter to 
Menoeceus (ὃ 135). 
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XXXIV. A subtle observation on fnendship to which there is no 
exact parallel, though the idea in K A. xxvu, that friendship provides 
ἀσφάλεια comes near to it. I cannot think of any very satisfactory 
way of retaining in English the double meaning of χρείαν... χρείας ; 
Usener ingemously translates ‘ Nicht, dass wir sie brauchen, brauchen 
wir von den Freunden’, 

XXXV. An ingenious argument for Epicurean contentment. We 
may compare Zp. ad Men § 127. 5 μνημονεντέον δὲ ὡς τὸ μέλλον οὔτε 
ἡμέτερον οὔτε πάντως οὐχ ἡμέτερον, ἵνα μήτε πάντως προσμένωμεν ὡς 
ἐσόμενον μήτε ἀπελπίζωμεν ὡς πάντως οὐχ ἐσόμενον Seneca, Lp. 15. 10 
also suggests 1t, and Bignone traces the same idea in Hor. Saé. τὶ. 6, 
zat, Compare also Lucretius’ phrase of the discontented man (in, 
957) ‘semper aves quod abest, praesentza temnis’. 

2. τῶν εὐκταίων, ‘among the things to be prayed for’, not of course 
that Epicurus believed in prayer for blessings: the word 15 conven- 
tional, and to Epicurus would mean ‘to be hoped for’. 

XXXVI. This fragment clearly cannot be attributed to Epicurus 
himself. Usener would assign it to Hermarchus, his successor as 
head of the school. 

2. αὐταρκεΐας : Bignone notices the two sides of tlus word ‘internal 
contentment’ arising from self-sufficiency, and also ‘self-control ’, 
‘independence of desires’ It 1s perhaps sigmificant that it 1s the 
word chosen by the Stoics to express their moral ideal: Epicurus fully 
satisfied the Stoic standard, 

XXXVI. An Epicurean paradox [ΙΓ pleasuie 1s the end of hfe, 
then the natural inclination to it 1s a source of strength 

XXXVIIL Though Epicurus did not forbid suicide (cf/r. IX), he had 
some contempt for τ cf Seneca, Zp. 24. 23 (Usener 498) and V4. 
£p ὃ 119° also Lucr. im. 79 ff. 

I μικρός 1g probably nght, and Usener’s emendation to oixrpds 
really weakens the sense Bignone suggests that 1f any correction 1s 
needed, we should read μικρόψυχος. 

XXXIX. Another subtie observation on friendship which we may 
compare with XXIII, XXVIII, and XXXIV. The expression 1s a 
httle obscure 

2. συνάπτων sc. THY χρείαν τῇ φιλίᾳ. To Epicurus (cf. XXIV) 
χρεία 1S an essential element in friendship. 

καπηλεύει TH χάριτι τὴν ἀμοιβήν, ‘takes the retuin of favours in the 
place of kindly feeling’. 

3. Thy περὶ τοῦ μέλλοντος εὐελπιστίαν : what 1s described in KXXIV 
as ἡ πίστις ἡ περὶ τῆς χρείας. 

XL. A clever argument of Epicurus, who stoutly maintamed free 
will, against Democritus, who held that necessity was supreme, 
Bignone compares a fragment of the repi φύσεως pubhshed by Gomperz 
in Wiener Studien, 1879, where it 1s argued that you cannot persuade 
any one else of error, unless free will is admitted: for if necessity 
is supreme, you cannot be sure that you have always the necessity of 
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reasoning right and your opponent of reasoning wrongly. We may 
compare the parallel argument as to scepticism in Lucr. iv. 469 f. : 
denique nil sciti si quis putat, 1d quoque nescit 
an sciri possir, quoniam ni scire fatetur. 

2. Usener quite arbitrarily added the word γέλων to the end of this 
aphorism, deriving it from γελᾶν at rhe beginning of the next sentence 
(XL). Ir completely destroys the argumenr and 1s required where it 
stands. 

ΧΙ. An interesting injunction: philosophy is not to be divorced 
from ordinary life but associated with it at all mmes. 

1. γελᾶν was arbitrarily excluded by Usener and attached (as γέλων) 
to the previous aphorism. But 1 is clearly in place here and Bignone 
finds a parallel for it in the fragments of Philodemus (περὶ Ἐπικούρου 1x), 
ἐν μέρει δὲ θέλειν εὐωχεῖσθαι αὐτοὺς γελανῶς (cf. Riv. ὧν Frl. 1915, 
pp. 538 ἢ). 

So too Plut. de Defectu Oraculorum, 19 (Usener, 2,7. 394) εἰ δὲ χρὴ 
γελᾶν ἐν φιλοσοφίᾳ. Cronert’s μελετᾶν 1s therefore unnecessary. 

3. φωνάς : ch. Ap. ad Hal. ὃ 36. τι διὰ βραχεῶν φωνῶν and XXXII 
σαρκὸς φωνή. 

XLII. A rather obscure fragment, which 11 is impossible ΤῸ interpret 
with certainty without ils context. τὸ μέγιστον ἀγαθόν must be 
‘ pleasure’, and rhe general sense will then be thar pleasure 1s enjoyed 
at the moment when it 1s brought into being: the two processes are 
simultaneous. Bignone believes 11 to be an argument againsr the 
Platome doctrine that pleasure 1s ἃ γένεσις NOt an οὐσία, and compares 
it with K. A. 1ii, where Epicurus denies thar pleasure and pain can 
coexist. But it seems difficult to take the present fragment ag 
a replesentation of the Epicurean point of view, as 11 can hardly be 
reconciled with the importance attached to the pleasures of memory, 
and it looks more like a statement of rhe Cyrenaic view of the 
μονόχρονος ἡδονή But compare XXVII, which suggests that the 
reference here may be to the pleasure of philosophic study. 

2. ἀπολαύσεως, Usener, seems a certain correction of ἀπολύσεως. 

XLII. An imteresting aphorism on avarice, which Greek thought 
ranked among sensual vices. 

2. μετὰ τοῦ δικαίου : Bignone translates ‘even in a just man’, bur 
it must surely be neuter. 

XLIV. A continuation of the same subject. The texr has got 
corrupted: Usener’s ἐπίσταται is certain and συγκαθεὶς may be nght 
in the sense of ‘having accommodated himself to’, but possibly we 
should prefer Gomperz’s correction συγκλεισθείς. For the meaning of 
αὐτάρκεια see note on XXXVI. Usener is inclined to refer this maxim 
to the period when Athens was besieged hy Demetrius in 294 Β.0. 

XLV. An interesting description of what Epicurus takes to be the 
physical effect of the study of natural philosophy. Note that the con- 
trast is not between pride and humility, but between an outward 
Dboastfulness and an innér confidence. 
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τ᾿ φωνῆς can, I think, stand by itself without Usener’s addition of 
κενῆς. 

8. σοβαρούφ: I agree with Bignone that this can be retained: the 
philosopher has a pride and disdain, but it 1s not expressed in idle 
vaunting. 

- XLVI. A rather commonplace sentence which Usener thinks comes 
from a private letter: von der Muehll reads ἐκδιώκομεν but without 
critical comment: the subjunctive 1s more natural. 

XLVII The first part of this fragment was already known as 
Metrodorus’ (Duen 26- Korte 49); for the second Brgnone compares 
Diog, Oen. yr. n, col. 2. 

2. σήν: it 1s hardly necessary to insert the article, as Usener 
suggested. 

3: περιστάσει: ἃ favoumte Epicurean word for ‘surroundings’, 
‘environment ’, used sometimes 1n a concrete, sometimes 1n an abstract 
sense, 

4. προσπτύσαντες : a violent expression, which Usener notes was 
often used by Metrodorus, but not often by Epicuius himself (see 
however /rs. 37 and 79). 

τοῖς... περιπλαττομένοις Bignone has, I think, shown that the 
MS. text may be kept, περιπλάττεσθαι being used of shell-fish holding 
on to rocks; Usener emended it unnecessarily to περιπλεκομένοις. 

6. παιῶνος ἃ bnilhant emendation of Usener’s for the MS. πλείονος. 
The metaphor here may be, as Usener suggests, from the comic 
chorus leaving the stage with a τήνελλα καλλίνικος at the end of the 
play . cf. Aristoph, Ach, 1232. 

XLVIII. Another rather commonplace aphorism, which in the topic 
of life and death has a connexion with that which precedes. 

1. πειρᾶσθαι the regular infinitive in such aphorisms, δεῖ or χρή 
being ‘ supphed’. 

τὴν ὑστέραν τῆς προτέρας may well be retained, as Bignone has 
shown, if ὁδόν be understood. Usener preferred to change to τὴν 
ὑστεραίαν (sc. ἡμέραν) τῆς προτεραίας. 

2. ἐν ὁδῷ: the MS. has ἐν ὃ ὁδῷ, which 1s probably a mere 
dittography~ Bignone corrects to ἐν προόδῳ, which 1s more hkely to be 
nght than Cronert’s ἐν εὐόδῳ. 

4. ὁμαλῶς, ‘equably ’, ‘ contentedly ’. 

LI 1s clearly an extract fiom a private letter to a disciple who had 
asked for advice. The form of the answer, stating the conditons of 
permission and then denying the possibility of their fulfilment, shows 
a certamnn touch of humour uncommon in Epicurus. There is a 
certain number of small corruptions in the MS. text which the 
editors have put nght: ἔθει for ἔθη might possibly be retained with 
von der Muehll. The general aphonsm at the end recurs in V2, 
Epic. § 118. το. 

LIL A more than usually picturesque and metaphorical aphorism : 
the chain of Epicurean friends is imagined as extending round the 
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world, every man exhorting his acquaintances to embrace the true 
life of happiness. 

1. ἡ φιλία : Bignone defends the MS. text, and for the personifica- 
tion compares the address to Venus in Lucr. i #4. The expression 
is certainly unusual, but not extravagant, Of the corrections Hartel’s 
ἡ φιλοσοφία might possibly be nght, but Usener’s Ἡλίου σφαῖρα is 
palaeographically improbable and gives a picture which seems strangely 
unlike Epicurus. 

“ περιχορεύει : with an idea of joyful motion, not merely ‘ runs round’, 
as Bignone translates it. 

2. ἐπὶ τὸν μακαρισμόν, ‘to the felicitations given to one who enjoys 
true happiness’: the Epicurean sage 1s felicitated both by Epicureans 
and by others who see his happiness. Bignone notes the frequency 
with which Epicurus and his disciples congratulated one another on 
their lives, and quotes in support a saying about Epr:curus from Dionys. 
Episc. Περὶ φύσεως in Eus. Pracp. Lv, xiv. 27 8 οὕτω πάντας ἐπὶ τὴν τοῦ 
μακαρισμοῦ τούτου μετουσίαν ἐξομοιωθησομένους ἐκείνους τοῖς θεοῖς wapa- 
καλεῖ. The expression is again strange, and Weil may be right in 
conjecturing ἐπὶ τὸν μακάριον βίον which 18 simpler. 

1.111. A straightforward argument against envy. 

LIV. This aphorism was already contained in vanous /lorilegia 
(σ. 53). 

LV. 2. χάριτι, ‘grateful recollection’: cf. Zp. ad Men. δ 122 and 
Vat. Sent. xvi above. 

LVI-LVII are given in the MS as one sentence, though imperfect. 
Wotke separates the two parts, supposing ὃ Bios. . . ἔσται to refer to 
some different subject, and adopting Usener’s completion of the first 
half στρεβλούμενος (αὐτὸς } ὁρῶν στρεβλούμενον) τὸν φίλον. Bignone 
however, following Thomas, thmks that the two parts ought to be 
related: he notes that after the publication of the Vatican Sentences, 
the first part of the maxim was found in a gnomologium ina MS, at 
Heidelberg, the last words running ἢ στρεβλουμένου τοῦ φίλον. Adopt- 
ing this he would then proceed (kai ὑπὲρ αὐτοῦ τεθνήξεται: εἰ γὰρ 
προήσεταρ) τὸν φίλον, ὃ Bios αὐτοῦ was κτλ. But there are, I think, 
two objections to this restoration: (a) it neglects μὲν at the beginning 
of the sentence, which should be followed by a contrasted δὲ clause ; 
(δ) it neglects the technical Epicurean sense of ἀπιστία: frendship 
gives ἃ πίστις (cf. Seat. Vat. xxxiv, xxxix), a trust that’ your friend 
will serve jou if need comes, and what destroys this πίστις is an 
injury done to you by your frend, which shows that you can no longer 
trust him. I should therefore accept Usener’s restoration of the first 
half (the text of the Heidelberg anthology 1s probably a mere variation), 
and if one is to conjecture the words lost in the second half, would 
propose εἰ δὲ ἀδικήσει αὐτὸν ὃ φίλος: ‘The wise man will be as 
distressed for his friend’s suffering, as for his own, but if his friend 
proves unfaithful, then his whole life will be confounded.’ 

- 1. στρεβλούμενος : for the idea cf. ἔπ, Zp. § 118, 3. 
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LVIII. For ἐγκύκλια in the sense of ‘affairs’, ‘routine’, cf. Ep. ad 
Pyth. §85, 4 τοῖς εἰς ἀσχολίας Baburépas τῶν ἐγκυκλίων τινὸς ἐμπεπλε- 
ioe and for the Epicurean notion of the importance of the withdrawal 

rom politics compare also K. A. vii and V2/, Ep. § 1109. 

LIX. A straightforward attack on greed. Usener’s insertion of the 
article before γαστρὸς is hardly necessary. 

LX. This fragment is quoted by Seneca, Zp. 22. 13 ‘nemo non ita 
exit e vita, tamquam modo intraverit’. There is considerable doubt 
about its interpretation and reference. Seneca interprets it in a moral 
sense, ‘a man leaves life no better than he entered it’, and comments 
‘falsum est, peiores mommur quam nascimur’. Usener compares 
Lucer. iti. 972, 973: 

respice item quam nil ad nos anteacta vetustas 

temporis aeterni fuerit, quam nascimur ante, 
and takes it to mean that our condition after death will be as it was 
before birth, i.e. we shall feel and know nothing—but it is very difficult 
to extract this from the Greek, Bignone takes it to refer to the 
accompaniments of this life, ‘We brought nothing into this world and 
It 15 Certain that we shall take nothing out’. If one looks simply 
at the Greek text it surely refers to the brevity of life and the little 
that any man accomplishes in it: ‘every man at his death is like a 
new-born child’ ; his life 1s gone as τὶ were in a few hours. 

LXI. Another fragment where both text and interpretation are 
difficult. Bignone has mghtly seen that it must be an extract (as 18 
shown by καὶ) from a longer passage on friendship: Epicurus has 
probably been speaking of the advantages of friendship in mutual 
service and protecuon, and has imstanced first the friendship of true 
Epicureans, which he regards as the highest. Then he passes to 
the friendship of members of a family, where kinship forms a natural 
basis for such mutual confidence. 

1. ὄψις is the actual bodily presence of those who live together: 
Usener’s σύναψις 1s quite unnecessary. 

2. 4... ποιουμένη: I would retain the nominative of the MS., 
regarding εἰς which follows ἡ as a dittography of εἰς before πολλήν" 
it 1s the actual ὄψις which 1s a spur to mutual confidence, just as in 
XVIIL he said that πρόσοψις was the great incttement to love. The 
editors wish to refer this clause to συγγενείας and agree in changing 
ποιουμένη ἰο“ποιουμένης : Wotke accepted Hartel’s καί for ἡ εἷς, and 
Bignone would read κεὶς ἀεί---ἃ strange exaggeration. But I think 
the nominative 1s right and makes better sense. 

εἰς τοῦτο is thén the general purpese of mutual confidence, which 18 
the subject of the whole section from which this sentence 1s taken. 
The saying 1s nteresung as showing Epicurus’ behef in famuly hfe, 

LXII. Again the text 1s difficult and uncertain, but the general 
meammng is clear. It 1s never of any use for children to be angry with 
parents who are angry with them if the parents’ anger 18 justified, 
then retaltation 1s futile, if 1t 1s irrational, resentment only ingreases their 
passion, but ‘a soft answer turneth away wrath’. 

sera Bb 
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4. γελοῖον πάνυ τὸ προσεκκαίειν τὴν ἀλογίαν θυμοκατοχοῦντα : I have 
with hesitation adopted the text put together by Bignone from sug- 
gestions by Weil and Crénert. I feel considerable doubt about προσεκ- 
xaiew in the sense of ‘increasing’ the irrational passion, but θυμοκατο- 
xotvra appears to be supported by the usage of θυμοκάτοχον of a magic 
medicine in passages quoted by Crénert (Rhem. Mus. \xi, p. 421), 
Dict Abrax. 118. 17 θυμοκάτοχον πρὸς βασιλεῖς καὶ μεγιστᾶνας, Pap. 
Lond, 1. 114. 941 θυμοκάτοχον καὶ ὑποτακτικόν. The MS. has πᾶν τὸ 
πρὸς ἔκκλησιν τὴν ἀλογίαν θυμωκατοχοῦντα, for which Usener read 
σιγᾶν τὸ πρὸς ἔκκλισιν τὴν ἀλογίαν (ἄγον) θυμῷ κατασχόντα, a large 
correction, which does not give satisfactory sense. 

6. αὐγνωμονοῦντας V- it 15 unnatural to take this with τρόπους, and 
it 1s probably better to read the singular εὐγνωμονοῦντα to correspond 
with θυμοκατοχοῦντα. 

LXIII 18 interesting as showing that Epicurus did not wish to push 
his idea of the simple life to excess: the ascetic will suffer bodily 
distress like the glutton and so fail to attain ἀπονία. The text of the 
first few words 1s corrupt but has been set nght by Usener. Bignone 
compares Hor, Sav. I. i. 102 ff. Won der Muehll reads ἐν λεπτότητι 
καθαριότης, but I do not understand the meaning of λεπτότης here. 

LXIV. The true Epicurean is glad to receive praise (cf. LII) but he 
must not seek for it. his care is for his own bodily and spiritual welfare. 

LXV 18 clearly part of an argument against the current practice of 
prayer. The gods cannot ever answer it, and often a man could get 
for himself what he prays for. 

LXVI, Usener is probably mght in holding that this fragment cannot 
refer to sympathy with living friends (θρηνοῦντες is against that), but to 
feeling for friends who are dead The true Epicurean will not idly 
lament their death, but meditate on their lives. Compare K. A. xl οὐκ 
ὠδύραντο ὡς πρὸς ἔλεον τὴν τοῦ τελευτήσαντος προκαταστροφήν 

LXVII Great possessions cannot be obtained by the true Epicurean, 
and if he has them by chance he can distribute them, and so win the 
good-feeling of friends which is the true wealth. 

1. ἐλεύθερος. Usener suggests ἐλευθέριος but ἐλεύθερος 18 better. 
The philosopher’s life is ‘free’ because it 1s not encumbered by the 
necessity of courting others. 

ἃ. (μήν must be added. 

3. συνεχεῖ δαψιλείᾳ can hardly stand alone and σὺν is a more 
probable insertion than ἐν. πάντα κέκτηται can well stand by itself in 
the sense of Bignone’s amplification wd(vra τὰ cupddpowra κέκτηται. 

LXVIII. In the form in which it stands here, the aphorism appears 
to mean that a fastidious man is never satisfied. But the sense 1s 
a little feeble, and as it is quoted by Aelan, Var. Hust. iv. 13 (/r. 69) 
ᾧ ὀλίγον οὐχ ἱκανόν, ἀλλὰ τούτῳ ye οὐδὲν ἱκανόν, ‘the man who 1s not 
satisfied with little, 1s satisfied with nothing’, it is far more pointed. 
We should however perhaps hardly be justified in reading here ᾧ ὀλίγον 


οὐχ ἱκανόν. 
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LXIX. The point is truly Epicurean - it is not bodily hunger which 
makes one desire dainty foods, but a greed of the mind which imagines 
and then desires new vaneties. After the satisfaction of the need 
there can be only variety in pleasure. Adyvos with the gen. is quoted 
from the fragments of Menander (Jncer? i. 10 λίχνος τοῦ κεκρυμμένου). 

LXX. A common Epicurean theme which recurs in K. A. xxxiv, 
xxxv and Sent. Vat. vir. 

LXXI Another straightforward aphorism, which suggests the 
Epicurean ‘hedonistic calculus’. In the presence of every desire we 
must ask what amount of pleasure and what amount of pain does 
it involve and decide accordingly. Compaie Zp. ad Afen § 129. 5 ff. 

LXXMHI. A rather interestung statement of the value of experience 
in the case of physical health. 

LXXIV. A paradox of dialectic 

LXXV. This is of couise a reference to the story of Solon’s saying 
to Croesus (Hdt.1 30 ff). The quotation ts the end of an 1ambic Ime 
and 1s attributed to Solon in Schohon on Dio Chrys. On 72. 13 and 
on Lucian, tv, p 137. To the Epicurean on the other hand the 
memory of past pleasures was one of the chief sources of present 
happiness cf XVII, XIX. 

LXXVI. There 1s some doubt as to the authorship of this fragment, 
which evidently comes from a petsonal letter. Usener attributes it to 
Epicurus and thinks thal it 1s addressed to one of the earher disciples, 
who was older than Epicurus himself posnbly to Leonteus of 
Lampsacus. Bignone comparing it with a fragment of Metrodorus 
(Korte 41, Plut adv. Col, 31), which is somewhat simular in tone, 
prefers to attribute it to him. 

Bignone in his translation does not sufficiently bring out διέγνωκας 

. ὁποῖόν ἐστι... καὶ οἷον : this must imply a distinction between two 
methods of philosopmzing, exoteric and esoteric = Epicurus’ philosophy 
was to be proclaimed to the world (cf. XXIX, 1.11), and the contrast here 
must be with some other sect who kept their philosophy to themselves. 

LXXVII may be compared with XLIV and LXVII. αὐτάρκεια 
must be taken in the same wide sense as in XLI1V which cannot be 
fully translated in English. 

LXXVIII is perhaps the most remarkable of all the exaltations of 
friendship in Epicurus, It is called immortal because it gives a man 
happiness equivalent to that of the gods: compare Zp. ad Alen. § 135. 7 
ζήσεις δὲ ὡς θεὸς ἐν ἀνθρώποις. οὐθὲν yap ἔοικε θνητῷ ξῴῳ ζῶν ἄνθρωπος 
ἐν ἀθανάτοις ἀγαθοῖς 

LXXIX. With this saymmg we may compare what 18 said of the 
nature of the gods in K. Δ. ι τὸ μακάριον καὶ ἄφθαρτον οὔτε αὐτὸ πράγ- 
ματα ἔχει οὔτε ἄλλῳ παρέχει. 

LXXX. A well-spent youth will have put ἃ man on the safe path for 
the rest of his hfe. 

The opening of the sentence is blurred in the MS.: vop der Muehll 
conjectures yervaiy. 

Bb2 
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3. οἰστρωδεῖς : lit. ‘ gad-fly like’, a typically picturesque word. 
LXXXL The first part of the sentence is alluded to in Porph. 
de Abstin, i. 51 (Usener, /r. 470). 
1. οὐδὲ τὴν need not be altered with Usener to οὐδέ rw’. 
,3: περίβλεψις : cf. K. Δ. vii ἔνδοξοι καὶ περίβλεπτοί τινες ἐβουλήθησαν 


4. τῶν παρὰ τὰς ἀδιορίστους αἰτίας : lit, ‘things connected with 
unlimited causes’, i.e. causes of unlimited desire, such as there is for 
wealth, honour, power, &c. Bignone takes it to mean ‘causes not 
proportional to the natural end’, but this seems less natural. 


OTHER FRAGMENTS 


1 (Usener 2). This sentence is quoted in the Ζ of Epicurus by 
Diog. Laert. (x. 136) in a passage where he 1s contrasting the 
Epicurean idea of pleasure as the absence of pain with that of the 
Cyrenaics. See notes there. 

ἃ (Usener 18). The fragment is quoted by Plutarch in a work 
(adv. Colofen), which is a violent attack on Epicureanism, He inter- 
prets the reply to mean, ‘ Yes, I will act so, but I do not wish to 
admit it’, and Cicero, in a passage (de 415. u. 9. 28) which seems to 
allude to this book, says that Epicurus ‘sometimes gets into great 
difficulties, and when the general conscience of mankind 1s removed, 
seems ready to do anything, however disgraceful, for pleasure’s sake ’. 
But it is obvious from its occurrence in a book of ‘Problems’ (or we 
might say ‘Casuistry’) that Epicurus regarded this as an open 
question, and the reply given here is therefore to be taken quite 
seriously. Ses#, Va/. li suggests that conflict with the laws is likely 
to mean ultimately conflict with Epicurean principles. At the same 
time Κ. Δ. xxxvii and fragments 81, 83 suggest that the laws were 
made for man and not man for the laws, and there might have been 
cases in which Epicurus would have answered this question affirma- 
tively. ‘ 

8 (Usener 27). This sentence is again quoted in the Life of 
L£picurus (δ 135) in a passage where he is summing up various 
characteristics of the Epicurean philosophy. The expression is not 
very easy: see notes there. 

4 (Usener 29). Epicurus held that the atoms had no colour, but 
that colours were produced in things by the arrangements and move- 
ments of the component atoms (cf Zp. ad Has. §§ 54, 55, Luer. in. 
730 ff.). One of his arguments is here recorded, that even in our 
experience things have no colour in the dark (cf. Lucr. 1i. 746, 747). 
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δ, 6, '7 (Usener 58, 59, 60). These three passages, all cited from 
Plutarch’s attack on Colotes, must be extracts from a discussion in the 
Sympostum on the results of differences of atomic arrangement in 
compounds, illustrated by the effects of wine on the human body. 
Sometimes it 1s felt to be coo], sometimes it produces heat. How can 
this be? Not according to Epicurus, because wine is absolutely ether 
hot or cold, but because it contains in itself particles which may be 
productive of heat and others which may be productve of cold. If 
then the ‘heat-particles’ come together, the effect 1s warming, if the 
cold, then cooling. But the atomic conformation of the body which 
it enters 1s also of importance: for heat or cold particles in it may 
come and join those in the wine and so increase the one effect or the 
other. The whole explanation 1s, in fact, closely parallel to that of 
the differences of taste which the same thing will have for different 
persons given by Lucretus in iv. 633 ff. 

The general sense is clear, but there are difficulties of text and of 
the detailed interpretation of the passages. 

δ This is part of a dialogue between Polyaenus, Epicurus, and 
others, and it 1s quoted piecemea] by Plutarch. The first question is 
definitely assigned to Polyaenus, the second remark it seems most 
natural to take as an interruption by one of the other characters, and 
the third (quoted as occurring ‘a little later ’) will be part of Epicurus’ 
reply. 

“ἢ ὑπέλαβέ τις οὐ. . . ἀποφαίνεσθαι : we may with Bignone retain 
the MS. text and interpret ‘some one interrupted saying that it did 
mot appear’. the ‘some one’ will be a supporter of Epicurus, 
Usener, wishing to assign this remark to Epicurus himself, would read 
ὑπέλαβε Tis οὐ. . . ἀποφαίνεται, but this is not only unnecessary but 
does not really give good sense. 

4. τοῦδε δέ τινος. I take this genitive, like τῆς δὲ τοιαύτης φύσεως κτλ. 
in /r. 6, to be objective after θερμαντικός, ‘ capable of warming a body of 
a certain kind’, 1.e. that you must not only have the right amount of 
wine, but the mght atomic structure in the body of the drinker to assist 
the warming process as descnbed 1n_ /7.6 Buignone in all these places 
takes the genitive apparently as descriptive, ‘a certain quantity of wine 
at a certain temperature’. This seems to me very doubtful Greek, 
and moreover it neglects the essential point of the conformation of the 
body of the’ recipient. 

8. 2. τῆς δὲ τοιαύτης . . . θερμαντικόν, ‘capable of warming a certain 
body which is in a certain disposition’, i.e. a body containing the 
right kind of particles in the nght arrangement~ see note on_//F. δ. 
Bignone again takes it as descriptive, ‘a certain quantity of wine at a 
certain temperature and arranged in a specific manner’. 

4. φύσεις, here, ‘atoms’: it was Democritus’ technical term, and 
Epicurus himself spoke of af ἄτομοι φύσεις. : ᾿ 

5. «εἰ, δέον ye,: this 15 the MS. text, and I think it may just be 
retained ; ‘in the compound there are certain particle# out of which 
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cold might be produced, if, when occasion requires, united with other 
particles they could form a structure which would cause cold’. The 
particles are always there, and it requires only the combination with 
other particles in the body to form the mght atomic structure to 
produce the effect of cold. But the sense of δέον ye 1s rather strained, 
and we should perhaps accept Bignone’s suggestion εἰ (eis) δέον ye 
ἑτέραις παραζυγεῖσαι, ‘if appropriately united with other particles’. 
The same sense would be obtained by Wyttenbach’s εἰς δέον re, but 
Usener’s alteration ἢ af ye is both violent and unsatisfactory. 

7 is more straightforward and reinforces the general argument with 
‘the statement that wime 1s frequently drunk without any perceptible 
effect of heat or cold, which shows that it is neither hot nor cold 
absolutely. 

8 (Usener 62) occurs in V2¢. Hp. ὃ 118, and recurs at the end 
of Sent, Κα! \i with the subsutution of ἀφροδίσια for συνουσίη In 
Vit. Zp. it is quoted as a common saying of the Epicureans, but Plut 
Quaest, Conviv. ii. 6. 1 makes the attribution to the Symposrum 
certain. 

9 is not included in Usener’s collection, but was included by 
Bignone from the Herculanean Rolls on rhetoric. The text 1s corrupt 
in the papyrus and was first put in order by Gomperz: I have noted 
the points in which Sudhaus, from whom I here take the text 
(Philodem Voll. Rhet. Suppl, p. 50), differs from him The frag- 
ment 1s clearly a double version of a saying and may, though not with 
certainty, be attributed to Epicurus himself. It 1s of course very 
ironical in tone and 1s fully m accordance with Epicurus’ usual con- 
tempt for rhetoric. 

10 (Usener 67). This fragment is quoted as from the περὶ τέλους 
by Athenaeus, and also, with abbreviations at the end, in Vit. Ep. ὃ 6 
(see notes there). It was maliciously used against Epicurus by his 
detractors, but is in fact an extremely emphatic statement that bodily 
pleasure must be regarded as just as essential for complete happiness 
as mental pleasure. It should, however, be read in conjunction with 
such passages as 2. ad Men. ὃ τῶν, where Epicurus says that all 
pleasures are good, but not all aiperai. 

11 (Usener 68). An interesting fragment for Epicurus’ idea of 
bodily pleasure. ἀπονία becomes a permanent stable condition of 
body and this produces χαρά, which is a strong and posttive feeling 
of pleasure. 

12 (Usener 70). A clear statement of the doctrine that pleasure 1s 
the supreme test: beauty and virtue have no validity in themselves. 
Compare /r. 79. 

18 (Usener 75). This of course is the fundamental doctrine ot 
Epicurean physics and may be compared with £p. ad Ha?. ὃ 39 and 
Lucr. Bk. 1. 

14 (Usener 76). A slight variation of the preceding statement, but 
there 1s no reason to doubt that they both occurred in the first book of 


COMMENTARY. Ἐκ. Β. 6-14 gt 


the περὶ φύσεως. τόπος was one of Epicurus’ regular terms, for ‘empty 
space’: cf. Lucr. i. 426 ‘locus ac spatium quod inane vocamus ’, 

15 (Usener 81). This fragment is quoted as from the eleventh 
book of the wept φύσεως by the schohast on Ep. ad Pyth. ὃ οἵ (see 
note there). It 1s clearly an argument for the Epicurean view that 
the size of the sun is as we see it It must be compared with 
Lucr. v. 564 ff., where it 1s argued that terrestrial hghts become con- 
fused in outline before they appear to diminish in size. Much more 
so would this happen with the sun whose great distance from the 
earth would be very likely to cause such blurring. But the outline of 
the sun 1s not blurred: therefore we must suppose that his size is not 
diminished. Bignone in his note on Zp ad Pyth, § 91, has, I think, 
shown clearly that this 1s the meaning and that there is no reason for 
any alteration in the text. 


Other fragments of the περὶ φύσεως have been found in the 
Herculanean Rolls (see Λαο Chapters in the History of Greek 
Literature, Powell and Barber, 1921, p. 40, note by J. L. Stocks). 
Some of these have been published with conjectural restorations, but 
the text 1s so fragmentary and uncertain and the restorations at pre- 
segt so far from satisfactory that I have not mcluded any in the present 
collection. It may, however, be well to give some account of the extent 
of these fragments and their contents with references to the sources 
where they may be found. 

A. Fragments defimtely assigned to certain Books : 

1. Book 77. Eleven fragments from V7! vol. τι, edited by Rosini 
and Orelh (Zpicur: Fragmenta, Veipzg, 1818). These deal with 
the theory of sense-perception by means of effluences, and in particular 
with the εἴδωλα which are the cause of vision. Col. in gives an indi- 
cation of Eprcurus’ theory of the atomic construction of the εἴδωλα, 
and col vil appears to point out that the εἴδωλον preserves the same 
shape and the same space intervals as the omginal, but that its content 
(βάθος) 18 not solid (σῶμα) but void (κενόν). Further references to 
these fragments will be found 1n an article by Gomperz (‘ Neue Bruch- 
stiicke Epikurs’, Si/sungsberichte der karts. Akad der Wissenschaften, 
Ixxxu, 1876, p. 87), which contains a summary of the rept φύσεως 
fragments then known. 

2. Book® XJ. Thirteen fragments from VA’ vol. ii, edited by 
Rosim and Orelli(op cit.); corrections and additions from the Oxford 
copies of cols. ix to xn, published by Gomperz (Zesschrift fur 
die Ocsterrachischen Gymnasien, xvi, 1867, pp. 207 ff.). see also 
Siulzungsberichte der kas. Akad. \xxxu, p. 81). This book deals with 
cosmogony and is largely occupied with a discussion of the earth’s 
position at rest in the middle of the κόσμος. The idea expounded by 
Lucretius (v. 534 ff.) is elaborated, and the earth 1s said to owe Its 
freedom from motion to 1ts ition in the centre, so that there is 
equal pressure of air on it from all sides. There 1s ‘incidentally a 
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diacussion of the means by which we can obtain information as to 
τὰ lp hte {An alternative version of these fragments (except 2, 3, 
and 4) was published by Mancini (4s del Congresso Internazionale dt 
sctensze stortche, vol. ii, 1905, pp. 249 ff.) based on a MS. in the 
University Library of Messina (Fondo Monastico 37). This MS. is 
a transcript made by one Foti, who assisted Rosim: in the decipher- 
ing of the Herculanean Rolls, and was apparently taken from an 
earlier facsimile than that from which VA was published : its readings 
may therefore have occasional value, though Foti’s own restorations 
are for the most part very poor. } 

3. Book XIV. Ten fragments published by Gomperz (Zettschr. fur 
Oest. Gymn., loc. cit., pp. 241-213), which are part of a polemic on 
the question of the original φύσις, and are directed, as Gomperz 
thinks, against the theory of Plato in the Zimaeus. 

4. Book XV. A fragment of the title of the book giving an indication 
of the date of its writing. Discussed by Gomperz (ibid., pp. 669-670), 

5. Book XXVIII. Thirteen fragments from the Apographa 
Oxoniensta, each composed of two halves taken from different 
parts of the reproduction, the pages of the roll having been torn 
in half and copied separately: pubhshed by Cosattini (Hermes, xxix, 
1894, pp. 1-15). These represent the latter portion of the bapk 
and look lke the records of a conversation, Metrodorus being 
frequently addressed by name. They deal with the principles of the 
Canonice, and in particular with the truth of αἴσθησις and the impor- 
tance of the use of words in their primary sense (see Zp. ad “1. 
§ 37). Cosattini thinks that they show a greater interest in questions 
of logic than is usually attributed to Epicurus. 

B. Unassigned Fragments: 

1. On the Will. Six fragments and one fairly continuous passage 
of some length published by Gomperz (Si/sungsberichte der hats. Akad. 
Str Wiss. \xxxii, 1876, pp. 92 to 95, and Wrener Studien, i. 1879-1880, 
pp. 27-31). The fragments appear to discuss from an atomic point 
of view the reaction of the mind to the εἴδωλα coming from without, 
and tend in Gomperz’s view, to show that Epicurus, though the oppo- 
nent of fatalism, was not opposed to determinism. These fragments, 
if they could be satisfactorily restored, would throw a great deal of 
light on Epicurus’ psychology, and go illuminate his moral theory. 

a. On generahon. Seven fragments published by Cosatttni (Avesta 
at Filologia, xx, 1892, pp. 510-516) and attributed by him to Epicurus 
himself on the ground that no other Epicurean work περὶ φύσεως 
is known in the Herculanean collection and the writing resembles 
that of the fragments of Book II. The passage appears to deal with 
the process of generation from the atomic point of view. 

3. On error, A short fragment from the conclusion of a book 
published by Gomperz (Si/sungsd. hats. Akad , ibid., p. 96) dealing with 
the origin of erroneous ideas in the mind. 

4. On the ‘myth’ of αἱ future hfe. A few scraps published by 
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Gomperz (ibid., pp. 96, 97), which appear to be part of a polemic 
against the popular religious ideas of punishment after death (cf. Zp. 
ad Men. §& 124 ff.). 


16 (Usener 92). These definitions may well be included among 
the genuine fragments, though Usener does not admit them. They 
are entirely in agreement with Epicurean doctrine and are expressed 
in the language of Epicurus. 

17 (Usener 93). This quotation occurs in the Vif £p.§ 7, 11, and 1s 
directed against Nausiphanes, a pupt] of Democritus, from whom 
Epicurus undoubtedly learned much, though he heaped scorn and 
abuse on him. For the text and interpretation see notes there. 

18 (Usener 97). This and the following two fragments (19) come 
from the Herculanean Rolls. Their restoration is naturally very 
tentative. , 

r. 8: se. that pleasure has a limit: cf. K, A. τη. 

1@ (Usener 99) These two much corrupted fragments from 
Philodemus’ περὶ εὐσεβείας must have been quoted by him for the sake 
of the pious expression θεῶν εἵλεων ὄτων This 18 strictly inconsis- 
tent with Epicurus’ view of the gods, but it is notable that both he and 
his disciples occasionally used such conventional phrases: cf Lucr. 
ii. 434, Vv 1156. 

20 (Usener 105). The fragment is quoted by Theo as an example 
of a bad order of words, and is placed by Usener among ‘ Spunous 
Letters’. But there seems no particular reason to doubt it. It is 
almost impossible to guess the context. 

I. οἶσθ᾽ ἅπερ ἡμῖν is a brilliant restoration of Crénert’s (Ahem. Mus , 
1906, p. 422) for the mamfest corruption of the MSS.: Usener’s 
ἔστιν ἃ πρὶν μέν is much less probable. 

2. yeyéynrat’ Cronert’s obvious correction for γένηται. 

Ὧι (Usener 113). This fragment, which is about Nausiphanes, 18 
quoted in Vis. ΖΡ. § 8, 2.: see notes there. Bignone has, I think, 
clearly shown that the MS text διδάσκαλον may be retained without 
alteration or addition. 

ΔΆ (Usener 114). These quotations are again about Nausiphanes 
and are given ky Sextus Empincus. There is litue doubt that Epicurus 
did derive some of his knowledge of atomism from Nausiphanes, but 
he is alway# very violent in proclaiming his independence. 

1. Bapuorévous is given by Plutarch (contr. Ep. Beat. 2, p. 1086 e) 
among a lst of abusive epithets which Epicurus hked to burl at other 
philosophers. 

2. τοῦ πλεύμονος, ‘the Mollusc’: Sextus explains that Epicurus 
gave him this nickname, ὡς ἀναίσθητον. 

428 (Usener 116). Epicurus 1s here clearly contrasting the motive 
of his moral philosophy with that of others. They invite men to a 
laborious round of virtues, which may or may not profit them, he 
invites them to continuous pleasure. 
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24 (Usener 117}. The fragment is preserved in Athenaeus, but the 
name Apelles is restored from a reference in Plutarch. Athenaeus 
quotes it in connexion with Epicurus’ claim to have been free him- 
self from all traditional education, and notes his congratulations to 
disciples in the same condition : cf 75. 33. 

1, αἰκίας is an ingenious emendation of Bignone for the meaning- 
less αἰτίας of the MSS. It would be quite in Epicurus’ manner to 
refer to education on traditional lines as ‘contamination’. It is there- 
fore better in sense, as well as palaeographically, than Wachsmuth’s 
παιδείας which 18 accepted by Usener. 

δ (Usener125). Another fragment from ΚΔ Zp. ὃ 5. 6, addressed 
to Themista, Leonteus’ wife. It shows Epicurus in a playful mood, 

26 (Usener 130). A considerable number of fragments survive 
addressed to Idomeneus, who was one of the leading disciples. This 
fragment refers to the voluntary contribuuons (cf /rs. 40, 41) made 
by the disciples for the support of their master The phraseology 
used is religious and playful in tone, but the Epicureans began quite 
early to give the founder a form of religious veneration. 

27 (Usener 131). This invocation, hke /r 20, was quoted by Theo 
as an example of bad prose rhythm, the fault here bemg that the 
rhythm is too close to that of verse. Rohde in his copy of Usener, 
now in my possession, has noted that if the word κινήματα be removed, 
the remainder is a rough iambic verse. 

as (Usener 135) 18 rightly referred to by Seneca (ZY. 21.7) asa 
nobilis sententia. 

I. χρημάτων is the reading of the MSS, and should be retained as 
a partitive genitive. One MS. corrects to χρήματα. Seneca translates 
non pecuntae adictendum, from which Meineke restored χρήμασι, but 
there seems no authonity for the construction 

a. τῆς. . . ἐπιθυμίας : probably specifically ‘the desire for money ’, 
and not ‘desires’ in general, as Bignone takes it. Seneca has 
cupiditat: detrahendum est. 

20 (Usener 1368 8, p. 345). This is quoted by Stobaeus with the 
heading ᾿Απολλώνιος Εϊδομένῃ. It 1s certainly Epicurean in expression 
and Usener is probably mght in recognizing Ἰδομενεῖ in Εἰδομένῃ. 
᾿Απολλώνιος May, as he suggests, come from the next heading in 
Stobaeus, ᾿Απολλώνιος τοῖς γνωρίμοις, or, aS Hense thinks, it may be 
that Stobaeus took the saying from Apollomus quoting Epicurus. 

I. τὴν αὐτάρκειαν must be taken here in its narrower sense of the 
control of desires. 

2. θαρρῶμεν, ‘may be content’, and so free from any disturbing 
desires for luxurious food. 

80 (Usener 138). A dying letter to Idomeneus quoted in Vii. Ep. 
§ 22. 2 (see notes there). An almost identical letter to Hermarchus 1s 
translated by Cicero, de Fin. ιἷ. 30. 96. It is probable that Epicurus 
sent shght variations of the letter to different disciples. 

δι (Usener 140). The tone of this fragment 1s probably ironical: 
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Epicurus wished to discourage Colotes’ extravagant signs of devotion 
and so paid them back to him and addressed him in the excessive 
reverence of the second sentence. 

2. ἄἀφυσιολόγητον, ‘not to be accounted for by scientific method’, 
‘unaccountable ’, obviously a semi-ironical expression: cf. the use of 
the word in/r 44. 

3: πάσης... ἐπιλήψεως, after ἐπιθύμημα, γίνεσθαι after εἰθισμένης 

4. τινῶν the MSS. have τιμῶν, for - which, Wyttenbach conieciuied 
ae but the nearer correction τινῶν, though a little feeble, is probably 
safer. 

82 (Usener 143). Another playful extract quoted in the Vi/ Ep. ὃ 5. 3. 

88 (Usener 163). For the text see note on Vit. EP. § 6 6. 

84 (Usener 165) Quoted in Vt Ep. ὃ 5 8 as a phrase which 
brought censure on Epicurus for his excessive flattery of a young 
man 

85 (Usener 176). A charmmg letter to a child written on one of 
Epicurus’ visits to see his disciples in Asia Minor, where he had lived 
and taught before coming to Athens- see }7/. Zp. ὃ το. 

86 (Usener 177). Another portion of a Setter obtained from the 
works of Philodemus in the Heiculanean Rolls. It may be compared 
with /r. 30. 

87 (Usener 181) A clear statement of the argument for the 
‘sitnple life’. it satisfies bodily needs and does not involve consequent 
pains, as luxury does. 

2. προσπτύω : a violent word, for which see its use by Metrodorus in 
Sent. Vat. xivu, and by Epicurus again in /F. 79. 

38. This fragment, which is not in Usener’s collection, was 
recovered from the Herculanean papyri by Cronert (Ahem. Afus. 1x, 
p. 426). Itis hke in character to 30 and 36. 

89 (Usener 182), Another fragment on the simple life from Vit Ep. 
§ 11 6: see note there on κυθριδίου. 

40 (Usener 183). A reference to the contribuuons made by the 
disciples for the support of Epicurus: see /r 26 

1. ϑαιμονίως seems a safer correction of the MS δαίως than Cobet’s 
Sayidws* it 18 also more in accord with the phraseology of the 
fragment. ς 

2. οὐρανομηκῆ.. an intentionally poetic word. 

41 (Usentr 184). Another reference to the σύνταξις, which shows 
that 11 was a well-organized subscription of a substantial amount levied 
on all disciples. It would presumably be required for the upkeep of 
the house and gardens in Athens and for the sustenance of Epicurus 
and the disciples who lived there. The opening of the fragment 
looks as though some official of the community was authorized to 
assess the amount. 

42 (Usener 185) Another fragment from Philodemus said to be in 
reference to a boy who had brought the philosopher a, present of 
a sheep (the preceding words in the papyrus should surely be read καὶ 
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δάντος πράβατον παιδίου τινὸς ἐν] πλεϊκἸγῶι τοί t}, and not as they 
were edited, παιδίῳ τινί): Tricdae wath him La Ave Bignone 
for some reason omits this fragment. 

τ, ἀντίδοσιν : the papyrus has αἰνοῦσαν, out of which Usener admits 
that it is practically impossible to extract any sense. ἀντίδοσιν would 
give what is required and is not palaeographically a very large 
alteration. - 

43 (Usener 187). Epicurus was always contemptuous of the ‘man 
in the street’, and did not wish or expect to be understood by him. 
Compare Sen?. Vat. xxix. 

44 (Usener 200). The quotation is not assigned by Porphyrius to 
any author, but apart from its language the coincidence of part of it 
with Sent Vat. xxxii makes it certain that this is Epicurus. Bignone 
enters a caution about Porphynus’ quotations, and in particular points 
out that it is not easy to determine where the quotation stops and 
Porphyrius’ comment begins. But the whole of this extract may 
safely be assigned to Epicurus. 

1. ἀφυσιολόγητον : οἷ. fr. 31. 

45 (Usener 202) We may compare Sew/. Vat. xxv, and for the 
general idea K A xviit. 

4. ἐστιν (οὐ πλοῦτος ἀλλὰ πενία). In the MS. of Porphyrius the frag- 
ment ends with ἐστιν, the next sentence (_/*. 68) beginning with the 
words of σπάνιον. Usener wrote ἐστι πενία, thinking presumably that 
οὐ should be excluded and that πενία had dropped out owing to con- 
fusion with σπάνιον. Bignone, who retains of, suspects the larger 
omission due to the reputed ov. 

46 (Usener 203). Fears arise because we forget the laws of 
nature, desires because we forget the natural limits of pleasure. 

48 (Usener 207) is very close in expression to Lucr. u. 34-36: 


nec calidae citius decedunt corpore febres, 
textilibus si in picturis ostroque rubenti 
iacteris, quam si in plebe1a veste cubandum est, 


1. κατακειμένῃ and ἐχούσῃ are changed by Usener to the masculine, 
presumably on the ground that Porphyrius, citing the quotation in his 
address to Marcella, would have adapted the participles to the 
feminine. But Epicurus’ correspondent may also have been a woman 
and nothing is gained by the change. χ 

49 (Usener 212). A more than usually fragmentary extract from a 
letter to a disciple who had written to the master on the relation of 
phenomena to the unseen (atoms and space). See Zp. ad Hat. § 51 
and elsewhere. The text given is that of Crénert (Ahem. Afus. Ἰχὶ, 
Ῥ. 425), who re-examined the papyrus. 

1, Before φέρων, ἐν μνήμῃ or the like must have preceded. 

50 (Usener 213) Bignone quotes interesting passages from 
Plutarch (contr. Ep. Beat. 1097 €) and from Metrodorus showing that 
Epicurus and his disciples recognized a peculiar joy in the tears of 
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grief shed for a dead fmend. Memory is here, as always, an important 
actor in Epicurean happiness. 

51 (Usener 214) sounds a little cynical in expression, but Epicurus 
was probably thinking of the formation of habit. 

6&2 (Usener 215) is a half-hearted precept to do good to an enemy, 
but remarkable even as it stands. 

δά (Usener 221) is another unassigned quotation in Porphyrws, 
Stobaeus refers it to Pythagoras, but its likeness to Sen/. Vat, hv and 
other Epicurean sentiments seems to justify Usener’s attribution to 
Epicurus. 

65 (Usener 266). It is not certain that these are the actual words 
of Epicurus, but the tdea of revolving cycles or periods of time 18 
certainly his: cf. Luer. si. 856 ff. 

656 (Usener 356). This fragment deals with the gods to whom 
Epicurus himself attributed speech and supposed them to converse 
with one another, hke Epicurean sages, the nearest approach on earth 
to the gods. Philodemus goes on to argue that the gods speak in 
Greek, or in some language like it, for in no other language 1s philo- 
Sophy discussed. 

87 (Usener 387). An unusually interesting fragnient preserved by 
Philodemus about religious observances. Though Epicurus denied 
the imterference of the gods in the direction of the world, he was yet 
scrupulous in the performance of religious functions (cf, Vis Ep. § το. 5) 
and here recommends such piety to his disciples. He held no doubt 
that such performance of ceremonial did not involve any belief in the 
action of the gods in the world, but it 1s also clear from Luer. vi. 68 © 
that he conceived that the ssmudacra of the gods entering the mind of 
the worshipper could communicate something of the divine ἀταραξία : 
prayer for the Epicurean becomes communion. 

1. καὶ καλῶς 1s perhaps a closer emendation of the defective xa... 
adw than Gomperzs καὶ τἄλλα. 

3. περὶ τῶν ἀρίστων καὶ σεμνοτάτων : Sc. τῶν θεῶν. 

4. ἔτι 82. . . δόξης : the meaning is here obscure. It may be that 
Epicureans should be careful] not to incur any charge of impiety. 

5. φυσικῶς Liv: a few words after this can be made out, but sense 
can hardly be made of them. 

658 (Usener 388). A rather cynical argument for the general 
Epicurean viéw that the gods do not listen to prayer. 

59 (Usener 409). A relentless and startling exposition of the 
doctrine of pleasure which caused great scandal in antiquity. Com- 
pare the saying attributed to Metrodorus (7. νι, p. 47, Duen.: /7. 39, 
Korte) περὶ γαστέρα γάρ, ὦ φυσιολόγε Τιμόκρατες, τὸ ἀγαθὸν καὶ καλόν. 
If the mind 18 to have ἀταραξία in order to pursue philosophy, the first 
condition is ἀπονία of the body, and for that the first need is ἀπονία 
= ἡδονή of the stomach. It is a fearless piece of logic which was 
falsely interpreted as though Epicurus had made the pleasure of the 
stomach the first object of life. 
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2. τὰ περιττά, ‘the things over and above’, mere ἀταραξία, those 
‘ variations ’ of mental pleasure which may be summed up as‘ culture’. 

60 (Usener 422). An emphatic statement of the Epicurean doc- 
trine of pleasure: the removal of pain constitutes pleasure, and if it 
has been accomplished no further pleasure is needed. ‘The satisfac- 
tion of the natural desire for the removal of pain does not incite to 
evil-doing, but only the striving for the fulfilment of unnatural desires. 

4. dv αἰσθήσει καθεστῶτες. sc. as long as we are alive and awake. 

3. ἡ τῆς φύσεως ἡδονὴ 1s the MS. text and may be kept. Bignone 
objects that the contrast between ἡδονή and ὄρεξις 1s inappropmiaie, but 
the contrast is between the natural pleasure fulfilled and the unnatural 
desires unfulfilled. Bignone himself would read ῥοπὴ in the sense of 
‘impulse’: this seems to me unnecessary, but is better than Crénert’s 
φωνὴ or Usener’s ἔνδεια. 

4. ἔξωθεν, presumably ‘ outside’ the person who conceives it: ‘puts 
ἀδικία into acuon’, 

61 (Usener 423). As pleasure 1s the removal of pain, so the height 
of pleasure is the removal of a great pain. If we grasp and hold to 
this, we need not engage τὴ Peripatetic subtleties. 

I. παρ᾽ αὐτὸ it seems impossible to retain, but none of the sugges- 
tions are satisfactory. Reiske’s παρ᾽ αὑτοῦ, ‘fiom the person himself’, 
15 odd Greek and poor sense, Usener’s πάραντα = παραντίκα 15 not 
very good sense and introduces an odd word. Bignone would read 
κατ᾽ αὐτὸ, ‘in itself’, and translates ‘the simple liberation from great 
pain’, supporting it by Plutarch’s words in the context τὴν τἀγαθοῦ 
φύσιν ἐξ αὑτῆς τῆς φυγῆς τοῦ κακοῦ, but the expression is still strange 

3. ἐπιβάλῃ, ‘ grasps it in mind’, a reference to the Epicurean con- 
ception of ἐπιβολὴ τῆς διανοίᾶς. The aorist seems essential as against 
the MS. ἐπιβάλλῃ. 

περιπατῇ : Bignone is undoubtedly right in seeing an ironical allu- 
sion to the ‘ Peripatetics’, whose Anstotelian doctrine of pleasure 
involved subtle analysis. 

62 (Usener 442). This 1s good Epicurean doctrine (see Zp. ad Men. 
§ 129, 130), but, as Usener admits, we cannot be certain that these 
are actually Epicurus’ words. 

68 (Usener 445). As usual with these citations from Porphyrius 
we cannot feel certain of the actual words. Porphyriug goes on to 
explain that it 1s the mind which is to blame because of its vain 
desires and hopes : compare Diog. Oen./%. i. 

64 (Usener 447). For this Epicurean commonplace see K.A. iv 
and Sent. Var iv. 

65 (Usener 448). Anecho of the first part of the preceding fragment. 

66 (Usener 457). For the idea see Seneca, Ζῇ. 8. 7 ‘ philosophiae 
servias oportet, ut tibi contingat vera libertas’: the expression here is, 
as Usener points out, not quite like that of Epicurus himself 

67 (Usener 469). So in a less picturesque manner, Zp. ad Men. 
δ 130. 9 τὸ μὲν φυσικὸν πᾶν εὐπόριστόν ἐστι, τὸ δὲ κενὸν δυσπόριστον. 
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68 (Usener 471). An elaboration of a commonplace dictum of 
Epicurus. The fool is poor in respect of ἀταραξία, the true end of 
life, and rich in fancies which lead to extravagant desires. 

1. οὐ σπάνιον : Usener in connexion with his emendation of the 
previous sentence (see /r. 45) omitted οὐ, but it 15 not easy to see how 
he then interpreted the remark. 

πένητα seems a necessary addition, as is νόσου in 1, 5. 

69 (Usener 473). A strange variant of this aphorism occurs in 
Sent. Vat. Ixvui. 

70 (Usener 476). αὐτάρκεια is here used in the narrower sense of 
self-control’, ‘control of desires’. almost, as Bignone translates it, 
‘ frugality ᾿ς 

71 (Usener 478). This looks more lke a long-winded paraphrase 
of some brief saying of Epicurus than an exact quotation of his words: 
cf, Sent. Vas Ixiii. 

72 (Usener 479). Riches involve a greater complication of life and 
therefore greater ταραχή. 

I, τὴν ἀπαλλαγὴν, ‘the escape’ which they desire . Usener’s change 
to rw’ 1s unnecessary. 

78 (Usener 480) A strange aphorism which again may be a hittle 
distorted in Porphyrius’ quotation, 

I. θηριώδους 15 Nauck’s emendation for the MS. θρηνώδους : one 
might hesitate to accept τὲ but for a close parallel in Philod. VAY? vn. 
179, /7. XX1V ἀπὸ yap ἀνημ[έρου καὶ] θηριώδους ἐρ[γασίας] κτλ. Epicurus 
is probably comparing the rapacious acquisition of riches with the 
ravening of a wild beast. 

74 (Usener 485) Fear and desire are the two great obstacles to 
ἀταραξία, which is the necessary prelude to philosophical study. 

75 (Usener 486). On the same theme again. It is not the poor 
man who is without luxuries who suffers, but the rich man tormented 
by his desires. 

1. τούτων 1s explained by τὸ τῶν πολλῶν ἀγαθόν, which has pre- 
ceded. 

πόνος is a little strange in view of φέρειν... πόνον, and Usener may 
be mght in suggesting κακὸν. 

76 (Usener 488). Fluctuation between extremes of feeling 1s the 
reverse of ἀταραξία. 

77 (Usener 489). For the Epicurean attitude to fortune see 
especially Zp. αα Men. § 134 and K.A. xvi. The text 15 uncertain 
in places, but in the latter half can be corrected from a quotation in 
the Byzantine gnomologion. 

4. παρατετάχθαι: cf. Vit. Ep. § 120. 3 τύχῃ τε ἀντιτάξεσθαι. 

78 (Usener 490). Usener aptly quotes Hor. 2%. 1. 4. 13: 


omnem crede diem tibi diluxisse supremum: 
grata superveniet quae non sperabitur hora. « 


For the play on ἥκιστα. .. ἥδιστα cf, Ep. ad Men. § 130. 8. 
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79 (Usener 512). Epicurus had but little place in his system for 
esthetic appreciation, as such: cf. /7. 12. τὸ καλὸν has probably also 
a moral sense in reference e.g. to Plato’s use of it. 

1. wpoomrio: cf. δε). Vai. xlvii, fr. 37. 

80 (Usener 519). Virtue was not in Epicurus’ view of value in 
itself, but only in so far as it produced ἀταραξία. Compare K. A. xvii 
ὁ δίκαιος ἀταρακτότατος. 

81 (Usener 530). The wise man, as is explained in_/r. 83, will act 
justly without the compulsion of law, but the law protects him against 
those who have not such wisdom. 

82 (Usener 532). For the ideas compare K.A.xxxiv and xxxv; 
€8p. XXXV 2,117. οὐκ ἔστι τὸν λάθρᾳ τι ποιοῦντα... πιστεύειν ὅτι λήσει : 
also Sent. Vai, vii. Bignone omits this fragment, possibly because 
Plutarch introduces it with φασί, suggesting a general Epicurean 
source, but the words sound hke Epicurus himself. 

88 (Usener 533). The fragment is not specifically quoted as from 
Epicurus, but as it comes among a number of others definitely 
assigned to him, Usener 1s probably justified in his attribution. 
Epicurus may have in mind the story of Gyges and its use by Plato in 
Rep. ii. 359 d. 

1 τὸ τοῦ γένους τέλος is certainly a rather strange expression for 
Epicurus, but Bignone supports it by τὸ συγγενικὸν τέλος, Philod. 
Voll. Rhet. it. 14.15. It is of course equivalent to the more usual 
τὸ τῆς φύσεως τέλος, i.e. ἡδονὴ. 

84 (Usener 537). An interesting fragment, as it shows the basis 
on which, according to Epicurus, the ‘social contract’ was built. 
The man who causes fear in others may incite them to revenge, and 
so is full of fear himself. Compare K. A. vi, xxxi, Lucr. v. rorg, 
to20. Usener notes that the saying appears in a positive form in 
Maximus Abb guomol 9, p. 174 6 πολλοῖς φοβερὸς ὧν πολλοὺς φοβεῖται. 

85 (Usener 548). For the general idea see K. A. vii. 

86 (Usener 551). This is the famous Epicurean motto against 
which Plutarch wrote the treatise from which it is quoted. The idea 
18 that of the preceding fragment, that it 1s in the life which abstains 
from public affairs that ἀταραξία can most easily be attamed. Usener 
notes echoes of the idea in Hor. #. 1.17. 10 ‘ nec vixit,male qui natus 
moriensque fefellit’ and in Ovid, Z7zs¢, isi. 4. 25 ‘crede mihi, bene qui 
latuit, bene vixit’. 

87 (Usener 554). A curious fragment which may not contain 
Epicurus’ own words. The general sense of the passage 1s familiar. 

2. ἐξ ἀρχῆς : because, as is seen from K. A. vu, men originally seek 
for high position as a means of securing ἀσφάλεια and only later come 
to regard it as an end in itself. 


LIFE OF EPICURUS 


Tue ‘Life of Epicurus’ is in fact the tenth book of Diogenes 
Laertius’ Aisstory of the Philosophers, m which are embodied the three 
Letlers and the Man Principles. It 1s, as we possess it, a curious 
medley of statements concerning Epicurus’ life and his disciples, of 
attacks made upon him and the replies which might be given to them, 
of summanes of his doctrines, and of discussions of his differences 
with other schools, and especially with the Cyrenaics. And not only 
are these sections thrown together anyhow, but within the individual 
sections there is confusion, facts and opinions being foisted in at 
inappropriate places and consequently dislocating the sequence. The 
most conspicuous example occurs in §§ 120, 121, but there are others 
in §§ 6, το, 22 (see notes on these passages), and the exceedingly 
disjomted style which pervades the whole work can only be accounted 
for by the supposition of constant additions and interruptions, 

The recent work of scholars, and in particular of Diels, on the 
Greek Doxographers, has made us familar with the way in which 
works of this kind were constructed. They were in fact ‘ traditional 
books’: round the text would grow a collection of marginal notes, 
and each successive editor, incorporating almost at haphazard what he 
found, and adding perhaps further material of his own, would then 
publish hs own ‘edition’, Into this succession came Diogenes 
Laertius, who proceeded on the usual plan, or rather, engaged copyists 
to do it for him, for, as Usener warns us (p. xxn), ne seripsit guidem 
sed scribenda hbrarus commisit. Round the velustius tllud opus, guod 
Laeriit hbrarius exemplar fut (p. xxxv), itself a conglomeration, there 
had gathered marginal incrustations: sometimes, as in §§ 120, 121, 
we can peel these off: more often we are left with an inextricable 
confusion. The book 1s τῷ fact not an intellhgent compulation, but a 
growth, . 

It might reasonably be asked, What in that case ts τι8 value? When 
it has grown from so many sources, unknown to us, whose validity 
cannot now be estimated, what importance can be attached to its 
statements? The answer seems to be that it is of value, if used with 
discretion. In the first place there 1s no reason to doubt the main 
statements about Epicurus’ life. with the exception of one or two 
minor discrepancies as to dates, they tally well. In the second, the 
‘Life’ embodies a very considerable number of quotatfons from 
Epicurus’ writings, which, couched as they are in language very similar 
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to that of the Zesters, we may fairly accept: they are in many 
instances confirmed from other sources. Thirdly, the disjointed 
expositions of his doctrines, which again agree well on the whole 
with the Lesiers, may be regarded as giving us an occasional addition 
to our knowledge. Lastly, though this is less important, the long 
section on the abuse hurled at Epicurus and the replies (δὲ 3-12), 
together with his sporadic ciiticisms on other philosophers, give us an 
interesting, though unpleasant picture, of the methods of philosophic 
controversy in antiquity. In short, though the process of its construc- 
tion has made the book almost intolerable as literature, it has not 
impaired the value of its contents, if duly sifted and compared with 
what is otherwise known. 

The text of the book, as might be expected from its origin, is 
seriously corrupted, but the acumen of Usener did much to restore 1t, 
and it has been in my opinion greatly improved, often m the 
direction of a return to the MS. tradition, by the work of Bignone. 

§1 1. The date of Epicurus’ birth 1s placed in 341 or the end of 
342 B.C 

2. Γαργήττιος : Gargettus was one of the Attic demes. 

3- Μητρόδωρος : one of the principal personal disciples of Epicurus, 
for the celebration of whose memory Epicurus provides in his will. 
Certain fragments of his works remain (ed. Korte) 

4. Ἡρακλείδης : sc. Heraclides Lembos, who wrote an epitome of 
the διαδοχὴ τῶν φιλοσόφων Of Sotion of Alexandria. 

κληρουχησάντων ... Σάμον: the colonization of Samos by Athens 
took place in 352 or 351 B.c. Epicurus’ father had therefore probably 
been settled there about ten years before Epicurus was born. 

δ- ὀκτωκαιδεκέτη : sc. in 323 B.C. 

6. Ξενοκράτους : Xenocrates of Chalcedon (396-314 Bc.) was a 
personal fiiend of Plato and head of the Academy for twenty-five 
years. 

8. ἐκπεσόντων : sc. from Samos, whence the Athenians were driven 
out by Perdiccas in 322 Bc. 

§ 2. 2. μαθητὰς ἀθροίσαντα : both in Colophon and also, as we 
learn from § 15, in Lampsacus and Mitylene. 

ἐπανελθεῖν : in 307-306 B.C. 

3. κατ᾽ ἐπιμιξίαν τοῖς ἄλλοις : this is interesting, as Epicurus always 
professed his complete independence of all other philosophers. 

4. ἀποφαίνεσθαι, ‘expounded his doctrines’, ‘taught’; the MSS. 
are obviously corrupt here, but Usener’s emendation is highiy pro- 
bable: Kochalsky ingeniously reads ἀποστατεῖν, ‘separated from them’ 

αἵρεσιν, ‘sect’, ‘ school’, 

10. τὰ περὶ τοῦ παρ΄ Ἡσιόδῳ χάους : the notion is that Epicurus 
came on Hesiod’s description of the original Chaos in the course of 
his school reading, and finding that the schoolmasters could not 
explain it to him, determined to go to the philosophers. 

II. γραμματοδιδάσκαλον : the natural interpretation of the words is 
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that Epicurus himself was at some time or other a schoolmaster, 
possibly during the period at Colophon. Usener, however, on the 
ground of γραμμαδιδασκαλίδης in Timon’s verses below, believes that 
the reference is to Neocles, Epicurus’ father: if so, the statement has 
got misplaced. 

12. Anpoxpirou; there can be no doubt, in spite of Epicurus’ 
denials, that he obtained his physical philosophy from the Atomists, 
and in particular from Democritus. 

§ 3. 3 γραμμαδιδασκαλίδης : probably the word 1s not to be taken 
as a patronymic, but, as Bignone points out, in the generally con- 
temptuous sense in which these terminations are employed by the 
comedians. ‘teacher of infants’. 

ἀναγωγότατος, ‘stubborn’, ‘unmanageable’, a word frequently 
apphed to sl-trarned domestic animals. 

6. φιλόδημος " the Epicurean teacher of the last century of the 
Roman Republic, contemporary of Cicero and instructor of L. Piso, 
whose whitings have been partly recovered from Herculaneum Cicero 
draws a most unfavourable and probably unfair picture of him in the 
in Pisonem, c 28. 

8. ἐν Ὁμοίοις : a very probable restoration for ἐν νόμοις. The work 
would have been a collection of historical parallels and comcidences, 

9. Διότιμος : Athenaeus xin, 611b speaks of a Theotimus who wrote 
a slanderous treatisc against Epicurus, who may be the same person 
as this Diotrmus. 

§ 4. 1. Ποσειδώνιος : the philosopher who succeeded Panaetius as 
the popular exponent of Stoicism at Rome and was Cicero's chief 
authonty for the Stoic position. Bignone points out that οἱ περί τῷ 
philosophic phraseology often denotes the original authority for a 
statement and the intermediate sources of information . so here it may 
mean ‘ Posidonius and his successors’. 

2. ἐν τοῖς δώδεκα... τῆς εἰκάδος : a very vexcd clause. The MSS. 
have ἐν rots δώδεκα... ἃἅ ἐστι mept τοῖς x6. Usener, whom I follow, 
keeps the MS. text at the beginning and adopts at the end Hibner’s 
emendation περὶ τῆς εἰκάδος. ‘in the twelve books of the work entitled 
““The Arguments of Diocles ”, which are about the Twentieth ’, 1.e. the 
Epicurean festjval held on the twentieth of each month in com- 
memoration of the Founder. This is a rather bold conjecture, but not 
improbable. " Bignone objects that it 1s improbable that any author 
would devote twelve books to the Epicurean festival, and accepting 
Gassendi’s emendation ἐν τῷ δωδεκάτῳ (B reads δωδεκάτω), proposes at 
the end ἅ ἐστι ὃ πρὸς τοῖς Κ, ‘which runs to twenty-four books’. But 
(1) wept τῆς εἰκάδος might well be taken as the tule given to the 
portion of Sotion’s work dealing with Epicureanism, which would be 
not unlikely to occupy twelve books ; (2) the comment which Bignone 
restores, that the Arguments of Diocles consisted of twenty-four books 
is wholly irrelevant and surely a most improbable parenthesis. ᾿ 

4. καὶ γὰρ σὺν τῇ μητρὶ. ἀναγινώσκειν ; seeing that jhis is the 
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precise charge made by Demosthenes (de Cor. 258) against Aeschines, 
it may well be discounted as a commonplace of abuse. 

ἡ. Λεοντίῳ : one of the most prominent of Epicurus’ disciples, the 
recognized companion of Metrodorus (see § 23). She appears to 
have been a woman of ability and learning. 

8. τὰ δὲ Δημοκρίτου : though no doubt Democritus’ work was the 
basis of Epicurus’ physics, he made many great changes in the theory 
of the atomists, in particular in his insistence on the truth of αἴσθησις 
as the basis of all inquiry. 

καὶ ᾿Αριστίππου - still less is it true that Epicurus adopted the 
pleasure-theory of Aristippus, the founder of the Cyrenaics. Epicurus 
regarded the absence of pain as complete pleasure, while the Cyrenaic 
theory took absence of pain to be itself indifferent, and regarded as 
the end the accumulation of moments of intense pleasure (μονόχρονος 
ἡδονήν), such as Epicurus strongly deprecated as involving ταραχή. 

10. Τιμοκράτης, brother of Metrodorus, was a disciple who subse- 
quently deserted the school (see ὃ 23); Ἡρόδοτος, the disciple to whom 
the first letter is addressed. 

12, Παιᾶνα, the title of Apollo, the Healer: see below ὃ 5. 3. 

§ δ. τ. "iSopevda; fragments of several letters to him from Epicurus 
are preserved ( /rs. 26-30). 

ἄκπυστα ... ποιήσαντας. it is not known what secrets they divulged, 
but 1t would be in accordance with Epicurus’ views of the walue of 
friendship to forgive them. " 

2. αὐτὸ τοῦτο can hardly mean here ‘for this very reason ’, but more 
likely idiomatically ‘all the same’. 

3. Παιὰν ἄναξ ( /r. 32): here an exclamation, not a vocative. One 
wonders whether the use of the same exclamation gave nse to the 
idea of Epicurus’ flattery of Mithres mentioned above § 4. 12. 

4. κροτοθορύβου : a facetious and playful word. 

ἐνέπλησας is quoted by Suidas in his note on κροτοθόρυβος and is 
probably nght as against the ἐνέπλησεν of the MSS. “ 

5. Θέμιστα (/r. 25) was the wife of Leonteus of Lampsacus, ἡ 
to whom Epicurus dedicated one of his works: see § 28. 

4. τρικύλιστος. again colloquial, ‘ with a hop, skip, and a jump’, or 
‘in my seven-leagued boots ’. a 

8. Πυθοκλέα (_/r. 34), to whom the second letter is addressed. 

10. νομίζει αὐτῇ παραινεῖν is the reading of the MSS., ‘he thinks 
that he is giving her advice’. This cannot be right, but no emenda- 
tion yet proposed seems satisfactory. Usener’s suggestions ὀνομάζει 
αὐτὴν éraipay or ᾿Αριάγνην are too far from the text, as 15 Kochalsky’s 
νομίζει αὐγὴν παρενεῖναι. Bignone following the suggestion of the 
edtho princeps would read νομίζει αὐτὴν περαΐνειν in an obscene sense, 
and explains that Epicurus’ expressions of tender affection were so 
exaggerated that they might be so described by a malicious critic. 
But this does not seem convincing. What is required is some ex- 
aggerated expression of flattery like those in the‘other quotations : 
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ὀνομάζει αὐτήν i8 likely to be right, and the missing word should be 
ἃ proper name implying a flattering comparison. 

δ 6. 3. οὐ γὰρ ἔγωγε... (7. 10). There is no reason to doubt the 
genuineness of the quotation, but its citation without context and the 
interpretation put on it are malicious and quite misleading. Epicurus 
must not be supposed to have recommended all these pleasures ; the 
sentence should be read in connexion with such passages as Zp. 
ad Men § 129, where he says that all pleasures are good, but not all 
to be chosen (aiperad), or expressly goes on in ὃ 130 to exclude the 
pemeret of the table because they are not pure, but bring pain with 

m. 

4. ἀφαιρῶν δὲ τὰς... Possibly Meibom’s insertion of καὶ before 
τάς would make it a little clearer and more in Epicurus’ manner, but 
it 18 not necessary. 

5. τὰς διὰ μορφῆς, ‘ the pleasures arising from shape’, that is to say, all 
the pleasures of sight : it need not be confined, as Kochalsky supposes, 
to the appreciation of artistic work any more than τὰς δι᾿ ἀκροαμάτων 
refers only to the pleasures of music. μορφῆς 15 rightly restored from 
Athenaeus, the gen. sing. being corrupted in the MSS. to other cases. 

6. Παιδείαν δὲ πᾶσαν. .. (/r. 33). Again the meaning of the 
quotation 15 shghtly distorted. Epicurus always claimed independence 
of all the other philosophical schools, but 1s probably thinking here 
rather of the normal Athenian education in literature and music, 
‘culture’. 

τἀκάτιον ἀράμενος 15 a brilliant restoration of Gassendi of hopeless 
corruptions in the MSS. 

ἡ. Ἐπίκτητος, who would naturally attack Epicurus as part of the 
Stoic polemic. 

10, δὶς αὐτὸν... ἀπὸ τρυφῆς : this is probably pure slander, and if 
it has any foundation, may be explained by Epicurus’ weak health. 

L2. Thy μυστικὴν ἐκείνην συνδιαγωγήν : this 1s interesting as probably 
indicating that there was an element of an initiate commumty in 
Epicurus’ school. 

§ 7.1. πολλὰ... ἠγνοηκέναι : once again, Epicurus’ detachment 
from other schools of thought. His ignorance was probably less than 
he would have Jiked it to be thought. 

ἃ. τό τε σῶμα ἔλεεινῶς διακεῖσθαι: Bignone quotes evidence from 
the Herculahean writings of Epicurus’ bodily infirmiues, which is also 
supported by Plutarch, contr. Epic. Beat. 16. 

4. μνᾶν. .. ἡμερησίαν: possibly this was for the support of the 
whole community. 

6. ἐν ταῖς πρὸς τοὺς ἐν Μυτιλήνῃ φιλοσόφους. Crinert thinks that 
this 18 the ἐπιστολὴ περὶ ἐπιτηδευμάτων (Usener 171, 172): if 80, 
we ought perhaps to accept the correction of Menagius ἐν τῇ. 

ἡ. Mappdpiov: the name has been restored from Pinlodemus in the 
Herculanean Rolls: VA i. 149. 

9. ταὐτὰ λέγειν, “he repeats himself’: Kiihn’s ταὐτά for the ταῦτα of 
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the MSS, may certainly be accepted, but it is hardly necessary with 
Usener to insert re after ταὐτὰ and cut out τὰ πλεῖστα after Ναυσιφάνει. 
The inelegant repetition of τὰ πλεῖστα is not inconsistent with Diogenes’ 
usual style. 

10. Ναυσιφάνει: Nausiphanes of Teos was a pupil of Democritus, 
who continued the tradition of the atomic school. It is tolerably 
certain that Epicurus Jearnt much from him, but he always professes 
his independence and treats Nausiphanes with scorn. 

11. ἀλλ᾽ ἴτωσαν (77. 17) is a brillant restoration of Usener’s for 
ἀλλ᾽ εἴτως ἀλλ᾽ (B) and other hopeless corruptions in the MSS. It 1s 
certainly better than Stephanus’ correction ἀλλ᾽ εἴ tis ἄλλος εἶχε 
κἀκεῖνος. Kochalsky, believing the MSS. εἴτως to be composed of the 
two final syllables of λέξει and οὕτως, accidentally omitted and written 
in the margin, would read the whole passage καὶ αὐτῇ λέξει φάσκειν 
οὕτως, ᾿Αλλ᾽ εἶχε κἀκεῖνος. 

εἶχε... ὠδίνων τὴν... καύχησιν : Usener compares Iulian. Zp. 59 
νυνὶ δ᾽ ὥσπερ ὠδίνων τὴν καθ᾽ ἡμῶν λοιδοραν ἀθρόαν ἐξέχεας. 

§ 8. 3. διδάσκαλον ὑ7τι 21) is the reading in all the MSS., and 
Bignone has shown, I think, that it may be kept: ‘he called me 
sarcastically, ‘‘ The Master”.’ There would be considerable point in 
such a sarcasm from a master to a very obstinate and independent 
pupil, and there is the same kind of irony in Epicurus’ use of the 
epithet χρυσοῦς below for Plato. Kochalsky would read ἀποκαλεῖν 
διδάσκαλόν (μου éavrdv), but this would be feeble, and further ἀποκαλεῖν 
which always has an abusive sense would be inappropriate. Usener’s 
conjecture 1s also unnecessary. 

πλεύμονα, ‘mollusc’, the pulmo marius. Bignone compares Plat. 
Phileb 21 c ζῆν δὲ οὐκ ἀνθρώπου βίον, ἀλλά τινος πλεύμονος ἢ τῶν ὅσα 
θαλάττια per’ ὀστρείνων ἔμψυχά ἐστι σωμάτων. 

Sext. Emp. adv. Mash. 1. 3, quotes Epicuius’ application of the 
epithet to Nausiphanes and adds ὡς ἀναίσθητον, which gives the point, 
and makes impossible the inte pretation ‘lung ’, i.e. ‘ braggart’, 

δ: Διονυσοκόλακας, because of Plato’s relations to Dionysius of 
Syracuse. 

Χρυσοῦν, obviously a sarcastic epithet, like διδάσκαλον above. 
Bignone believes that there is a reference to the golden age and would 
take it to mean ‘simpleton’: he adds that it applies to Plato’s use of 
myths and belief in immortality. Is it not more probable ‘that it refers 
to the division of the classes m Rep. 415 a? Epicurus speaks of Plato 
ironically as the ‘golden philosopher ’, who himself of course belonged 
to the highest class, 

6. (ὅν), a necessary insertion by Hermann, 

7. στρατεύεσθαι : contemptuously. There seems no need to accept 
Usener’s suggestion τερατεύεσθαι, ‘he dealt in magic’, though no 
doubt it would go better with φαρμακοπωλεῖν. 

8. Ay Sate διδάσκειν : just asin § 3 Epicurus is called γραμμαδι- 
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9. κυκητήν, ‘the muddler’ in reference to Heraclitus’ well-known 
obscurity, which an opponent might regard as confusion of thought. 
Compare his nickname ὁ σκοτεινός and Lucr. i. 639 ‘clarus ob obscuram 
linguam ’. 

Napsenaae’ of course a feeble pun. Bignone notes however that 
elsewhere Epicurus speaks with respect of Democritus, from whom he 
certainly learnt his atomic theories. ; 

10. Σαννίδωρον : cf. σάννας, ‘zany’, n Cratinus, Jacer/. 33 and 
σαννίων in a simmiar sense in Arr. Epictet. mi. 22. 83. 

Κυνικούς is probably the right restoration of the Κυζηνεκούς of the 
MSS. Gassendi suggested Κυρηναικούς, but the epithet would be very 
inapplicable to them. 

11. τοὺς Siahexrixods, ‘the logicians’, those who believed, as Ep:- 
curus did not, im the value of logic and dialectic. Possibly more 
definitely ‘the Academics’ as the inheritors of Plato’s διαλεκτική. 

πολυφθόρους seems a safe correction of πολυφθονεροὺς, Of which it 
is difficult to make any satisfactory sense. 

Πύρρωνα: Pyrrhus of Elis (c. 365-275 B.c.), who afler some 
acquaintance with atomism, took up the attitude of a sceptic and was the 
founder of the sceptic tradition. Hus moral ideal of ἀπαθία was closely 
akin to Epicurus’ ἀταραξία and may have influenced him. 

§ 9, 1, τῷ γὰρ ἀνδρί: Gassendi’s correction of the MSS, reading 
τῶν yap ἀνδρῶν seems necessary, and 1s supported by the note in the 
margin of B yp. τοῦ yap ἀνδρός. 

2. ἡ ... πατρίς : sc. Athens, where he was born. 

5: Tats Soypanixais αὐτοῦ σειρῆσι προσκατασχεθέντες : a strong 
phrase. The faithfulness of the Epicurean school to the exact 
doctrines of the master was nolorious and comes out strongly in 
Lucretius, 

6. Μητροδώρου τοῦ Στρατονικέως. This Metrodorus was of course 
not Metrodorus of Lampsacus, Epicurus’ most faithful disciple, but 
apparently a pupil of Apollodorus who 15 mentioned in § 25. 

πρὸς Καργεάδην ἀποχωρήσαντος : 1.6, the famous Carneades of a 
century later, who was head of the New Academy. 

8. ἦ τε διαδοχὴ... ἐς ἀεὶ Siapdvouca. The conunuity of the Epicu- 
rean school night through the classical period is notorious, though an 
even greater claim might be made 1n the Roman era for the Stoics, 

9. νηρίθμους. the authority of the MSS. seems to be in favour of 
this spelling as against the more normal ἀνηρίθμους. 

ἀπολύουσα, ‘producing’, a rather unexpected word, which 1s however 
used in medical wntings of child-birth. 

§ 10. 1. πρὸς τοὺς γονέας, and especially towards his mother 
Chaerestrata. The letter in the fragment (ix) of Diogenes of 
Oenoanda, which was orginally supposed to be one of Epicurus’ to 
his mother, is more probabiy, as William thinks, a letter of Dio- 
genes’ own. 
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. THE... πρὸς θεοὺς ὁσιότητος. For Epicurns’ piety see Zp. ad 
Ms §1aqand /r. 57. It was probably a quite genuine religious 
feeling that the ἀταραξία of the gods could communicate itself to men 
in their devotions. 

7. ὑπερβολῇ γὰρ ἐπιεικείας... ἥψατο. The true reason for Epicurus’ 
abstention fran political hfe ‘was probably not his own ‘ excessive 
modesty’, but his strong conviction that politics were destructive of 
ἀταραξία and therefore to be avoided: cf. K. A. vit. 

χαλεπωτάτων ... τὴν Ἑλλάδα: this refers no doubt to the state of 
Athens during the blockade by Demetrius of Phalerum in 295 B.c., 
when Athens was reduced almost to starvation, Plutarch, V2#, Demefr. 
34, says that Epicurus rationed his disciples on a few beans daily. 

9. εἰς τοὺς : there seems no reason to follow Usener in omiiting eis 
which is read by all the MSS, Part of a letter to a child wntten 
apparently on one of these visits is preserved (/7. 35). 

- φησιν]. Usener was probably hatte in excluding these 
wards as a note by a Scholiast: it 18 impossible to fit them into the 
text satisfactorily. 

811. 6. ὕδατι μόνον... «: οὗ 37. 37. 

Πέμψον po. . .:. 39. 

η, κυϑριδίου is the Ionic form of χυτρίδιον. In the geniuve it must be 
adjectival ‘ potted cheese’, but there is much to be said for the reading 
κυθρίδιον, ‘a small pot of cheese’, 

§12. 2. ἄπληστοι seems a necessary correction of Usener’s; daAx- 
στον is hardly possible, either with κέρδος or adverbially with ἄρχετε. 

3, 4. This is Epicurus’ doctrine that pleasure has a πέρας, namely 
the removal of pain: cf. K. A. iii and 2%. ad Men. § 131. 

8. ῥητῶν has the better MS. authonty, but possibly ῥημάτων is the 
more natural word to use. 

10. ᾿Αναξαγόραν : Epicurus would be in agreement with Anaxagoras 
in holding that the original φύσις Was not one continuous substance, 
but innumerable ‘ seeds’, but violently opposed to his supposition that 
there were heterogeneous ‘seeds’ corresponding to every individual 
thing. 

᾿Αρχέλαον : Archelaus is said to have been a pupil of Anaxagoras 
and the teacher of Socrates, and may have hada special attraction for 
Epicurus in that A combined the study of ethics with that of physics. 

Ir. ἀγύμναϊε δέ... .: compare, for instance, his ingtruction to 
Herodotus to neta the doctrines by heart, Ep. i, § 36. 

δ 13. 3. Πραξιφάνους, a Peripatetic and pup:l of Theophrastus, 

4. Λεύκιππον, the undoubted founder of the atomic school, and 
teacher of Democritus, who took over and greatly elaborated the theory. 
Epicurus’ dental of his existence was probably a playful form of his 
assertion of independence. 

7, Zevoxpdrous : see § 1 note. 

9. λέξει κυρίᾳ must surely mean ‘ ordinary, current speech’, and not, 
as Bignone interprets it ‘propmeta di vocaboli’. It was one of the 
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points of the Canon that the ‘first word’, 1.e. the most obvious term 
should always be used (Zp. ad Ht. § 38), but in carrying out his 
principle Epicurus, though he avoided the technical phraseolozy of 
other philosophers, certainly created a terminology which may well be 
described as ἰδιωτάτη and was not always σαφής. 

10. ἰδιωτάτη, ‘most special or pecuhar’ to himself. It seems un- 
necessary to emend to ἰδιωτικὴ or ἰδιωτικωτάτη. 

11x. ἀξιοῖ, . ἀπαιταῖν, ‘he claims to demand’, i.e. requires of orators. 
He urged that the orator should aim at the same cadjve which he 
practised himself. This seems quite good sense and would not be 
improved by Usener’s suggestion ἀπαιτῶν, ‘he claims for himself when 
he demands of others’, or by Cobet’s ἀσκεῖν, ‘he claims to practise’. 
It is far more probable that the περὶ ‘Pyropixys contained ‘a demand 
for clearness from orators than any claim to clearness in his own 
writings. 

§14 τ. ἀντὶ τοῦ Χαίρειν : this may have been a mere idiosyncrasy, 
but more hkely that Epicurus on his own view of pleasure regarded 
ὁ reyorcing’ as excessive and inconsistent with true pleasure, and there- 
fore substituted expressions more consistent with his own ideal. It is 
hardly necessary to insert γράφει after χαίρειν with Usener or γράφειν after 
πράττειν with Kochalsky, constructing it with the previous sentence. 

3. ᾿Αρίστων : the MSS. have ἄριστον" οἱ, for which Cobet, seeing 
that this must stand for the name of some wniter proposed "Apiorwy $ 
Bignone wishing further to account for of m the MSS. would read 
᾿Αρίστων ὁ π(εριπατητικός). In vii. 164 Diog. Laert. speaks of ἕτερος 
᾿Αρίστων ᾿Αλεξανδρεὺς περιπατητικός and it is very probable that a 
Peripatetic philosopher, who 1s otherwise known to have written philo- 
sophy and history, should have made this charge of plagiarism against 
Epicurus. There seems no reason to go so far from the MSS. as 
Usener’s ᾿Αντίγονος or his other proposal Καρύστιος. 

τὸν Kavéva. see Ep. ad Hat. § 35, 36. 

5. Παμφίλου : Pamphilus is also mentioned by Suidas as one of the 
teachers of Epicurus. 

4. δύο πρὸς τοῖς τριάκοντα : it would appear from other sources that 
Epicurus was thirty-five when he set up his school in Athens, but he 
had previously taught in Lampsacus and Mitylene. See the next 
paragraph. 

δ τὸ τρίτον. . . δλυμπιάδος : ie. the end of 342 or the beginning 
of 341 BC. 

§ 15. 2. δύο καὶ τριάκοντα, i.e. 310 B.c., bul if he was five years 
teaching in Lampsacus and Mitylene, this would put his coming 
to Athens in 305, whereas on other grounds (see § 2) it seems best 
to date this in 307-306. Possibly he began his teaching in Asia earlier 
or did not continue it for so long, but the point is not of much 
importance. 

ἃ. οὕτως, ‘after that’. 

4. τὸ δεύτερον... ὀλυμπιάδος, i.e. 270 B.C. 
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7. Ἕρμαρχον : for his succession to the headship of the school see 
Epicurus’ will (§ 17). 

§ 16. 4. Χαίρετε. . . This poem has been included in the Palasine 
Anthology, vii. 106, though it seems hardly worthy of a place there: it 
is poor doggerel and may therefore be rendered by such. 

§: todos; Usener’s conjecture, is much better than οἷσιν found infand 
the Anthology, a substantive is badly needed 11 is not easy to account 
for the πρῶτος or πρῶτον of the MSS., of which no sense can be made 

6. ἐληλύθεεν is the rather odd form preferred by Usener. The MSS, 
point to ἐσήλυθε and the metre might then be put straight by καὶ τόν, 
as in f and the Anthology: but the article is not needed and would be 
strange. 

8. (δὲν, a necessary addition to answer μέν. 

9. The will of Epicurus 1s an interesting document, showing his care 
for the preservation of the garden and for the continuance of the 
school, and his interest in his friends and disciples. It 1s said to 
be drawn up in better form than most of the philosophers’ wills which 
have been preserved, but behtnd the legal phraseology one may detect 
the rather loose rambling style which we associate with Epicurus, and 
which may be taken as evidence of its genuineness. 

12. ἕν τῷ Μητρῴῳ: the Metroum was the office of the state- 
archives. 

817. 2 Ἑρμάρχῳ this provision practically appomts Hermarchus 
as head of the school. ξ 

3 ᾿Αγεμόρτου. the MS. reading ἀγεμάρχου is merely due to the 
neighbouring Ἑρμάρχῳ and the name may be restored with certainty 
from other places in the L2/e 

8. αὐτῶν : sc. of Amynomachus and Timocrates: the legal heirs are 
to act with the successors in the school. 

ἐν ᾧ ἄν ποτε τρόπῳ is an almost certain restoration for the MS. text 
ἐν ᾧ ἂν ἀποτρέπω : f has ἐν ᾧ ἂν τρόπῳ which points to it 

9. διατηρῶσιν: the subjunctive seems necessary in spite of the 
unanimous optative of the MSS. 

10. παραδίδωσιν seems (o be the word indicated by the MS, varia- 
tions: Usener on the ground of the accent in most of the copies, 
prefers the aorist παραδῶσιν. ‘ 

§18 3. évaylopara: the customary offermgs at the tomb of the 
dead: cf. the Roman festival of the Parentalia. ᾿ 

5. Τῇ προτέρᾳ δεκάτῃ: sc δεκάτῃ ἱσταμένου as opposed to δεκάτῃ 
φθίνοντος Cic. de Fim. 31. τοι ff makes a severe attack on Epicurus 
for these provisions for the celebration of his memory: zd fes/imonzo 
cavebtt 1s gui nobis quast oraculum edideril nihil ad nos pertinere post 
mortem? The answer would probably be that Epicurus did not 
suppose that such celebrations would affect him, but thought it would 
be valuable to the coming generations of his disciples to keep his 
memory fresh. From the festival on the zoth Athenaeus says that the 
Epicureans were known as the εἰκαδισται, 
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8. μνήμην was restored by Aldobrandinus from the corresponding 
words of Cic, loc. cit., uf ef sue ef Metrodor: memoria colatur. I agree 
with Bignone that it 1s unnecessary to go farther with Usener and 
change κατατεταγμένην to κατὰ τὰ τεταγμένα. 

ξ 19. 4. τῆς θυγατρὸς τῆς Μητροδώρου " the daughter of Metrodorus 
and Leontion, whose name was apparently Danae 

§ 20. 2. μετὰ rod: some of the MSS. read μετ᾽ αὐτοῦ. Possibly 
per’ αὐτοῦ τοῦ may be the ongin of both readings. 

τοῦ συγκαταγεγηρακότος ἡμῖν ἐν φιλοσοφίᾳ : this expression 1s very 
charactenstic οἵ Epicurus. Cf Ep. ad Men. § 122 μήτε γέρων ὑπάρ- 
χων κοπιάτω φιλοσοφῶν and farther on ὥστε φιλοσοφητέον καὶ νέῳ καὶ 
γέροντι, τῷ μὲν ὅπως γηράσκων νεάζῃ. .. 

6. ἀπὸ τῶν ὑπαρχόντων : 1.6. from the capital as opposed to the 
Interest (πρόσοδοι) 

8. χρείαν ἐν τοῖς ἰδίοις παρεσχημένοι : for an example of an appeat 
by Epicurus for such assistance see /7. 26 πέμπε οὖν ἀπαρχὰς ἡμῖν εἰς 
τὴν τοῦ ἱεροῦ σώματος θεραπείαν ὑπέρ τε αὑτοῦ καὶ τέκνων. 

11. παρὰ, Usener, 1s a rather violent correction for the MS. ἐπὶ, but 
it seems necessary. 

ὃ 21. 2. ἐὰν δέ τι τῶν ἀνθρωπίνων .. γένηται, the regular Greek 
penphrasis to avoid the mention of death (cf. /r. 36). γένηται ts only 
tread by F, but 1s more natural than the pres. subj. which 1s given in the 
other MSS. 

6. ὧν has more MS. support than ὡς, adopted by Usener, and as it 
will make good sense, should be preferred. 

4. ὅπως ἄν is Usener’s correction of the MS. ὅπως δή. dy seems 
necessary according to Eprcurus’ usage, but the change 15 violent. 

9 ἐλευθέραν is the natural word and has considerable MS. authonity, 
but there 1s strange variation. Usener reads ἐλευθερίᾳ, but the strange- 
ness of the expression and its position immedhately after the straight- 
forward ἐλεύθερον make 1t improbable. 

ὃ 22. τ. The extract from the letter to Idomeneus 18 a manifest in- 
sertion : in an earlier form of the ‘ Life’ καὶ διέθετο μὲν ὧδε Must have 
immediately followed the will, 

πρὸς ᾿Ιδομενέα (_/r. 30): the letter 1s also quoted with some vania- 
tions by Cic. ge #22 li. 30. 96, but as addressed to Hermarchus, 

2. καὶ ἅμα τελευτῶντες, ‘even though dying at the same time’, but 
the expression is a hutle strange, especially coming inside τὴν μακαρίαν 
ἄγοντες... ἡμέραν. Cicero has cum ageremus vilae beatum et eundem 
supremum diem, whence Davis has conjectured τελευταίαν for redev- 
τῶντες, which would certainly make the construction easier. 

3. ἀγράφομεν : a normal epistolary imperfect. 

παρηκολούθει, imperf. seems more probable than the MS. pluperf. 
παρηκολονυθήκει. 

8. διέθετο, a necessary correction of ἔθετο : see § 16. 9. 

LI. Mytpé8upor ... Λαμμακηνόν. The text is uncertain here: the 
MSS. seem to point to Μητρόδωρον ᾿Αθηναῖον ἢ Τιμοκράτην καὶ Ξάνδην 
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ὄν. The researches of Duening (de Metrodort Epicurer 
vita ef scripits) seem to show that Metrodorus’ father’s name was either 
Athenaeus or Timocrates: we should then emend as in the text and 
take Sande to be the name of his mother. But (a) ἑλλογί points 
to the mention of more than one person here ; (4) the sentence ἔσχε δὲ 
nal... Τιμοκράτην, ὃ 23 7,1mphes a previous mention of Timocrates ; 
(c) there is some authonty (ἢ for καί instead of #. It is therefore 
ssible that the sentence originally ran Myrpddwpov καὶ Τιμοκράτην 
᾿Αϑηναίον καὶ Xdvdns Λαμψακηνούς" (καὶ Myrpddwp)os ἀφ᾽ οὗ... 

Σάνδης seems a strange mame and possibly we should accept 
Gomperz’s conjecture Κασσάνδρας. 

13. εἷς τὴν οἰκείαν : sc.to Lampsacus. Cobet’s restoration of οἰκίαν 
of the MSS. may be taken to be certain. 

§ 23. 1. ἀγαθὸς πάντα ΙΒ ἃ quite natural construction and the insertion 
of κατά with P*H 18 unnecessary. 

2. ἂν προηγουμέναις γραφαῖς is rightly interpreted by Bignone to 
mean ‘in prologues or prefaces to his writings‘, where he might well 
mention Metrodorus. It appears, for instance, that the 28th book of 
the wept φύσεως was dedicated to Metrodorus (Vol. Herc. vi, /r. 45). 

γραφαῖς again a necessary correction by Usener of γράφει. 

δ. ἀκατάπληκτος : the majority of the MSS. have the curious error 
ἀκατάληπτος, perhaps because it was a familiar technical word in the 
writings of Epicurus. 

ΣΙ, ἄσχε δὲ... Τιμοκράτην : if we adopt Usener’s text in ὃ 22. 11, 
we should also follow his suggestion (/a/rod. xxvi) that this sentence 
should be put in brackets as interrupting the account of Metrodorus. 
If on the other hand we suppose that Timocrates was mentioned 
in the first sentence of the paragraph, we must find room for this 
sentence somewhere, perhaps after the list of Metrodorus’ writings. 

ὃ 24. 6. Moddawos, whose memory Epicurus in his will (ὃ 18) 
enjoined on his disciples to preserve. 

ἡ. φιλικός, ‘fnendly, amiable‘: there seems no reason to adopt 
Cobet’s φιληκόος. 

Φιλόδημον : see note on § 3. 

§ 85. τ. ἐπιστολικὰ, probably ‘treatises in the form of letters". 

2. μαθημάτων, ‘science’, is a brilliant and fairly certain emendation 
of Casaubon’s for μαθητῶν. 

6. Κωλώτης was a devoted disciple of Epicurus, to whom 3s addressed 
an extant fragment of a letter of the master (/7. 31). He wrote 
a treatise to show that it was impossible to live according to the precepts 
of any of the other philosophers, to which Plutarch wrote in reply the 
adversus Coloten, which is one of our sources for knowledge of the 
Epicurean morals, 

7. Πολύστρατος : a work of his entitled περὶ ἀλόγου καταφρονήσεως 
‘was discovered at Herculaneum. 

9. Κηποτύραννος : probably a name given him by his opponents. 

11. Ζήνων was the master of Philodemus. 
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§ 26. τ, Διογένης of Tarsus wrote an abridgement of Epicurus’ 
ethics and also the ἐπίλεκτοι σχολαΐί here mentioned, probably a 
collection of philosophical dissertations. 

§. τέταρτος 15 a little odd (it includes Epicurus himself), but it is 
unnecessary to change the text to τρίτος. 

7- κύλινδροι are the rolls made by fastening the papyrus pages 
together, and, though there was some vanation, the average length in 
Pliny’s time was twenty sheets, but earlier the rolls were larger. 

2 αὐτοῦ : a good emendation of Cobet’s for the almost meaningless 
ανται. 

11. εἰ ydp te... Usener is of opinion that the following quotation 
comes from Clitomachus, not from Carneades. 

12. φιλονεικεῖ : the present is unusual after ei and opt., and Casau- 
bon’s ἐφιλονείκει 15 attractive. But there are historic presents or 
perfects all round, so that it 1s best to retain the present here. 

$27. 3. e«laxe: a very brilliant restoration of Cobet’s for the 
meaningless εἷλκε. 

10. φυγῶν is Gassendi’s certain correction of the MS. φύτων. 

ὃ 28. 3. περὶ τῆς ἐν τῇ ἀτόμῳ γωνίας : this work must have dealt with 
the doctrine of the ‘least parts’ or πέρατα in the atom; see AP, ad Hat. 
δὲ 56 ff.; Lucr. i 599. 

5. περὶ εἰδώλων" sc. the ‘images’ by which sight took place. cf. 
Ep, ad Hat & 49 ff.; Lucr. Bk. IV 

ἢ. νόσων is Gassendi’s emendation for vorwy which Usener retains. 
But ‘maxims about south-winds’ are very improbable, and one of the 
Herculanean papyrn refers to an Epicurean work, περὶ νόσων καὶ 
θανάτου. 

11, ἃ must be right: the MSS. have the extraordinary reading μίαν, 
which it 1s hard to account for. 

§ 29 3. κἂν: Usener’s restoration for κἀμέ, which cannot be nght. 

4. ἥτις .. Πυθοκλέα - there must be an omission owing to the 
clauses of similar form and the loss can be supplied with certainty. 

§ 80. 2. ἐφόδους : probably not ‘introduction’, as Bignone translates 
it, but rather the ‘ method of approach’ to the Epicurean philosophy. 
It is in the Canoncon, for example, that we should find the insistence on 
the supremacy of αἴσθησις. 

5. κατὰ στοιχεῖον, ‘in an abndged form’. The expression is not 
unnatural, ‘and Usener’s suggestion κατεστοιχειωμένον, though it would 
express it better, is unnecessary. The reference 1s surely to such 
letters as the three which Diogenes has given us, and not, as Cronert 
supposed, to any regular series of letters containing epitomes. 

ὃ BL. 1. «τὴν διαλεκτικὴν. . . ἀποδοκιμάζουσι. The Epicureans 
rejected both the Platonic dialectic and the Aristotelian logic on the 
ground that they both implied argument based on words and led away 
from the true basis of αἴσθησις. 

παρέλκουσαν, ‘misleading ’. Both Bignone and Kochalsky translate 
‘superfluous’, a sense which the word has in later Grgek. They 
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are no doubt influenced by the following ἀρκεῖν γάρ, but the more 
original meaning of the word is here stronger and better. Logic to the 
Epicurean is not only unnecessary : it 1s actively deceptive. 

2. κατὰ τοὺς τῶν πραγμάτων φθόγγους, ‘in accordance with the voices 
of things’, i.e. with what things tell us themselves by 1mmediate 
perception without the interpretation of δόξα, Bignone compares 
K. A. xxxvii τοῖς μὴ φωναῖς κεναῖς ἑαυτοὺς συνταράττουσιν ἀλλ᾽ εἰς τὰ 
πράγματα βλέπουσιν, and Lucr. i. 931 ‘denique si vocem rerum natura 
repente mittat’ (which 1s rather far from the notion here). The idea 
is akin to that in Zp. ad Hat ὃ 37. 6 τὰ ὑποτεταγμένα τοῖς φθόγγοις... 
δεῖ εἰληφέναι. 

8. ἐν... τῷ Κανόνι : in the extant works of Epicurus the nearest 
passages are “p. ad Hdt. §§ 38 (which comes closest to an exposition 
of the Canon), 51, 82, and K A. xxiv: see notes there, and Appendix 
to the letter to Herodotus, p. 259 In the first and last of these pas- 
sages Epicurus comes at any rate very near including the ἐπιβολὴ τῆς 
διανοίας among the κριτήρια of truth. 

4. καὶ προλήψεις, ‘the general concepts’ formed by a combination 
of αἰσθήσεις : cf. Lp. ad Hdt. § 72, and note there. Gassend: would 
insert τάς before προλήψεις, but it 1s possible that αἰσθήσεις and 
προλήψεις are grouped closely together as the κριτήρια of knowledge 
and ra πάθη added separately as the κριτήριον in the moral sphere. 

5. καὶ τὰς φανταστικὰς ἐπιβολὰς τῆς διανοίας, ‘the intuitive appre- 
hensions of the mind’, the apprehensions which consist τῇ grasping an 
image. For fuller discussion see K A. xxivnote and Appendix, p 259. 

6. (adds): an addition suggested by Grussani in his notes, seems 
necessary to bring out the sense. Besides the Ep:cureans Epicurus 
himself gives some countenance for the inclusion of ἐπιβολὴ τῆς 
διανοίας among the κριτήρια of truth, The reference 1s piobably to 
Lp. ad Hat. ὃ 38 and K. A. xxiv. Possrbly, as Bignone suggests, 
Epicurus did not include ἐπιβολή in the Canon, but later on put it in 
with the other κριτήρια. 

8. ἄλογος. 1.6. αἴσθησις carries 1s own conviction of truth without 
reasoning or Calculation, it 1s immediate. Nor is it μνήμης δεκτική: 
one sensation gains nothing 1n truth, though :t may in imterpretation, 
from the recollection of another. It cannot be started by itself, but only 
by an outside object, and when it 15 so started it cannot of itself add to 
or remove anything from the data of the sensation. 

g. ὑφ᾽ αὑτῆς 1s only read by ΕἾ, but seems obviously right. 

δύναται, Gassendi, is a necessary correction of ἀδυνατεῖ of the MSS. 

10. οὐδὲ ἔστι τὸ δυνάμενον αὐτὰς διελέγξαι, κτὰ. This idea recurs in 
K. Δ. xxui and xxiv, and 1s elaborated by Lucretius in iv. 482 ff. 

δ 32. 1. ὁμογενὴς : the MSS. have ὁμογένεια, which is improbable as 
an adjectival form, and may well have arisen from the neighbouring 
ἀνομογένεια. Seeing that just below they are divided between ὁμογενῆ 
and ὁμογένειαν, 1t seems safe to restore the natural adjectival form here. 
By ὁμογενὴς αἴσθησις he means e.g. two acts of sight, by dvopoydvea 
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e.g. sight and hearing: cf Lucr. iv. 486 ‘an poterunt oculos aures 
reprehendere, an auris tactus?’ 

4. ἤρτηται is a considerable change from the MS. εἴρηται, but seems 
required to make sense. 

5. τὰ ἀπαισθήματα, ‘the apperceptions’, e.g. the understanding in 
addition to the hearing of what is said by some one else. So ἐπαίσθησις 
is used in Ep. ad Hat. §§ 52. 10, 53. 2 in the sense of ‘ comprehen- 
sion’, The fact that we do so understand confirms the truth or 
necessity of what we hear. 

6. ὑφέστηκε, ‘18 ἃ fact’, 1s part of our experience. 

4. ὅθεν καὶ... σημειοῦσθαι : this is of course the regular Epicurean 
rule of procedure with regard to things of which we cannot have 
immediate perception. 

9 ἐπίνοιαι, ‘ideas’, framed by the mind and based ultimately on 
sensation: e g the Epicurean conception of infinite space 1s formed 
by the combination of προλήψεις of space, themselves based on 
sensation. 

κατά τε περίπτωσιν 15 not easy. I take it to mean ‘by comeidence’, 
by the fittung in of one experience with another. This 1s I take it 
what Bignone means by ‘ secondo I’incidenza’ Kochalsky appears to 
take it to mean ‘by throwing themselves on such perceptions’, but 
that does not suit well with the rest of the sentence. 

10. ἀναλογίαν, the conscious ‘comparison’ of one experience with 
another, ὁμοιότητα, the ‘resemblance’ that 1s noticed between them, 
σύνθεσιν, the ‘combination’ of experiences into a new idea. 

11. συμβαλλομένου τι καὶ τοῦ λογισμοῦ: Epicurus would have to 
admit that here reasoning played some part. 

τά τε... οὐ κινεῖ : a characteristic Epicurean doctrine. The vision 
seen in dreams or by madmen must be real, 1.e. must be caused 
by actual εἴδωλα inasmuch as they do ‘ move’ the mind, but they need 
not be evidence of an external reality, for they may be caused, e.g. by 
εἴδωλα from thmgs which meet and combine in the air: cf Lucer. 
tv. 732 ff. 

8 838. τ thy... πρόληψιν: the ‘general concept’ formed in the 
mind by repeated sense-perceptions, and therefore acting as an ‘ antici- 
pation’ by which fresh perceptions are identified: see Ep. ad Μάϊ. 
§ 72. 

κατάληψιῦ, ‘apprehension ’ by the mind. Kochalsky appears to take 
ὀρθὴν with this word as well as with δόξαν, but not rightly, ὀρθὴ δόξα 
being so well-recognized a philosophical! term. 

3. οἷον 73... ἄνθρωπος - the πρόληψις gives us the conception of 
‘man’ as such and such 1n form and behaviour and enables us thus to 
recognize a man. Kochalsky wrongly wntes: οἷον τὸ τοιοῦτον ἔστιν 
“AvOpunros, ‘such for instance, as “ Man”’, a very unnatural form of 
expression. 

5. προηγουμένων τῶν αἰσθήσεων : the αἰσθήσεις ‘lead the way’ inas- 
much as they have formed the πρόληψις. 
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6. τὸ πρώτως ὑποτεταγμένον, ‘the first significance’, that which the 
word immediately suggests apart from metaphorical and other exten- 
sions. The participle is Gassendi’s necessary correction for ércrera- 
γμένον of the MSS. 

, ‘clear evidence’ of truth, a favourite word of Epicurus 
usually used of the ‘clear vision ’ of an object close at hand: cf. 
ἐνάργημα, Ep. ad Hat. ὃ 72. 4, and ἐνάργεια, ibid. § 48. το. 

12. καὶ τὸ δοξαστὸν... : for the Epicurean view of opinion see 
Ep. ad Hdt. δὲ 50-52 and K. A. xxiv. Opinion 1s an inference made 
by the mind, but based, as is said here, on sense-perception. In the 
case of terrestrial phenomena, we can approach and get the ‘clear 
vision ’ (ἐνάργημα)) which will confirm or contradict it: 1n the case of 
the distant phenomena of the sky we cannot have confirmation, the 
utmost is non-contradiction. 

13. οἷον Πόθεν.,. Here the ἐναργές on which our answer will 
depend is the πρόληψις of ‘man’. 

84. 4. (τὸν προσμένον .. .,» ‘the problem awaiting solution’: the 
distant view of any object should be so regarded until we can get near 
and reach a decision by means of the near mew: οἷ, 27. ad Hd. 
§§ 38, 50and K. A. xxiv. The article 1s a necessary addition. 

5. ἐγγὺς γενέσθαι τῷ πύργῳ : the square tower which in the distance 
looks round was a favourite Epicurean example of the προσμένον : cf. 
Lucr. iv. 353 ff., 501 ff. 

4. πάθη. the criterion of the moral field, the ‘ feelings’ or ‘internal 
sensations: cf. 29. ad Hdt ὃ 38, &c.; Ep. ad Men. § 129. 

To. τὰς δὲ περὶ ψιλὴν τὴν deriv: unless we Keep to τὸ πρώτως 
ὑποτεταγμένον τοῖς φθόγγοις OUT ses oe aie will be into mere words: cf. 
Ep. ad Hadt. § 37. 7 ὅπως ἂν... μὴ ἄκριτα πάντα ἡμῖν 7... ἢ κενοὺς 
φθόγγους ἔχωμεν. 

§ 83. Between the first and second letters there is only this brief 
sentence. 

§ 116. Between the second and third letters there 1s a longer 
discusston, which has the appearance of being foisted in. 

§ 117. 1. περὶ δὲ τῶν βιωτικῶν, ‘concerning matters touching different 
kinds of hyes’, practically ‘concernmg morals’ or ‘ethics’: cf. βίοι, 
as a tile of ἃ work of Epicurus, in δ 119 

8. πρότερον δέ: it looks almost as if the third létter originally 
followed here, but the discussion of the ‘ wise man” was put in subse- 
quently. The section is rather difficult and loose in its construction. 

& τε αὐτῷ : Usener justly observes that one would expect ἃ αὐτῷ re: 
itis a very loose piece of writing as 1t stands. 

4. wept τοῦ σόφου : the Stoics spoke particularly of the σοφός or 
sapiens, and a good deal in the section has the appearance of polemic 
against the Stoics. 

βλάβας ἐξ ἀνθρώπων... γίνεσθαι : the sentence has the appearance 
of a philosophic commonplace: hatred is between equals, envy for 
superiors, and contempt for inferiors: ef Quintilian σι. 8 ‘nam pluri- 
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mum refert, invidia reus an odio an contemptu laboret, quorum fere 
pars prima superores, proxima pares, tertia humiliores premit’. 

8. πάθεσι μᾶλλον. , πρὸς τὴν σοφίαν: a difficult passage, which has 
been very vanously treated and understood. Usener would prefer to 
read μὴν for μᾶλλον (p. xxvin) and suggests (p. 334) that before οὐκ ἂν 
ἐμποδίσαι something hike ras rod βίου περιστάσεις has fallen out: ‘It 18 
true that he will be constrained by passions, but the circumstances of 
life would be no impediment to wisdom’. This is a little inconsequent. 
Kochalsky, following Usener’s hint, reads u(y ds) ἄλλον συσχεθήσεσθαι, 
(8) οὐκ ἂν ἐμποδίσαι. .., ‘He will be subject to emotions, like any 
other man, but this would be no obstacle’. Bignone points out that the 
Epicurean sage will not let himself be carried away by intense passions, 
but that there are certam affections, such as firendship and the gnef 
for departed friends, to which he 1s peculiarly hable, and would there- 
fore read πάθεσί (riot) μᾶλλον Τὶ is difficult to be certaum, but I am 
inclined to think πάθεσι is used here in the technical Epicurean sense: 
‘the wise man will feel pleasure and pain more acutely’, because of his 
education and consequent susceptibility. In that case the MS. text may 
be kept, but Kochalsky’s connecting (6) seems necessary to give the 
passage some kind of coherence 

$118 τ. κἂν στρεβλωθῇ . . εὐδαίμονα. Bignone notices that this 
paradox was common to the Stoics and Epicureans Usener has 
collected evidence for it among the latter (p. 338). 

3: διατελεῖν εὐλογοῦντα, the emendation of Kochalsky, seems to me 
to get nearest to the required sense. But 1 1s not palaeographically 
a satisfactory correction of διά re 58° οὐχ, which with variauons in the 
division of the words 1s the MS. text. Usener proposed διά re λόγον 
(nai διὰ πράξεως ἰέναι, apparently meaning ‘he will act similarly both 
in word and deed towards frends present or absent’: but it 18 a very 
Strange expression, and is not, I think, improved by Bignone’s 
suggestion εἶναι or γίνεσθαι for ἰέναι The true solution has not yet 
been found and it looks as if the corruption were extensive. 

ὅτε μέντοι... . οἰμώξει a return to the subject of the first sentence 
of the section: the ariangement all through this passage is very scrappy 
and incoherent. 

4. μύξει καὶ οἰμώξει : as the MSS. are fairly evenly divided between 
μύζει and pigee but show a great preponderance for οἰμώξει over the 
present, it soems better to read the future in both cases. Present and 
future are used indifferently all through this section. 

δ. Διογένης : sc. of Tarsus: cf. ὃ 26. 1. 

4. τῶν σπουδαίων must be nght as against τὸν σπουδαῖον of the 
majority of MSS., but the expression 1s not natural. 

9. οὐδὲ θέῤπεμπτον εἶναι τὸν ἔρωτα : οἵ. Lucr. iv. 1278. 

nec divinitus interdum Venerisque sagittis 
deteniore fit ut forma mulhiercula ametur. 

ἐν τῷ... Aldobrandinus supplies the number ‘ the twelfth book ’, but 
on what authority is not known. 
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Io, οὐδὲ ῥητορεύσειν καλῶς: Epicurus had a strong dislike for 
rhetoric, which he no doubt thought tended to deal with φωναὶ κεναί. 

ovvovgin .. . ὥνησε ( 7. 5) with φασιν parenthetical, seems to’ be 
indicated by the MS. text. Usener having introduced συνουσίην then 
reports that the MSS. unanimously read ὥνησε, ‘ solita negligentia ’, for 
ὀνῆσαι : this is surely uncritical. 

§ 119. 4. διατραπήσεσθαί τινας, ‘will fee] shame in the presence of 
some’, 1.e. the respect due to distinguighed persons. 

οὐδὲ μὴν ἐπηρεάσειν, ‘ and certainly will not insult them in his cups’. 
The MSS. have τηρήσειν, which Usener retains and Bignone translates 
‘ will not continue in drunkenness’, but he admits in his note that there 
is no evidence for such a meaning of τηρήσειν. Hermann suggested 
ληρήσειν, ‘he will not talk nonsense in hrs cups’, which is poor sense. 
Kochalsky’s amplification is not convincing, τήρησιν κοσμίου being 
ἃ Most unnatural expression. I incline to connect the clause with the 
preceding and to read ἐπηρεάσειν, a rather unusual word which might 
be corrupted to τηρήσειν : the verb is constructed with acc. in Arist. 
Pol. v. το. 15. 

6. οὐδὲ πολιτεύσεται : Epicurus both recommended and practised 
abstention from public hfe on the ground that it was destructive 
of ἀταραξία. 

8. (0d) μεταλλάξει αὐτὸν τὸν βίον, ‘he will not put an end to his hfe 
altogether ’. This 15. perhaps a rather hazardous conjecture for μετάξει 
αὐτὸν rod βίον, but the corruption is deep-seated For the expression 
cf. Isocr. 110 B, 192 a. Usener reads καταξιοῖ αὑτὸν τοῦ βίου, ‘he sull 
thinks himself fit to live’, Bignone prefers the text of f μεθέξειν αὐτὸν 
τοῦ βίον, ‘he will retain a part in life’, which presumably carries with 
it the change of πηρωθείς to πηρωθέντα. Kochalsky has a characteristic 
amplification per’ ἀταραξίας ἐξάξει αὑτὸν τοῦ βίου, ‘he will qutetly 
remove himself from life’, but this is surely the opposite of the sense 
required - the true Epicurean wil] endure, though biinded. 

δ 120°. 2. οὐ πανηγυριεῖν δέ : another instance of Epicurus’ distrust 
of rhetonc: see ὃ 118. 

καὶ κτήσεως. . . rod μέλλοντος : the Epicurean sage must be a 
practical man. Cf. Sens. Vas. x) ἅμα δεῖν καὶ φιλοσοφεῖν καὶ οἰκονομεῖν 
καὶ τοῖς λοιποῖς οἰκειώμασι χρῆσθαι : 

4. Φιλαγρήσειν : a pleasant and rather modern touch in the sage. 

4. φίλον τε οὐδένα προήσεσθαι ts Bignone’s correction *for the MS. 
κτήσεσθαι : cf. § 118. 2. Usener made the violent change φίλην yap 
οὐδένα κτήσεσθαι, ‘for no one will find fortune a constant friend’. 
Kochalsky reads ἀποκτήσεσθαι in the same sense as Bignone’s text, but 
the word is unnatural and apparently otherwise unknown except in 
ecclesiastical Greek. 

εὐδοξίας... καταφρονήσεσθαι : for the Epicurean view of worldly 
reputation see K. A. vii. 

6. ἐν ταῖς θεωρίαις, ‘at public festivals’, and especially religious 
ceremonies, That this is the meaning Bignone has shown by reference 


COMMENTARY. § 118-121 419 


to Plut. contr. Epic. Beat. 13. 1095 ¢, where it is said that the sage 
will take special pleasure in recitanons and the Dionysiac festivals : 
we may compare what is said of Epicurus’ own ‘devotion to the gods’ 
in § τὸ  Kochalsky perversely translates, ‘he will specially have 
friends in his philosophical speculations ’. 

§ 181°. Bignone has, I think, quite conclusively shown that this 
passage and that which precedes it in the MSS. ἁμαρτήματα... ἐπὶ 
τὴν ἐπιστολήν should be transposed. As the section stands in the 
MSS, a passage on the general moral tenets of the Epicureans is 
interposed without introduction between two passages descriptive of the 
‘wise men’. By the transposition the sequence 1s restored. This 13 
strongly confirmed by the words which come at the end of the two 
passages respectively. (1) μετιτέον δὲ ἐπὶ τὴν ἐπιστολήν in the MSS. 
is out of place and 1s followed by the further description of the codds, 
εἰκόνας τε ἀναθήσειν κτλ. with the transposition it 1s brought to us 
natural place just before the third letter. (2) τὸ ἑξῆς" δοκεῖ δ᾽ αὐτοῖς is 
almost meaningless as it stands: with the transposition τὸ ἑξῆς 1s the 
direction to the scribe to include the passage about the moral tenets, 
which, as Bignone supposes, was written, probably by Laertus himself, 
as an adscript, δοκεῖ δ᾽ αὐτοῖς are the fist words of the passage which 
give both meaning and construction to ἁμαρτήματα ἄνισα εἶναι. 

Usener perceived that there was dislocation but wrongly teferred the 
note τὸ ἑξῆς" δοκεῖ δ᾽ αὐτοῖς to the third letter, which followed, and 
regarded ithe second passage on the σοφός, εἰκόνας τε ἀναθήσειν, as the 
adscript ; he then had to suppose a lengthy lacuna before ἁμαρτήματα 
containing a summary of the whole Epicurean position. 

I, εἰ ἔχοι, ἀδιαφόρως ἂν σχοίη the MSS. have σχοίης, of which 
Kithn’s σχοίη 1s a certain correction. Bignone has shown that no 
further correciion 15 necessary ; ‘he will set up statues (of others), but 
whether he has one himself, he will be indifferent’, This 1s confirmed 
by the scholium to K. A. xxix, when in giving examples of the division 
of pleasures it 1s Said οὔτε δὲ φυσικὰς οὔτ᾽ ἀναγκαίας, ὡς στεφάνους καὶ 
ἀνδριάντων ἀναθέσεις. Usener taking the words to refer to some other 
trait of the σοφός, supposed something lost before ei ἔχοι and suggested 
πλοῦτον or τέκνα : Kochalsky would prefer οἴκησιν. But no addition 18 
necessary. 

2. διαλέξασθαι : as the aonst infinitive is read by three of the MSS., 
there seem$ no need with Usener to accept the solecism ὀρθῶς dv... 
διαλέξεσθαι : Cobet bracketed dy, but τὸ seems simpler to read the 
aorist. 

3. ἐνεργείᾳ is Usener’s correction of the MS. ἐνεργεῖν : he will not 
‘in practice’ make poems. We ought perhaps to accept Kochalsky’s 
δὲ for re, as a contrast with the previous clause is wanted. 

οὐκ εἶναι τε ἕτερον ἑτέρου σοφώτερον. Bignone explains that, as the 
aim of Epicureamism was purely practical and the doctrine was laid 
down once for all by the founder, any idea of progress or superiority 
of one Epicurean thinker over another is impossible. οὐκ εἶναι was 
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accepted by the old editors from the οὐκ éwa τε of B. The majority 
of the MSS. have οὐ κινεῖται, whence Usener reads οὐ κινεῖσθαι, of 
sie I cannot make any satisfactory sense. 

9. καὶ καθ᾽ ὕπνους δὲ ὅμοιον ἔσεσθαι: cf. Ep. ad Men. 8 138. 5 ταῦτα 
οὖν καὶ τὰ τούτοις συγγενῆ μελέτα πρὸς σεαυτὸν nes καὶ νυκτὸς πρός τε 
τὸν ὅμοιον σεαυτῷ, καὶ οὐδέποτε οὔθ᾽ ὕ vrap οὔτ᾽ ὄναρ ὃ ἱαταραχ' 

11. τὸ ἑξῆς, on Bignone’s theory, which I follow is a direction to 
the scribe, to add in the text the section r20. 5-10 which was 
originally wntten in the margin, and was wrongly inserted above. 

δοκεῖ δ᾽ αὐτοῖς are similarly the opening words of this short section 
on Epicurean tenets and are to be read continuously with ἁμαρτή- 
ματα κτλ 

§ 120°. 1, ἁμαρτήματα ἄνισα εἶναι if δοκεῖ δ' αὐτοῖς be read in 
connexion with these words it 1s not necessary to suppose any loss, 
though the transition is a httle abrupt. Editors before Bignone taking 
them in their place in the MSS. after ἐν ταῖς θεωρίαις were compelled 
to think that something had dropped out. Cobet read (ra) ἁμαρτήματα 
and Usener would supply (τὰ κατορθώματα καὶ τὰ) ἁμαρτήματα which 
Kochalsky adopts in his translation. But Bignone has shown (r) that 
the article 1s not required, because the Epicureans did not maintain 
that αἰ faults were unequal : some may be equal; (2) that the addition 
of τὰ κατορθώματα 18 unnecessary, as in other passages(e.g D. L vu. 
120; Hor. Sav. 1. 3 98) it is the equality or mequalty of sins alone 
which 1s in question, and indeed Epicurus, holding that no sage could 
be wiser than another, would not mind recognizing equality in good 
deeds. The argument ts of course directed against the Stoic doctrine 
of the equality of all ἁμαρτήματα 

5. συνίστασθαι .. ἐκπεπληρωμένοις the words in the MSS.are clearly 
corrupt, but it is unnecessary to do more than emend ἐκπεπλήρων with 
Bignone to ἐκπεπληρωμένος Those who are ‘complete in their 
pleasures’ are the wise, and they alone, according to Epicurus (§ 118, 
cf, K. Δ. xl), are capable of having the fullest friendship. Usener 
unnecessarily read συνίστασθαι δὲ αὐτὴν κατὰ κοινωνίαν μεγίσταις 
ἡδοναῖς ἐκπεπληρωμένην, “τῇ a community of interests which 1s made 
complete by the greatest pleasures ’. 

§ 121%. 1. τὴν εὐδαιμονίαν... ἀφαίρεσιν ἡδονῶν one would naturally 
lake this contrast to be between the perfect happiness of the gods 
which knows no increase or diminution and human happinéss, which 1s 
a balance between pleasures added and lost. This was the view of 
Meibom who emended καὶ τὴν ζἀνθρωπίνην), ἔχουσαν προσθήκην 
But this 15 not good Epicureanism: for Epicurus the perfect human 
happiness, the complete removal of pain, was equal to that of the 
gods (cf. e g. Lucr. in. 322 ‘ut mi impediat dignam dis degere vitam ). 
Bignone is therefore mght im supposing the contrast to be between the 
Epicurean ideal of happiness and that commonly held by men. 

4. μετιτέον δὲ ἐπὶ τὴν ἐπιστολήν : these words now fall into their 
natural place. 
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§ 135. 7. ἐν τῇ μικρᾷ ἐπιτομῇ : the ‘Lesser Summary’ is usually 
taken to be the letter to Herodotus in which there is no reference to 
prophecy or divination, Gassendi therefore proposed to emend to 
μακρᾷ, but it is possible either that a passage on the subject has 
dropped out of the letter, or that the compilers have here given 
a wrong reference 

8. μαντικὴ. . γινόμενα (7 3)" the phrase 1s difficult and in any 
case very compendious. The thought appears to be: since events 
are regulated by natural laws there can be no supernatural revelation ; 
even if there were, the events which occur do not concern the true 
Epicurean, for he has the regulation of his hfe in his own hands: cf. 
Ep. ad Men. § 133 τὸ παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς ἀδέσποτον. 

9. οὐδὲν παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς, ‘nothing to us’ appears to be the sense. But 
this 1s a very unusual meaning of παρά, which after οὐδέν, &c , usually 
means ‘in comparison with’, Meibom accordingly read πρός, which 
would be normal. Bignone, comparing τὸ παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς ἀδέσποτον, cited 
above, would read οὐδὲν παρὰ τὸ παρ᾽ ἡμᾶς, ‘nothing m comparison 
with that which 1s in our control’, which is attractive, but probably 
unnecessary 

§ 186. 1 διαφέρεται Se... . ἡδονῆς The Cyrenaics, hke Epicurus, 
selected pleasure as the ‘end’, but attached a quite different meaning. 
Epicurus held that there were two kinds of pleasures, the ‘static’ 
(καταστηματική), Which consisted in the calm resulting from the com- 
plete removal of pam, and the ‘kmetic’, which could not increase 
pleasure but only give it variation. The Cyrenaics, on the other 
hand, regarded ‘static’ pleasure as purely indifferent, and ‘kimetic’ 
pleasure was their aim: thus they approached more nearly to the 
popular conception of Epicureanism. 

3. ἀμφότερα cannot be right by itself: the older editors altered it 
so as to refer to the two ἧδοναί mentioned above, Meibom to ἀμῴο- 
τέραν and Gassendi to ἀμφοτέρας. Usener suggested more probably 
that a neuter word had been lost, and Bignone’s supplement γένη 1s 
more hkely than Kochalsky’s σχήματα. 

5. φίλους : there seems no reason to take Gassendi’s correction 
φιλοσόφους 

8. δέ again Usener’s suggestion διχῶς is gratuitous. 

11. edpppovrvn must here denote some violent form of pleasurable 
experience, and Bignone may be right in supposing a reference to its 
use of the feelings of banqueters in Hom. Od. 1x 5 ff : 

οὐ yap ἐγώ γέ τί φημι τέλος χαριέστερον εἶναι 
ἢ ὅτ᾽ ἂν ἐυφροσύνη μὲν ἔχῃ κατὰ δῆμον ἅπαντα, 
ϑαιτυμόνες δ᾽ ἀνὰ δώματ᾽... κτλ. 

8 187. 4. τὴν δὲ ψυχὴν. . . τὸ μέλλον " for this idea that pleasures 
can be varied, though not increased, by duration, compare K. A. ix and 
the opening (§ 122) of the letter to Menoeceus. The Cyrenaics did not 
“look before and after’, but regarded only the intensity of the pleasure 
at the moment of its occurrence (μονόχρονος ἡδονή). 
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5. τῆς ψυχῆς : Casaubon’s insertion of τὰς is not necessary in the 
very loose writing of these notes. 

6. τῷ τὰ Loa... χωρὶς λόγου : an interesting appeal to experience to 
support the central moral doctrine of Epicureanism. 

9. ἵνα καὶ ὁ Ἡρακλῆς... : the reference is to Soph. Zrach, 787, 788 : 


Body, Wlov ἀμφὶ δ᾽ ἐκτύπουν πέτραι, 
Λοκρῶν τ᾽ ὄρειοι πρῶνες Εὐβοίας τ᾽ ἄκρα. 


10. χιτῶνος must be right, and the χειμῶνος of P! a mere error. 
Diogenes is clearly making the quotation from memory, and having 
used βοᾷ as the introductory verb, substitutes something for the 
participle βοῶν at the beginning of the line. But the MS. δάκνων can 
hardly be nght, nor are the older conjectures δεινῶς and λάσκων 
probable. Kochalsky would read δάκεων, going after ὑπό, ‘when he 
is being devoured by the biting of the shirt’, Bog then being part of 
the quotation: but the arrangement of the words 15 very awkward, and 
δάκεων in this sense improbable. Casaubon’s δακρύων seems an obvious 
and simple correction. 

11, ἔστενον : again by memory for Sophocles’ ἐκτύπουν. 

§ 188. 1. οὐ δι᾽ αὐτάς must be the right reading, though it has been 
corrupted in some of the MSS. 

3. διαγωγὴν. - . ἀγωγήν, ‘education 1s a way of life’, a means διάγειν 
τὸν βίον, a process that must be continued from age to youth, So 
Kochalsky, who translates ‘education continues over the whole of Itfe’. 
This 1s the natural meaning derived fiom the ordinary sense of διάγειν 
Bignone, connecting it apparently with a transitive sense of the verb, 
translates ‘ direction ’. 

4. ἀχώριστον. .. μόνην " cf, Κ΄ Δι v and £p. ad Men. ὃ 132. 

5. βρωτά, ‘things to eat’, 1s the reading of the majority of the 
MSS. and might well be taken as a typical example of χωριστὰ ἀγαθά : 
food is a necessity to life, but Bpwrd, particular foods, may be done 
without. Usener suggests βρωτά τινα, but in the very rough style of 
Diogenes’ notes this is hardly necessary. B'F read Bpord, ‘ mortal 
things‘, which Bignone prefers, pointing out that these two MSS. are 
the chief representatives of the two classes. He translates ‘mortal 
goods’, and for the :dea refers to K, A. v and EY. ad Aten. § 134 and 
§ 135: but the support 1s slight and, in spite of Bignones argument 
that in his maxims Epicurus is apt to use words of poetic colouring, 
the expression would be very strange. 

6—10 are an introduction to the Kvpia: Δόξαι, which Diogenes 
regards ag the ‘ crown’ of all Epicurus’ work. 
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